
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Description of the ruins 
of an ancient city 

Antonio del Rio, Pablo Felix Cabrera 




^^^ij.^^;..^i4'j^lljyi 




THIS BOOK 
FOKMS PAM OF THE 

ORIGINAL LIBRARY 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

BOUGHT IN EUKOPE 

1838 TO 1839 

BY 
ASA GRAY 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



DESCRIPTION 



OFTHB 



^uini of an ianttmt €itp 



DISCOTSEED IN 



AMERICA. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BT 6« SCHULZB, 

13, POLAND fTRBBT, 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



DESCRIPTION 



OP THE \ ■ - '; v\ 



Sitting tA an lainatitt eitgi; i^ 

DISCOVERED NEAR PALENQUE, 
IN THE KINGDOM OF GUATEMALA, IN SPANISH AMERICA : 

TRANSLATED 

FROM THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT REPORT 

OP 

CAPTAIN DON ANTONIO DEL RIO : 

FOLLOWED BY 

TEATRO CRITICO AMERICANO; 

OB, 

A CRITICAL INVESTIGATION AND RESEARCH 

IHTO 

'^t Wfitwu of ibt ^mtxitmUt 

BY DOCTOR PAUL FELIX CABRERA, 

OF THE CITY OF NEW GUATEMALA. 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED BY HENRY BERTHOUD, 

NO. 65, KEGENt'9 quadrant, PICCADILLY ; 

AND SUTTABY, EVANCE AND FOX, STATIONER'S COURT. 



1822. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



DEDICATED BY PERMISSION 



TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOLLAND. 



ty6avi/n^ veen nonourea wUn jAOur ^erfni^wn to 
aecucaie me hredent volume to war ^U)^dnth, oJ now 
avcUi fn?ide€j^ oj^ tAe Suatronaae do mncUu tzccorclea ; 
ana in tne fiohe tnat tne endutna haaed man w jFOuncl 
diJpcientiu i/ntetetittpa to endure uour dMirovatton, c/ vea^ 
to duvdcrtve 7}iudetj^, 

%^^^ M)ra, 

Jlour bCorodAi^ d modt OvecUent, 

cma ovuaea numvte ^ennint, 

THE PUBLISHER. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFATORY ADDRESS. 



As attempts have so frequently been made to deceive the world, 
by announcing and publishing the details of discoveries which 
were never effected^ and the description of places, having no 
existence but in the writer's brain ; the editor conceives himself 
imperiously called upon, to offer some prefatory words, explana- 
tory of the manner in. which the literary documents, comprised 
in this volume, together with its pictorical embellishments, 
came into his possession. 

The original manuscript of Captain Antonio del Rio> 
Report, together with the erudite investigation, written in 
consequence of that officer's researches, by Doctor Paul Felix 
Cabrera, were deposited in the archives of the city of new Gua:- 
temala, from whence they were obtained by a gentleman who 
was for many years a resident in that city, and are now open 
for public inspection at Mr. Berthoud's, the publisher of the 
'present volume. 

The peculiar apathy. of the Spanish character, generally 
speaking, as far as relates to any vestiges of antiquity, may 
have been, one of the causes which has hitherto prevented the 
publication of these extraordinary, documents, concealed, as we 
may say, from an anxious and enquiring world, from the year 
1787; the period of Captain del Rio's discoveries, and 1794 
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VIII 

the epoch at which Doctor Cabrera produced his curious^and 
learned solution respecting the original population of America 
Another motive, whrcb may hirve equally operated with the 
Spanish government in concealing these important documents 
from publicity, may have originated in the jealousy entertained 
by ihat natmn with regand to liieir fvossessioiis 4ci Mexico, ^Mti^ 
the <^nsequent 4esire tlvey (entertained of burying in (total obli- 
vion, any drcnmstance that tniglit ooftduce to awaioen (ttme 
cariosity, or excite the oapipdity of mwe scientific and fMer-^ 
. prizing nations ; such indeed, has been, and is the secnesy still 
maintained upon <^is head ; that, at tfae^^ity of Mexico land efs/^etk 
at Ytew OuaNfemala, the exisftenoe of this ruined exteoMve place, 
is scarcely known, though, we may venture to ^afffirnn tbtft 4f, 
instead df the researches so repeatedly undertaken m loiMer and 
'tapper Egypt, a s^mall portiovi of the same mdefat^abie proceed- 
ings had been resorted to in *6outh America, an meKhaustible 
soim^e would ^bave presetited itself to the admirers of remote^ 
antiquity, and a copious wrrne 'of wealth hw^ heen opened 3to 
tho^e adventuren(, wiiose t9ole ofc^ect was, the acquiremefit ^f 
riches. This silence, on Hie part of the ^anish au^iorities, 
would have, in all probability, continued, and these discoveries 
^have remained -hidden pefhaps for ever; had it not been for the 
political revolution brought about in that country, the elSietB of 
which, 'having ei^anded the piiblic mind, its prevailing inrfluenoe 
has been extended to the functionaries of the government, ih> 
that state secrets and the long treasured documents in the 
public archives have been explored, through which means, the 
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oHgioal in^nQscripte^ from wb^iee thMe.aheetiiane translated^ 
were rescued from that ^folivioato which: tbe^ had. sb loBg been 
eohsigried. 

In respect to the antbenticity of the enswing recoid, and the 
existence of the Palencian city^ the writer begs leave to remark, 
that die distance from Palenqne, in the district of Carmen pro<- 
vince of Chiapa^ to the rninsof the Palencian city is no more than 
fifteen miles^ ; and if any further confirmation is required upon 
this head^ on referring to Mr. Humbolt's travels in^ America, it 
will be found that this rqined city .was. known to that scientific 
gentleman, who not only makes mention of its existence, but has 
inserted an engraving irom .one pf tb^^pictorical illustrations of 
the present volume, being that whiph displays the kneeling 
figure apparently in the act^of supplication; in explaining 
which, however, Mr. Humbplt is .^Itogethtr in error ; if the 
scrfution of the subject, as given by Doctor Cabrera, is deemed 
conclusive. The leading motive that induced Mr. Humbolt to 
insert the plate in question, was, to show the extraordinary 
lineaments of the countenances there represented, which are 
alt<^etfaeF dissimilar to those of any other existing nation, or that 
have hitherto been found in the sculptored representations of thf^ 
people of antiquity. If the learned gentleman of whom we are 
speaking, had not been at an immense distance from that part 
of the connlsry where the ruins lay, there is no doubt but he 
would have visited these extraordinary remains, in which case 
the result of his acuteoess must have proved highly valuable to 
the caose of science and the developement of truth* 

b 
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Tlie editor, wtthoot assamiDg to himself any particalar 
merit in publishing the translations of these manuscripts, cannot, 
however refrain from applauding his good fortune in being thos 
enabled to present a work to the public which must excite 
peculiar interest in many points of view ; and, in order therefore 
that the narrative of Captain del Rio, and the disquisitions of 
Doctor Cabrera, might be scrupulously attended to, they have 
been rendered into English with every requisite attention to faith* 
fulness in the translation, as may be verified by any gentleman 
conversant with the Spanish language, who shall deem it 
expedient to compare the subject matter of this volume with the 
original manuscripts in the hands of the publisher. On account 
of this particular attention to the documents in question, refe- 
rences will be found to drawings mentioned by Capta,in del Rio, 
which did not fall into the hands of the fortunate possessor of 
these details, while other designs are described, which do not 
appear to coincide precisely with any of the accompanying 
plates ; to this the editor has only to remark that he has presented 
to the world every relic in his possession, from which he does 
not doubt but the spirit of inquiry will be most powerfully 
awakened, and that the happiest results must accrue to history, 
to science, and to literature in general. 

It is to the labours of the antiquarian we must now look for 
a devtflopement of the hieroglyphic characters traced through** 
out this ruined city, as well as in various other parts of the 
Mexican continent ; which, when compared with the important 
discoveries effected of late years in Africa, Egypt, &C4, &c. from 
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XI 

tiience perhaps may be demonstmted, beyond the possibility of 
doubts that such a striking analogy exists between the vestiges 
of those nations as to draw this inference ; that a connexion 
originally did exist between those people having been broken, 
by revolutions, of which no records are handed down ; as well as 
by, the tremendous and sweeping current of all destructive time* 
On contemplating the subjoined plates; it will be found that 
the apron descending from the abdomen and covering mid-*way 
down the thi^, as well as the ornaments affixed round the 
wrists, of these singular figures, are, in many reiipects, analogous 
to those parts of the Egyptian costume and ornament, nor is it 
less singular to observe the delineation of the physiognomies 
here traced, where the fi>rdhead and the nose are particularly 
predominant, together with thick and underhung lips. Which 
traits are equally as dissimilar to those of the present race of 
Mexicans, as are the black Eg ptians of this day to the brick- 
dust coloured representations of the natives of antiquity. 

, From the style adopted by Doctor Cabrera the reader will 
immediately become impressed with an idea of his rigid adhe- 
rence to the Catholic religion, and the reverential deference he 
uniformly bestows upon the Mosaic tradition, this subject, 
however, it is not the province of the writer to discuss, nor to 
venture any remarks upon a very prevalent hypothesis respecting 
the duration of the world, promulgated by Monsieur Dupuis, 
member of the national institute, and many other learned men in 
astronomy and the sciences, from having consulted the planisphere 
or zodiac of Denderah now at Paris, together with a multiplicity 
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XII 

of othefr records discovered on the soil ot Egypt ; the writer, mtk> 
the contrary, has given Doctor Cabrera's solution precisely in 
his own words, withoat annexing any comment ; thus leaving a 
farther investigation respecting the feasibility of his proo&, or 
the influence of his religious prejudices, to the consideration of 
the learned enquirer, and the public at large. Upon one pointy 
however, it is deemed essentially necessary to lay a stress, which 
is the representation of a Greek cross in the largest plate illus-* 
tratite of the present work, from whence the casual observer 
might be prompted to infer, that the Palencian city flourished 
at a period subsequent to the christian a»^ ; whereas it is 
perfectly well known to all those conversant with the mythology 
of the ancients, that the figure of a cross constituted a leading 
symbol of their religious worship, for instance, the augural sta^T 
or wand of the Romans was an exact resemblance of a cross, 
being borne as the ensign of authority by the community of the 
augurs of Rome, where they where held in such high venera* 
tion, that, although guilty of flagrant crimes, they could not be 
deposed from their offices ; and with the Egyptians the stafl^ of 
Bootes or Osiris, is similar to the Crosier of Catholic bishops, 
which terminated at the top with a cross ; to these might be 
added various other proofs, were it necessary to dwell more a^ 
large upon the subject. 

In the progress of Doctor Cabrera's inquiry, the well in- 
formed and reflecting mind will no doubt experience feelings of 
the most poignant regret, on discovering that the religious 
fanaticism of the first conqueror^ of new Spain led them to 
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destroy all the records of history, which had been carefully 
preserved by the ancient Mexicans, in order, as they fallaciously 
imagined, to obliterate altogether the venerated traditions of 
paganism and the worship of their heathen divinities, whereby 
they thought to forward the grand cause of Christianity; however, 
very far from accomplishing the end proposed, they only enve- 
loped history in such a mazy labyrinth of doubt, that the most 
learned and experienced writers upon the subject have found it 
utterly impossible to solve the grand mystery of the origin of 
the Mexicans, the developement of which now appears to be 
e£Fected : but, even supposing that any latent doubts should be 
entertained upon the subject after perusing the present volume, 
it is more than probable, the momentary and destructive ebulli- 
tions of bigotry and barbarism will be ultimately obliterated by 
patience and persevering industry, and that the ruins of the 
Palencian city will afford ample means for restoring the basis of 
the knowledge contained in those records, which were sacrificed 
at the shrine of Spanish superstition and Vandal ignorance. But 
even suppose we admit, for the sake of argument, that Doctor 
Cabrera^s premises are wholly inconclusive; and it would be no 
easy task to refute every argument he adduces, it certainly cannot 
be denied that this most important discovery opens a new aera in 
the field of historic speculation ; and that the result, be it what 
it may, must materially alter hitherto accredited notions, by 
afibrding an irrefragable datum whereupon to ground some new 
hypothesis, instead of arguing from vague notions or mere sur- 
mises, unsupported even by the shadow of a proof. 
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REPORT 



OF 

ANTONIO DEL RIO 

TO 

DON JOSE ESTACHERIA, 

BRIGADIER^ GOVERNOR AND COMMANDANT GENERAL OF THE KINGDOM OF 

GUATEMALA, ETC. 



SIR, 

In compliance with the resolution of bis Majesty, commonioated 
by his royal order, bearing date May 15th, 1786, relatire to 
another examination of the ruins discovered in the vicinity 
of Palenque, in the province of Ciudad Real de Chiapa, in New 
Spain, you was pleased, on the 20th of March last, to desire 
that I shtmld proceed thither, in order to renew the operations 
directed by the different items' comprised in the said order, and 
to exert all the industry and means in my power for the 
accomplishment of the intended object. 

I accepted this charge with the greater degree of satis&ction, 
as I thereby felt convinced of the honourable confidence you 
reposed in me for Hie execution (kT this task ; and I, therefore, lost 
no time in repairing to Hie spot, where I arrived on the 3rd of 
May, and on Hie 5tib, proceeded to the site of the ruined city, 
which is there called Casas de Piedras (stone houses). On 
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making my first essay^ I experienced some of the difficulties 
attendant upon such an undertaking, in consequence of my 
being unable to discover the direction in which I ought to 
advance, owing to a.fog so extremely dense, that it was impos- 
sible to distinguish each other at the distance of five paces; 
and whereby the principal building, surrounded by copse wood 
and trees of large dimensions, in full foliage and closely inter- 
woven, was completely concealed from our view. 

This first impediment occadooed my return to the village 
on the following day, with the intention of concerting with Don 
Joseph Alonzo de Calderon, deputy of the district, the necessary 
means of procuring as many Indians, and persons speaking 
the Spanish language, as could be collected, for the purpose 
of effectually clearing these woody obstructions. 

Acc<yrdingly an order was issued to the inhabitants of Uie 
town of Tumbala, requiring two hundred Indians who should be 
provided with axes and bill-heoks : none, however, arrived until 
the 17th, and then only seventy-nine in number, furnished with 
twenty^ght axes, after which twenty more were obtained in the 
village, and with these supplies I again moved forward on the 
18th to the stone houses. The operation of felling immediately 
commenced, and was completed on the 2nd instant, which was 
followed by a general ^»>nflagration, ihat soon enabled us to 
breathe a more pure and wholesome atmosphere, and to confiuue 
i>ttr operations -wfth much greater "facility. 

1 was convinced, that, in order to form isome idea of the first 
inhabitants and of the antiquities connected with their establish-* 
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m^its^ it would be indispensably necessary to wake several 
excavations; And to tbis object I therefoiler ilMeeted my ehi^ 
attentioD, as, by so doing, I was led to hope that I ^hmild 6nd 
medals, inscriptions, or monnnents that would tbrow some Itgfat ^ 
up<m my researdies ; and I, ^a^erefore, commenced tbis work 
without delay, notwithstanding the scarcity of proper imple»- 
ments, m the nnmber w%» by this time reduced to is^ev^a iroo 
crowbars and three pick-«xe», a very small supply, indeed, for 
the accomplishmenis of so laborious an undertaking as these 
immense masses of stone ruins presented to the view in every 
direction. By dint of perseverance I effected all that was 
ntoeasary to be done, so that ultimately there remained neither a 
Vfwdow nor a doorway blocked up ; a partition that was not 
thrown down, nor a room, corridor, court, tower, nor subterranean 
passage in which excavations were not effected from two to 
three yards (tmtas) in depth, for such the object of my mis^ 
sion and the research to which it was directed required, and the 
result of these labours proved as follows : 

. DESCRIPTION 

OF THE SITUATION OF THE STONE HOUSES. 

From FalenqiM, the last town northward in the provmce of 
Cindad Real de Ghiapa, taking a south-westerly direction, and 
ascending a ridge of high land that divides the kingdovi <if 
€ruatemala .from Yucatan, or Canpeachy, at the distanoe of 
two leagues is the little river Mieot, whose waters iflowing in a 
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westerly direction unite with the great river Tiilija^ which bends 
its conrse towards the province of Tabasco; having passed the 
Micol the ascent begins^ and at half a league from thence the 
traveller crosses a little stream called Otolum, discharging its 
waters into the before-*mentioned current: from this point heaps 
of ruins are discovered, which render the road very difficult for 
another half league, when you gaia the height whereon the 
stone houses are situated, being fourteen in number, some more 
dilipidated than others, but still having many of their apartments 
perfectly discernible. 

A rectangular ar^a, three hundred yards in breadth by four 
hundred and fifty in length, presents a plain at thebsise of the 
highest mountain forming the ridge, and jn the center is situated 
the largest of these structures which has been as yet discovered : 
it stands on a mound twenty yards high, and is surrounded by 
the other edifices, namely : five to the northward, ibur.to the 
southward, one to the south-west, and three to the eastward. In all 
directions the fragments of other fallen buildings are to be seen 
extending along the mountain, that stretches east and west, 
about three or four leagues either way, so that the whole range 
of this ruined town may be computed to extend between seven 
and eight leagues ; but its breadth is by no means equal to its 
length, being little more than half a league wide at the point, 
where the ruins terminate, which is towards the river Micol that 
winds round the base of the mountain, whence descend small 
streams that wash the foundation of the ruins on their banks, so 
that, were it not for the thick umbrageous foliage of the trees. 
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they would present to the view so many beautiful serpentine 
rivulets. 

It might be inferred that this people had had some analogy 
to, and intercourse with the Romans, from a similarity in the 
choice of situation as well as a subterranean stone aqueduct of 
great solidity and durability, which passes under the lafgest 
building. 

I do not take upon myself to assert that these conquerors did 
actually land in this country ; but, there is reasonable ground for 
hazarding a conjecture that some inhabitants of that polished 
nation did visit these regions ; and that, from such intercourse, the 
natives might have imbibed, during their stay, an idea of the arts, 
as a reward for their hospitality. 

. To the natural beauty of a charming locality may be added 
fertility of soil and a delightful climate, which, without doubt, 
produced in great abundance almost every production necessary 
for a comfortable and tranquil life ; this is apparent from such 
wild fruits as the sapotes, acquacates, camotes, yuca or cassava, 
and plantains, being now found in great plenty, which plainly 
demonstrate what would be their profusion and delicacy if 
improved by cultivation. The rivers abound with fish, consisting 
of the moharra, bobo, and turtle, as do the smaller streams with 
crabs, and the lesser species of shell fish. These circumstances, 
and the laborious workmanship of their edifices, constructed 
without' the assistance of iron or other, metels, for witli these 
they seem to have been unacquainted, amply justify a belief thi^t 
ihey enjoyed in a peaceable manner of living more real and 
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substantial felicity than all the concentrated luxury and reine^ 
ment of the most polished cities at the present period can produce. 

Equal advantages were afforded them for commerce and 
infercourse With th'eit neighbours^ undiminished by the expensive 
inconveniende of undertaking long and fatiguing journies by 
land ; for the rivers running to the east^ north and west afforded 
them the benefits of trafic by means of navigation. The river 
Tulija opened a passage for trade into the province <tf Tabasco ; 
the sea-^coast of Oatasaja and the river Chacamal falling into the 
great XJsumasinta |>resented a short and commodious roote to €tke 
kingdom of Yucaton^ with which^ beyond all doubt^ they carried 
on their principal commerce. This circumstance may be inferred 
from monuments and vestiges plainly demonstrating that these 
two nations differed in a very slight degree^ either in their 
customs^ religion, or knowledge ; the firmest bonds of fraternal 
alliance and friendship by which they could be united, whereto 
we inay add the uniformity and resemblance in their buildings, 
which, I think, are proofs that tend still inrther to subrtantiate 
this position. 

The Rev. Father Thomas de Soza, a franciscan friar of the 
convent of Merida, many years collector of alms destined for the 
holy hotase of J^usalem, who; in pursuing the duties imposed 
upon him from his situation, had repeatedly traversed tiie 
pi^nce, fortunately happening to be at Palenque, favouried me 
with a citeinnstantial account 6f that country of which I shall 
nowaviiil myself in bis own words. 

At the diiitance of twenty leagues from the city of Merida 
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saathward, between th9 coracy called Mona y Ticul and th$ 
town of Nocacabs are the remains of soma ston« edifices; one Yery 
large bnilding has withstood Ihe ravages of time, aqd istill exists 
in good preservation : the natives give it the mxfk^ of OxmutaL 
It stands on an eminence of twenty yard? in height^ ^nd 
measures two hnndred yards on each facSnle, The apartments, 
the exterior corridor^ the pillars with fignres in medio relievo^ 
and decorated with serpents, lizards, etc., formed in stucco, 
beside which are statues of men with palms in thar hands in 
the act of beating drams and dancing, resemble in every respect 
those observable in the buildings at Paknqne. Ei^t leagues 
distant from the same city to the northward are the ruined walls 
of several other houses, which increase in number as yon advance 
in an easterly direction. In the vicinity of the river Lagartos, at 
a town called Mani, which is under the actual jurisdiction ot* 
the franciscaa firiars, in theviddle of the principal square, stands 
a pillory of a conical shape, built of stones, and to the soutibward 
rises a very ancient palace, resembling diat at Palenqne, whidi, 
according to tradition, was inhabited^ npon the arrival of the 
Spanish conquerors, by a petty ind^an sovereign called Htulrio 
who resigned it to the franciseans for a residence while their new 
convent was building, after whidi it was used for several years 
as a public hospital. The erection of this palace was kmg ante- 
ricNT to the time of Htulrio, who replied to the inquiries of the 
fathers relative to the period of its construction, that he wm 
totally ignoTMit of its origin, and only knew that it had been 
inhabited by his ancestors. From hence we may draw some 
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inference * respecting the very remote antiquity of the Palencian 
edifices^ buried for bo many ages in the impenetrable thickets 
covering a mountain^ and unknown to the historians of the new 
worlds by whom no mention whatsoever is made of their 
exiistence. On the road from Merida to Bacalar there are also 
many other buildings both to the north and souths according to 
my informant's narrative^ a description of which I conceive 
unnecessary^ not only from being desirous of avoiding pro- 
lixity^ but because the identity of the ancient inhabitants of Yu- 
catan and Palenque, is, in my opinion, evidently proved by the 
stronjg analogy of their custonus, buildings, and acquaintance 
with the arts, whereof sudi vestiges are discernible in those 
monuments which tfie current of time has not yet swept away. 

In endeavouring to coavey some, idea of this country, I have 
deviated a little from the instructions contained, in my commis- 
sion, to which, perhaps, I ought to hieive strictly adhered; yet, 
as implicit obedience to those commands has only been infringed 
for the purpose of introdudng a few remarks^ not wholly divested 
of origiiiality, they may, ftom their connexion with the present 
subject, influence your acquaintance with venerable antiquity, 
and in some respects tend to fix a data to these interesting 
remains. 

Returning, therefore, to the original subject matter, it is 
requisite that a description of the situations should be followed 
by an examination of what it presents to our observation. The 
interior of the large building is in a style of architecture strongly 
resembling the gothic, and from its rude and massive construction 



Digitized by 



Google 



Iby • pdHfcb M* ooitiidMr iHirt^-^x vhrka ^r^APAs in lettgih Anii 
«lil«fritt bmaifii^ Mi|>p«Ke«f by j^ktu.feotafig^itii^ pSlkin, wrfhdut 
«iiiwr tasQi or p^Mts^i^ v^pim WliicU IttMre «« «<|iiAM 6nib<»th 
•loiwl of W6r« tttad « H^ in lbidltn«w Ibftntng An ordlritrftve, 
while on the exterior superficies are species of sticco shidife; th< 
dcmgtisof sotee of 'tbBil, tnztiDmpcriying ibis refitoftv st^d ntidlbered 
1» d/8, ithile, oVer tfcris« siloes, there is imothftif |»|giki re<A)M)j^-i 
lurMotkt fiyhfo€t kflj^dndi <i9t bfoad, ex«t«i^ng o^er bi»<o of 
the pillars. MedalHMt^ or oonfMirtinetfte fm tfincoo ooii^iitiing 
(MfarcBt dei^ici»'ol1lw stewmailmiid, appieliar^agdeMMrtionsrto the 
8iMAilPeni> (fi»d fig, >^ : taMl it i«( pnesumifotey fnMki ihe risiA^i 
of dy^'lMttdd Whicli ciKta tM\ bo' tntteed) that Aey w<ei*e «b« bniMii 
df ft «ctt^ of kiAgs Of "loi'ds to whom lAe iM<^Ves w^iig ^bfebt 
li^;#leM ibef ib^afli^ta^ th^M !»:« Mnlge of Windo>wi)Hc<i nk!ik«^> 
(fftt^irg iA«ltt Ofivev^j^d' ^ lli« #illl «0 lAio ^«r, tfiAne' of them ave 
9^4AiN, tfotaitf ill form oiP a &feek' oiNHidand o«b^» wlicN 
<Mi&]^llte the atikAi tite square, beitig i^dtWo teet h^ antf 
etght: iWJbift d«i^; >as ihgpMWlit^ iti fif. 4, 5 a«d 6t ^yond 
this ^l)4dlor «liei« iS U tfqoa^ «0»rt, «MM^ % -« ffigfht? <)^ S(eV^ii 
M^; the' iM^rth side i^ Mt^ly Hi mm, bttt ditfildent traces 
t&mUf/i M 6ho^ tJlkAt ii 6iic6 hid a <ilistaiW And <io^id6^ di- 
fiii^ lb thM« dti this e^ni ^e, affid V/titOi, ^MffiiMed i^hi 
^fl^y iil^tt^ (he «ie/^rfll fittglefr. The^iMith itid^ hds foifr small 
^ll&Bbe)rs.THth hiE^ othet 6rtnktt«?M thAn one Or' two fitHe windbi^; 
n^ those «A^6^^ «es<jrfll>c!d. The^ #e«tefn si^ h c6ri^pondetft 
Ib'fttf b^|^m<i irf' All i^p^4 bW: ili' the ^tirfj^ty 6f i^i^pt^s^idtt 
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of the figures m stncco : these. iqre .tnneh move rode and ridk 
loas than :tbe ol^^rs, and cftn <m]y be altHbirted to the mtott 
uncohivs^ed lodkm cappicity,-^— The device is a e^it of grotaai^e 
madi. wjyQi a cnmn fuid long -beard like that ^f.a goat, nailer 
this are two Cireek .<;ros9es, the one; ddloci^bed.iB ti^ ofl w g — 
appeetrs in fig. 7. . .: . 

It is by no means improbable that, these, fintattic fmmt, 
and others. ecjliaUy -whimsical, were ibe defincatiops of. attne (£ 
their deities to whom th^y paid an idolatrwiis w<irdhip, cOMiritait 
with their false beli<6f and barbarous onstoms. 

, We kuQw that the Komaas poiurtrayied Jupiter cny^rlxed 
with laurel, the .visage pr^entiiig laature agf;, baying a Utig 
beard aiid a terrible aspect; aii4.a siiQilarrOQH^tj^cSQpDteniaiM Ir 
these repre^fSBtations, leads ope to r^ect on a samen^sfl^ fdf 
manvers and religion^ as the pafticolar traits in the twphacMif 
are alik^, >¥ith the extfepticn <of tbi^ise advatiti^^,coiiy<y«d:to i^ 
bustby Ro^ian lcii)ptQre>the prinQipJes .of whiich, this popple 
coatd have obtained bat impeifeptlji although ^bey flight havp 
imbibed some ideas from their conqqerors, :or from other, inter-* 
mediate nations. ; the eomivion rewlt of conqfbe^t itK ^l #ges. , ; 
' ^Proceeding in the sao^ direelion then Js another oppjrl 
similar in J^ngtb to the last^.but not so broad;;ha^ing a pas^^ 
round it that commpnicated/with the .opppsit^ side; .in t^in 
passage there ^re ttiro j^h&mbeiy lik,e,thofl^;i|bp$ve^ 9i^tipned> f^4 . 
an interior gsdl^rjIopluivg'Oiij one sidenpon the popirt-yard^.anflt 
commanding pn the other^^a view of: the ppe^ cpnptry. Ip thi)! 
part of the edifice spme; pillars yet remp^n pp;-vrhiqK ^^ M^ 
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relievos shawn in figs. 8, 9, 10 and 11, they apparently represent 
ft moilmftil sal][jiect, alluding, no d6nbt, to the sacrifice of some 
li^Tetched Indian, the destined victim of a sanguinary religion. 
- ' To convey a satisfactory idea of the stucco used in forming 
these, as well as the other medio relievos, and in order to afibrd 
a clearnotion of the ability possessedby the ancient inhabitants 
in the art of sculpture, I have transported from this chamber 
the head of the sufferer, fig. 8, and the foot and leg of the 
execntioner or sacrificer, fig. II, which pieces are numbered 4 
and 5, in order to distinguish them. 

' ' Retctming by the south side, the tower, delineated in fig. 12, 
presents^ itself to notice: its height is sixteen yards, and to the 
fiwir existing storiesi of the building was, perhaps, added a fifth 
wiih> a 'cupcrfa, which, in all probability, it once possessed; 
alilioiigh' these. pHes diminish in size atid are without ornament^ 
as by the drawing will appear, yet the design, of them is 
sbgolar and very ingenious. This tower has a well imitated 
aiitificlail entrance,' as was clearly proved by making an horizontal 
excavation of more than three yards which I wished to carry 
quite through the edifice, but was forced, to desist from the 
0|ieMticm, as the ' utones and earth slipped down in large 
quantities from the pressure of the solid body ABC that passes 
trough its centre. This, upon inspection, proved to be. an 
interior tower quite plain, with windows ifronting the former and 
gives light to the steps, by which you are enabled to ascend to 
its summit, from whence it appears obvious that the entrance 
tn«( have been- on* th^ north side, though I did not proceed to 
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indeaHfy tb«fact» being trnwiUing tp lose tioK in reni^Tiiig tM 
accamulatei) heaps of rabbish, sand and small stones by winiik 
it is concc^aled. Behind the fpnr chambers alre^ penttoPA^^ 
there ^e two others of larger dim^nsions^.Yery Yf^M ornamented 
in the rude iQcl^'^n st^le, sfl^d which appear to have been «9^ fi9 
ora^ri^. Av^o^g ^^^ embellishments are wme e«mR§IW 
stuccos, (see ^gs, 13 and 14) ; the Grecian heads repreiieilt sner^ 
objeot^ to wfaiph they addres^d their devotions and m94e Ihdir 
offerings* probably consisting of strings of jewels, aa the attitvdef 
of the statues placed on the sides denote. Beyond these furatK^iici^ 
and e::|^tendi^g ftim north to sonth, there are two fnpaffftients 
eaeh twentyrseven yai4« long by Uittie vmt tihan thme hnmi) 
they ^ofitain nothing worthy ^notftCe^ e:c«ep^9g a frtenfe 9I an 
elliptical form* embedded in the wall» ^bQ<ita yard ab«rQiti»t 
pav^iaoe^t th^. height, of whiob is one yard and a q«arl«ri ipditha 
hreadth.o¥«9 3iar4> 

(<jfr).{-Tl?ig. J$ i^xhihMs vhast s^enw to have been one of d|«ir 
god9« ?ittii^ sideways on an animi^l «s delineated ia <ihe akfiftdi,; 
to iadg^ froqi the way in whi«h the ancients nanl to indieaia tiit 
i^aqie sobjept^ this may be snpposied t^ Feprcisent a river god* 

Falher ^acito Gwrido, a dpmjmcan tiriar,nAtiv«ofHiieileji» 
^m» who visited this province in Ifi^, wh«rfe lie ^i^bt Hmt^ 
logy, and waft well versed in the H^rew> Qfffik an4 l4ititl 
1»MS««^? tt^ther wifi^.tlw^ <)f the, native iifAffi^^ a« w^m 
aritJunetic qQ^Qgi;aphy aijjd wp«pc» ha# Ifrfl f| |#4ft ti|s»|br 
sjcripj^ in i^hi^h.he states it as his ppimaiu thmt the bm«Ii«di 
paits eif America hfad. been. di^epvdwA . hy. itho Qwmk% BnglMi 
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aaid odMT DttfcioDs ; ti ppppotiikMi he Miims from Uie ywtkiy of 
IImit idioMS, at welt m boom Bftoaunents existing in th« village 
^Ooc^iDgcs sitq^ited twentjr-four leagues from Palenqne ; bat as 
bis namtiTe aflbrdfi lio . circamstance wmrthy of attention res- 
pecting Hiese mins, I have, in consequence, refrained froni 
insef^g any extracts. If, instead ci his mere coojectaves, this 
MV^rend writer had- endeavouMd to de^ne the period when these 
ftUeged strangeio arrhfed, the dnration of their stay and final 
departare from ihe senthem regions, we might perhaps, from 
knowing, their customs and religion, have been pat into pos^ 
session of -some ela«' whercibj a solntion of Aijs problem might 
lunrebeen effected.- 

^(j. — ^Bot t» resame my narrative : below the elliptiea] 
stone above deseril«^> there is a plain rectangular block, more 
than two yatdslongby one yard and foarin<^sbroad and seven 
inches thick, placed, upon feur feet in form of a table, wifJi a 
figure in baMelicf in the attitude of sappoiting it. Fig. 16 
represents o»^ ofthcseftet. and no. 6 isliie original which I 
dispatdi, in order that the bacKrelief may be the more easily 
understood, ais wdl as to give a specimen of Hie progress ef the 
natives in this branch of sculpture, so very ptevaleiit o» all the 
stones, although dbplaying no varie^ of i^abject or difference 
«Wier in the quidity or style of tho e5Eecutio». 

ShonM government, at any time, judge it expedient to have 
any of -these sj^ili^eftd deposited in Oio royal cabinet, A* 
romovid may be effected wiflhont more oxpowe than, that of 
transportittg them from iUadiB to Madrid, becanas th* 
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ivill: undertake the charge, of. embarking tliDem on board the 
king's. lighter^ in the roads of Catajasa, only sax leagues distant 
frpm . Palenque^ in which th^y may be conTeyed, by thelidie 
Jerminos or by the district of Carmen, to Vera Cruz or Cam- 
peachey, arid, thence transported on board the . finit of his 
Majesty^s ships, sailing from either of these ports for Europe. 

The: well known protection which our beneficeut and 
beloved Monarch displays Respecting eVery thing that relates to 
arts and ancient history, warrants a belief, that this removsd 
would be effected, were any gentleman animated^ by similar 
sentiments, to represent to his Majesty, through the medium of 
his zealous and enlightened minister of the Indies, how greajUy 
the glory of the Spanish arms would be exalted*: and what, credit 
would accrue to the national refinement, so superior to the notions 
of the Indians, in becoming possessed of these truly interesting 
and.:yaluablereii>i»ant3 of the remotest, antiquity. 

Fig. 17 exhibits characters or symbols that adorn the edges 
of the table; they Aiust have had a detenpinate signification in 
the language of the originiil natives, as they are frequently found 
on stones and stdcoos, though their use, valne and meaning are 
altogethemnknown . 

At the extremity of the la9t mentioned apartment, and on a 
level with the pavement, there is an aperture like an hatch wayj^ 
two yards long and more than one broad, leading to a subter- 
ranean passage by a flight of steps, which, at a regular distance^ 
forms flats or landings, each having its respective door-waja 
ornamented in the front siler the manner described in fig. 18. / 
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Fig. 19 represtmts another entrance into the soliteiranean 
MreHue by a di&rent way from the firsts and to these maybe 
^dded a lirird iiito the same passage, bnt which is now actually 
bmMd beneath heaps of rubbishy In another of the many 
4ipCTiiiga leading to this under- ground passage^ my regard wai^ 
uttracted.by the stone^ no. 7, which I broke off from the left 
haod side of the first step ; this I have brought away, in order 
that tl^ yarious de\dces of its bas-relief may be more accurately 
kiTestigated : it is however, as well as the preceding number 6 
redocedonehalf in size to facilitate the transport, and a copy of 
this is also given in fig. 20. On reaching the second door, artificial 
light .was necessary to continue the descent into this gloomy 
abodes which was by a very gentle declivity. It has a turning at 
right angles, and, at the end of the side passage there is 
another door communicating vnth a chamber sixty*four yards 
long and almost as large as those before described ; beyond this 
room; there is still another, similar in every respect, and having 
light admitted into it by some windows commanding a corridor 
frpntmg the 'south, and leading to the exterior of the edifice. 
Neither bas-reliefs, nor any other embellishments were found 
iiu l^ese. places; nor did they present to notice any object^ 
excepting some plain stones two yards and a half long, by one 
yard aind a quarter broiMlv arranged horizontally upon four 
square stands of masonary, rising about half a yard above the 
ground* These I consider 'to. have been receptacles for sleeping^ 
and this a {^fto^for retindmant duriiiig the rtight ; a belief in which 
I api still more, confirmed irom^ the circumstance of the largie 
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stonea being partitioned off in thef fvrms oC ricovelf.: H^e all 
the doors and separations terininfttOd> «nd as nothing tet stonm 
and earth M' ere discovered by ^igg^t I determined oA prdei^dv 
ing to one <^ the building, sitli$led oti an eminence to die sonlA 
of aboat forty yairds in be^bi Tbift edtfite fyrwiiig. m paralieio^ 
gram, reseinbled the 6rstiii its ftyte of acohitectaife, itlitetHfaiyiK 
pillars, an exterior galtery, and a 'saloon im^iy yiurdd loiig bjr 
three and a half broad, embellished With a fcobtii^sece-oai Whidk 
are described female figures- wit^ehiMieniik' fheirrlMrms^ ai^df 
the natural size, executed in stneco: medio r^iofe : tiiese r^r«^eni> 
tatians are without heads, aspowrtrvyed M figs/ 31 moA^Hk Seiik^ 
whimsical designs, serving: a^ ornaments to the oemere of' th^ 
house, I brought away ;' they are numbered 8, ^and 10; Mrt dH 
knowledge rejecting them i^ c<Kice£ded froih ns, owing ti n* 
ttaditionary infocmatiou or written Atcuments: being presdr^eid, 
explanatory of their real metming, and tbe mfemner in- wMci 
the inhabitants used such devices: for the <dnteyan«e ^f titfeft' 
Hionghts. 

In tbe inner wall of the gallevy^ dnds oii each side of iSik 
door lefiding kxto the saleon. there are ^ree s<;on«,niea8uriHg^ree 
yards in height and being npwafds; «(f one broad, '4II of iAiett 
covered with the hieroglyphies^ in: ba»>nBlicf, recewtly meiytioned 
the whole of this gallery iudd salooni bein^ palved, hetnib^ Ifeli6 
structure and. passing by the rnins of many othens) or* pei^iA^ 
what is more probable, oi many fanilitingB accessdry td l&ik 
principle edifice, the dedivit^ oonducts tv; a little ; l^c^ffe^i at 
open space whereby the i^proach to another house itk thi6 
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diMctimi (spotberly) is rendered practi<»bl6> you arrive at the 
entrance by an ascent where it is fodnd to have a gaUery and a 
saloon similar to that last described, and at the door of this saloon, 
ft si&WMSo wnament^ '(fig. 28), di&plays l^ its allegory die super- 
stition .of the. founders. 

. '^ JBastward of this stracture are three small eminences forming 
|i triangle, upon each of which is a square building eighteen yards 
long by eleven broad, .of the same ardiitecture as the former, 
but having along thin roofings^ several super structures about 
^hr^e y^rds high, resembling turrets, covered with different 
^roai&ents and devices in stucco. In the interior of the first of 
these three, mansions, at the end of a gallery almost entirely 
dilapidated, is a saloon having a small chamber at each 
extt^mity, while in the centre of the saloon stands, an oratory 
ratbfir more than three yards square, presenting, on each side 
#f the entrance, a perpendicular stone, whereon ispourtrayed the 
image, of a man in bas--relief as in jfigs« 24 and 25. Upon' 
entciripg, I found the entire front :of the oratory occupied. by 
three >tone$ joined togetiber* on which. Hie objects, described in 
fig* ^ are allegorically represented. The outward decoration is 
confined to a sort of moulding finished wit& small stucco bricks,- 
on'w.bVrb are bas-^reliefs, nos. 11 and 12^. being specimens of the 
devices ; the pavement . of the oratory is quite smooths, and 
fight ifiql^ Uiick, whif^h it waasinecessaly to perforieU:e in order 
to make an excavation. Haviog proiceeded in this labour, at 
$b09t:h4lf a yard deep, I found a small round earthen vessel, 
^bou^oiie foot ii^ diameter, fitted Iv^risMmtally with a mitture of 
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lime to auother of the fi»me quality kad dimeomuifl ; thMe wtn 
removed, and the digging being oootirioed, a qincter of ayanl 
beneath, vre discovered a circdlar stxmfe, of rather larger diameter 
than the first artidles, luid on riemoving this frdm its pasitim, m 
cylindrical cavity presented itself, abont a foot w|de and tbe 
third of a foot deep, eontainitag a flint lance, two small conical 
pyrapiids with the figure of a heart in dark crystali^ed stoijie, 
(which is very common in this kingdom and known by the name 
of challa) ; there were also two small earthan jars or ewers w^th 
covers containing small stones and a ball of vermilion, which, 
as weU as the other articles, I transmit to yon being numbered 
13, 14, 15 and 10. The situation of the subterranean depository 
cmncides with the icentre of the oratory, and in each of the inner 
an^s, near the entrance, is a cavity like the one before des- 
cribed, where the littie jafrs numbered 17 and IB were also buried. 

It is unnecessary to^ dilate on the sabj<H:ts represented by 
the bas-reKefs oii the fliree stones, or on <^e sitoation of the 
articles found in this place ; diey convey to thfe mind an idea 
that it was in this spot they venerated, as^ sacred objects, the 
remains of their greatest heroes, to v^m they erected trophies 
recording the particular distinclH>ns they had merited from their 
eonntry, 1^ their services or iJie victories obtained over ite 
enemies, while thq inscriptions on the tablets were intended to 
eternise their nanpes; for, to this object, the characters te well 
as tiie bas-reliefs surrocrndftig them, evidently r6fer. 

The e^her two edifilces ore of similar arehitednite, and divide 
internallv in <he sa^me manner as the one above described, 
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tat^itig iHily m ike lill«|fDiiM} gst^ectecif tbe ba»«rtli«fr on th« 

On gfttflifig tlie iMieoBd oratory, its entrance presented tbe two 
Mitrtotions ef men aofned in 8gs. fl7 and 38^ while tlie front 
exhiMted the three stones displayed in ;ftg. 99. Having proceeded 
to- excavate at this spot, I discoferey^ the 'flint lanoe, two conical 
pyramids, ttie representatioft of an heart, and two eaithei^ jars, 
being the objects nurabered 10, 30, 31, and 83. 

Fig. 90 and ^e. last of tbi^eoHection, shpws the interior JIVont 
of the third oratofy,fomMd like the e^ers of thrive- stones of sfnilar 
size; and, if due- attention bo giveii to the bfts-relieft tliereon 
represented, the conclusion dmwn ^poa thence matt be, 4i«ttbe 
antient inhabitants of these structures lived in extreme darkness^ 
fbt, In tbefif IbbfilQas superstitioiis, we seem to view the idolatry 
of the Pboeoicians, thoOre^ks, tlie RottMis and otbelr primitive 
nations most sivotigty poortrayed. On tlvis ftsoouiit it mttj. 
tfeasOoftMybe eonjectfired,that some one of theso'iialiens- pursued 
tlieir eon^^uests even to this eontiFtry^: ^ere it is pfteimbie they 
only remained kmg enough to enable ^« Indian tribes to imitite 
tliei¥ ideas and adopt, in a m4e and awkwttwiniaiMMr> soofa acts, 
as their invttdets tlto«ight4tto iWMilc&to< 

I omit any deseripftiob of .the buildings aitiiated to the 
noffhwartl, as they aro now neiirly dtistt^yed^ 4nd>aiio«d neitiMr> 
reliefs nor other ornaments, and only vary in their style, aimihur 
to those described in the south ; it therefore merely remains for 
me to take nn^ot thtt inw a»tidm dmclnnerea Urom diggiig in 
vtnriduspMtil^tldtfgrottiftdyis well a&«t tlwedlfi«e in fheaonth 
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west direction. In architecfore this strabture does not dilSsip 
from the others : its divisions consist of a corridor and a sdkKm 
without decorations or bas-reliefs. In digging, an earthen vase 
was found, but broken to pieces, which contained some small 
pieces of challa in the shape of lancets, or thin blades of razors, 
which were probably nse4 by these uncivilized people for the 
same purpose aa the latter articles are now applied to by Euro*^ 
peans; these instruments and small fragments ^ the vessel in 
which they were deposited, I submit for your inspection and 
examiniation, being numbered 23 and 24. 

No. 25 is an earthen pot containing a number of small 
bones, grinders, molares, and teeth taken from the same excava* 
tion. 

No. 26 and those that follow denote the quality of the Ume, 
mortar and burnt bricks employed by the inhabitants; it may 
be inferred that they used the latter very sparingly, as only 
those, which I have brought away for mature examination, were 
to be found among the ruins — they will tend to give full 
satisfaction and illustrate the points contained in the last royal 
miandate, which occasioned a second examination of this ruined 
city ; during which, no circumstance worthy of notice, has 
been omitted, neither have I spared any exertion that could give 
^ect, either to the research or the narrative which I now 
terminate. 

I confess. Sir, that the well known zeal of your Excellency 
for his Majesty's service,, your activity and punctuality in 
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carrying into effect his royal commands^ your profound know- 
ledge and good taste in the subjects which this commission 
embraces, and which your Excellency has had the goodness to 
entrust to my care, have been the most powerful incentives to 
give energy to my application, my industry and my perseverance 
in fulfilling these various operations, which I have pursued 
without regard either to labour or fatigue. My endeavour has 
uniformly been scrupulously and diligently to obey the orders 
confided in me, as a recompence for which, my sole desire is to 
merit your approbation, in having conformed to the instructions 
of the King and the ideas of his enlightened minister. 

ANTONIO DEL RIO. 

Palenque, Jane 24, 1787. 
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A CRITICAL INVESTIGATION AND RESEARCH 



IXTO 



THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICANS; 

The Moonments fonnd by Captain Del Rio, analized and compared with those of the Egyptians 
and other Nations, pnmng that a connexion has existed between them and the Amebicaxs, 
and solYing the oaiXD HisToaicAL paoBLEM op its population, who were the first 
Inhabitants of the Shores on the Gnlph of Mexico ;— the Period of their first Arfival ; the 
Discovery of the Kingdom of AMAouEMBCANf and its chief city Hubhuetlapallan ; its 
commencement^ daration and the causes of its roin; — Who Huitzilopochtli or Mexitli, 
the Mabs, and principal Protector of the Mexicans, was ?— Who were theTuLTECAs ? —The 
period of their peregrination ; the foundation of their Empire, etc., etc 
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DOCTOR PAUL FELIX CABRERA. 
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SOLUTION 



OF THE 



GRAND HISTORICAL PROBLEM 



OF THE 



POiPULATION OF AMERICA. 



Tub iiijiicliGiotts and total degtroGtion of- the annals and records 
ckfthf American nations, bas not only-proved-a most serious loss 
lohisttify* but tery prejudicial to that religioo, whose progress, 
kwM sappoted, would thereby have been accelerated: such 
uneiepected effects are soniethne» produced by the very limited 
4Scmiiexion between the understanding and the policy of men> to 
ndioin it is natural to err, even in designs the best conceived, 
both aa to their means and olgect ; in addition to which, they are 
too frequently the result of pvejudicei or of qsnorance. 

Religion, which has always been the leading object of 
attention with civilized nations, is invariably connected with 
tfieir history ; tt^ther can the one fail in affording instruction as 
n^airds the otSier. If the history of a nation deserves to be 
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destroyed and blotted ont from the memory of man, nMfely 
because it is the record of saperstitions, idolatries, and other 
errors, repugnant to true religion, then the sacred books, that are 
the foundation of our holy catholic faith, would not have been 
exempted from the fatal misfortune which produced the destruc- 
tion of the American Records. 

The Hebrews, who were chosen by God, from among all 
nations, to be the depositaries of his true religion and worship, 
were not less inclined to idolatry, than were the American 
nations ; for the sacred text informs us of their frequent lapses 
from, the divine ordinances^ and of the various punidbmcnts 
inflicted by the Almighty ibr the purpose of correcting and 
bringing them back to the path of truth, but it does not conceal 
from us the idolatrous errors into which they were precipitated. 

We no where read of, nor has it ever been asserted of the 
apostles, who with their inspired voices, disseminated the 
mysteries of the catholic religion throughout the world, and 
who endeavoured to exterminate idolatry, even by the sacrifice ot 
their lives, that they destroyed the histories of the Pagan nations 
in whose hearts they implanted the true faith ; even the holy 
fathers and doctors of the church did hot disdain to refer to these 
very histories in their expeditions of the holy scriptures ; nor did 
the general council of the church neglect to have tbem compiled 
with minute descriptions of the many superstitious errors to 
which ihey were addicted. 

The fate of the American histories immediately br6ug^t 
into action the pens of many learned nKn, natives as well.aa 
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Spaniards, and reused the attentipn of I^ltp tlici second, and of 
the first vicerojis of Mexico, to replace/ ai iar ds possttile, so 
deplorable a loss {note I). Their exertions do. not prove of 
any essential service, as the histories which they: produced 
embrace only a few of the latter ages; neither do thfey appear 
to have employed much researdi iii discovering the 6rigin of the 
Americans. At subsequent periods, however, maniy m^n of supe- 
rior attainments undertook to vnriteon this subject {note 2).^ But 
what has proved the result 1 Noth withstanding all their zeal jand 
•application, after undertaking much and having essayed tibrough 
tnany different channels an. investigation of bow^ and from whende 
Hie first inhabitants of America came, yet, to the present per 
riod^ no hypothesis has been advanced, that is sufficiently proba- 
ble, to satisfy a mirid sincerely and cautiously desirous of arriving 
at the truth. This is the conclusion drawn by that illustrious 
benedictine. Fray Benito Geronymo Feyjoo, in the twenty*$fth 
discourse of the fifth vol. of his Teatro CriticOy whwe^he says : 
'^ After long study and attentive examination of so many, and 
'"^ such various opinions, I. find ho one^ having the netoesjsary 
^^ appearance of truth to satisfy a prudent judgment, and many 
** that do not possess even the merit of : probability.^^ 

A^ research enveloped in so inucb obscurity, led the .cele- 
brated advocate Guiseppe Antonio CopStantini: to declare^ that 
whatsoever may be advanced upon the subject, doe& not pass 
beyond the limit of mere opinion, as we have neither histories^ 
manc^ripts, nor traditions of l^e Americans ; the grater part 
of whom^ he says, when they were discovered, were ignorant 
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md nncohrrated^ and that the suppositioii^ given by numjr 
writers are sabjed; to insoratabk: difficulties (lurff 3). 
^ Frfndfco Xavier Clavigero^ a modem American autii<Mr, has 
said-^ *' that the history of the primitive popvlatioti of Anahnac 
^^ VfO obsoare mid so mach involved in fable as to render it 
-'^ not merely a most difficult matter^rmlution^. but totally 
^^ impossible to come at the truth'' [note 4). 

The darkness 4^ thishutorital question open^ the roiul to an 
attack upon the impregnable rock of religion. About the middle 
of 4be last ceataiy, Isaac Feyrere erected bis systeanof the Pnea^ 
damittts whieh he founded iipon Hie more philisophical than 
hf^oneal one/ of the deluge^ invented by Thonia^ Bunfet in his 
sacred Theory of the Earth («o*e 5). Peyrere in this Ifystein i^o^lS^ 
denying, on the one hand, the universality of the dood upoti ihe 
earth, in opposition to the irrefragable sense of the scriptateS) 
and the uniform belief of the church, pretends, on the contrary 
with the S3mag<^^, that all the human race are not ^e 
descendants of Adam and i^ye, and eonsequenfly denies mriginal 
sin and the principles of our holy catholic Teligion ; producing 
the population of America as the chief support of this hypothesis; 
and the ignorance that exists as to the source of its 6rigin. 
Assuming <he iket, that there is no communication between the 
two continents by land, and not without traversing immense 
seasi^ he- infers that, anterior to the inventim of the nmiiiBerfs 
compassi men could not pass over either Urom Europe, Asia, or 
AiHca ^ therefore^ bb it is clear that America was peopled beibm 
the «ime of that invention, he infers therefrom, tfajit its mhabitante 
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are not the descendatite, from those of the old continent; and 
therefore not indebted to Adam and Evetfor thetr origin, bat to 
others of the human raee both male and female, whom God had 
created at a much eariier period, and placed in <liese Bouthera 
regions. 

Innovation is not to be tolerated in religioil ; fory being sole^> 
holy and eternal, it is, as it ha^ been, and as it will be to the end 
of time, immutable; new doctrines may be admitted in philoso- 
phical matters, but even many of these become dangerous and 
detrimental to religion from the influence which they* iosay 
acquire/ Thus, for instance, the systematic novelties of Descartes 
and other modem philosophers^ which, in the beginning, appeared 
to be neither morally good nor positively bad, by time and the 
force of inference, went the length, not only of orerturnrng the 
spirituality and the immortalify of the soul, and of making k 
material and corruptible ; but even proceeded so fer as to destroy 
religion itself so completely, as to &11 into the still greater 
impiety of atheism : the system of Brttnet gave rise to the 
heretical one of the Prseadamites ; and there are many others of 
a similar stamp abounding in this inconstant age of onr^s, whicH 
advances such bold pretensions atid calls itself the most 
enlightened. 

Although the Almighty subjected nature to ^certain laws,' he 
has, notwithstanding, resnerved to himself a more supreme 
dominion over her, and has, from time to time, been pleased to 
give the most resplendent demonstratioos Of his omnipotent arm, 
in acts and incidents stupendous in themselves, and even 
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^Qperiiar to tbose^ very Jlaws. In sadi caces it is better to believe 
liis works mii^acoloiis^ than endeavour to make an ostentations 
display of our talents by thecqnQing invention of newtsystems^ 
in attributing them to natural causes {note 7). On this accouiii; 
Burnet will always be reprehensible for the singularity of his 
systjem, as. will many other modem philosophers, for the notions 
tb^ have disseminated; but^ that of Peyrere, must ever be 
condemned for its heretical principles : Feyjoo, father Garcia, 
and his illustrator, mentioned by Constontini, Clavigero^ and all 
who have written from the commencement of this century on the 
origin of the Americans, are alike open to the censure of being 
careless investigators, in having passed over the indubitable 
memorials on the first inhabitants of America written by the 
bishop of Chiapa, don Francisco Nunez de la Yega in his 
Diocesan Constitution, printed at Rome in 1702. 

Among the many small historical works^ that fell into the 
hands of this illustrious prelate, who was not more zealous for 
the glory of God, than he was mistaken in the interpretations 
he applies to many of them, and particularly, when he attributes 
the whole of them to superstitioqi ; instances one that was 
written by Votan, of whom he speaks as follows in no. 34, 
section 30, of the preface to his Constitutions : '' Votan is the 
'^ third gentile placed in the calendar, he wrote an historical tract, 
.^^ in the Indian i^om, wherein he mentions, by name, the people 
;'; with whom, and the places where, he had been ; up to the pre- 
'' sent time there has existed a family of the Votans in Teopizca. 
^< He says also that he is lord of Ihe Tapanahuasec {noteS); 
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^ that he saw the great hoase ^ (meaning the tower of Bahel), 
^^. which was bnilt by the order of 'his grands-father Noe (Noah),*^ 
^ from the earth to the sky; that he is the first, man whom^ God^ 
'^« sent hither to divideand portion^ out these Indian lands ; and 
^* that, at the {dace where he saw the great honse, a different 
" language was given to each nation/^ 

This illustrious prelate could, have communicated a much 
greater portion of information relative to Votan and to-many^ 
other of the primitive inhabitants, whose historical works, he 
assures us, were in his own possession; but feeling some scru- 
ples, on account of the mischievous qse: the Indians made of 
their histories in the superstition of the nagualism {note 9), he 
thought proper to withhold it for the reasons assigned in no. 96, 
section 32 of : his preface. :*^ Although,^' says he^ '^ in these 
^^ tra^ and papers there are many pther. things touching 
^^ primitive paganism, they are not mentioned in this epitome, 
'^ least, by being brought into notice, they should be the mean's 
^^ of confirming . more strongly an idolatrous superstition.) I 
<^ have made this digression, that it may be observed in the 
'^ Notices of the Indians (the word idols is here used which 
^^ s^ms to be an error of. the press), and the substance of thef 
^^ primitive errors, in which they were instructed by their 
" ancestors.^^ ; 

Itisito be regretted that the place is unknown where these 
precioas documents; of history were deposited-; but still more is 
it to be lamented, that. the great ^eomre should have been 
d^troyed : this treasure, ^ acoording to ^ the Itidiati tradition, wai^ 
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p1acc>d by Votan kitiself, as a pro^ of his origpn and a meitoo^ 
ri^A for iutnrt ages, in ih$ tmok. iehrega, (bouse ^i. darkness) 
that he bad built in a breath, that is, in the ^aee of a few 
breathi<igs, a metaphorical expression intended to ioikply the 
very short sjwce of time employed in its ciNistavctmi. He 
committed this deposit to a distinguished female, and a certain 
number of plebeian Indians appoint^ annually for the purpose 
of its safe custody. His mandate was scrdpulously obaenred fer 
many ages by the people of Taooaloya, in the province of 
Sooonusco, where it was guarded with extraordinary care, until 
being discovered by the prelate before misntioned, he obtained 
and destroyed it. Let me give his. own words! feom na 84, 
section 90 of his preface — ** This treasure connsted of some 
** Idrge earthen vases of one piece, and closed with covers of the 
** same material, . on which were represented in stone, the 
" figares of the ancient Indian pagans, whose names are in the 
'' calendar, with some dhalohihuitei, which are solid hard stones, 
of a green colour and other superstitious figures. — ^These were 
taken from a cave by the Indian lady herself, and tibe Tapianes 
or guardians of them, and given np| when they were publicly 
<* ^umt in die square at Hueguetan, on our visite to that province 
•Mnie91." 

It is possible that Votan's historical tract alluded to by 
Nunez de la. Vega, or another sinkifair to it, may be the one 
which is now in the possession of I>ob Ramon de Oitdotiez y 
Aguiar, a native of Cindad Real; he is a man of extiraordinary 
genius, and engaged* at this time, in composing a woik, dK title 
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of which I have seen being as follows, Histcria del delay de lu 
Tierra, that will not only embrace the original popiilation of" 
America, bnt trace its progress from Chatdea immediately after 
the confosion of tongues; its mystical and moral theology, its 
mythology and most important events. His literary acquirements, 
his application to, and study of the subject, for more than thirty 
years, his sktUin the Tzendal language, in which idiom the tract 
just spoken of is written » and the many excellent abitHors he has 
collected, lead us to anticipate a work, so perfect in its kind, as 
will completely astonish the world. 

To the important information of Nunez de la Vega,I will add 
the no less valuable notices cottomiinicated to me by Don Ramon 
Ordonez y Agiiiar. The memoir in' his possession consists of five 
or six folios of common, quarto paper, written in ordinary 
characters in the Tzendal language, an evident proofof its having 
been copied from the original in hieroglyphics, shortly after the 
Conquest. 

At the top of the first leaf, the two continents sire painted in 
different colours, in two small squares, placed parallel to each 
other in the angles: the one represeii ting Europe, Asia and 
Africa is marked with two large SS ; upon the upper ai*ms of 
two bars drawn from the opposite angles of each square, forming 
the point of union in the centre ; that which indicates America 
has two SS placed horizontally on the bArs, but I am not certain 
whether upon the upper or lower - bars, but I believe upon 
the latter. .When speaking -of the ptaties he had visited on 
the old continent, he marks them on the margin of' each 
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^apt^r, with m ^9mM 9, ajw* l^o^ of AinfWi<»^ Witll «M> 
liprizpntal S. Between the^ie iiq^^jnag s^ai^i #i6 ti|;le 4^ ^s 
liistQiy, '* Prppf that I aqi .^»leb]^" (a. sqake), y^^^ ti^k l|f 
proves in the body of h^s worlf* by sa^ng Htfit be i& Cul^b|^ 
li^cause be is Chiyim.. Ife s^tps. tba.t be ooodiic^d ^p^^ 
^milies from Yf|lW9 Vot^ to this opntiineiit an^ as^^gOjBd IfMl^d^ 
^ tfaein ; that be is the third of 1^ Vo^a^is,; tl^l^ bf^vin^ 
detenoin^d to irj^-y^l until b^e. f^rriT^ at tl^e root c^f l^^ven, in 
order to c^scqv^ bi3 r^atiops, the CU^ebras, and i^^e t^i^f^lf 
known to them, he made foojr yoyage^ Ijoi,. Cbiviin. (wl^^l|, i;^ 
^pressed by T9p«atipg fpw: times fr^m. Y^vm Yotap tft l^alnm 
CbiyiiQ> frpnj V^iJivm Cbiviw tp Valiw Vo^n) ; t|i^ be ^v^ 
iQ S|pQin« ao4 ^iltJie w^9t toj^lo^p^; that ^e s^ tt^ gn^t 
l^onse of dod bpilding ; Ib^t b^ went by t|i§ rqad T^i9l|L Im 
bret^ij$n tl)«,CplebP»9 b^boi^edj that be ipt^rlf^ if, 4!y94i.lM 
bje passed by tb«.b«w^o£l^^th^r<Keii ifvilt^jm^. 

He relates, that, in returning from one of his Toyfig^ ,^ 
fqiijnd seven otber f$i|pilijes>^tlj^,Tzeqc|il nation, who bf^; joined 
^ firit iphaM:(^uits» an^ r^eflgpisfi} ij* l^^ep t|bie sftif^p, origin ag 
his ojfn, that is, of th^Cnl^^V^. H^ q?eaka of flje p|f<^:Ti;^rft 
t^eybpylt their ^rst ti9wn, wbidh^. ^in kg fii^njjf,^, r«<^v|^4;tM 
wm^Pf T2»qnil ; b^ a%m» thfi 1»TW 1ft««h*.%»^»*^fe»*PW»t 
Qf qijinners 19 tbe U9«t<lf thje t^blq, t9b]e.clo% (|i^^, b^ipg^cojM} 
aff^ p^p^Pft; *«*, ip r€(tHm f«r %8ffi, t^iey, tan«|»^ hw»^ t|ifl 
^nowMgis pf Qod.«»a^ <rf; bi% ^rs)^p ;. b^. ficsj^ , i^i^ ., pC a.k^jfg 
a^Did o^^ieno^ to him ; . $»d tba( he yats cho^j)-. o^ptaf9,< of aJtl 
l^e^ united MIlei,. 
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It uMAd tsu bfgt^t \Mpmim6e to haVe lAM meihmr IHe- 
Mfclly tMtashifecl ; Ibr, altbidUghit h #ritteh ib & lgtc6^Sb ahd 
%«rtltiv% ist^I^i it ^lild le^ 16 al more m^e idt^rpfbtat^ii 
and illustration of history, both diVifae ^d fatiinliB ; hidieed; sttbh ia 
^fairtatiott may bi6 cottsideted rfe^ubite to the gniti^dillon of 
t^ ^ttMi«;> fttid, oti ikifiolh^ dccdunti Bebause k pedt ntiiidbbr of 
perstobs dre likely to ^oditire iii'ore acteiiirdtfe obseWatiobs and 
tiiscoveries thdii ail iiidiridnal is tible to achieve ; but, ks the 
()iV>piriet«^ of this fragfaiiehi fexpr^ssed hiih'self td tiie, ^e ihiisifoe 
satigfiedi ibr the ^res^rit^ WitM the Uttle that has been accdiii^ 
(Akhed, (donsidfering the difficulty bf undei^tandibgthe sentences 
ilhd ^tii&tiotts of the glades inentidned), Ward^ idonstrdiiig il, 
iiistifficierii a^ it is, to clear Vip ^e historical obscurity which hs£s 
bilhettd iktigtted the greatest ialfe'nts of the Wdttd t6 no ^ood 
^r^Ose; 

iLet us now folloi^ the progress of thi^ ce\^hrtded chief 6t 
&e firsi ifihabkaxits of the American Cdntineirt, let nk e^taniinie 
his narratiTe carefully, and observe i£ it agrees with the histories 
atid Utt^eat t^diiioUs of Ih^ t^iiter^ o!^ bdtfi faemisphereB, and 
e<^par^ it with sonie of the £hr ntom^m^tits atid documetitis 
^tnifAied hy Antonio^ M Rid, cap^iii elf aHiiler^, Who w^s sent 
in oMis^e^ce 6f a# btder friM his M^^f^ OAaff^s the th^d, 
dfited Haith 1^ li9e,hf Vk "bkctlleiU^ didn J6sbph £^- 
dH^rilt,' eaptiLiii geb^ral of^OA^teihieiT^, td^ifi^^e' the ruini^ dfk 
cNy df i^ ipeiUti dtUnt mt ^ti^ufl^^, the hkme of Which fs 
titikfl[«#llj AM WW ^sco^^^ in t^ t^^iijr' M Fialeiiqtt^, 
^sti«Bi^€iM^ii, ib theprbVHice 6^ Ofaidpa wli^rie he^Bfd 
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magnidcent edifices^ temples^ towers, aquedacts» stataes, hie- 
roglyphics and unknown characters, that have withstood 
ttie ravages of time and a succession of ages, and of which he 
made many plans and drawings. 

Among the figures which this officer copied, are tw'o that 
represent Yotan on both continents, and an historical event, the 
memory of which he was desirous of transmitting to future ages. 

The first figure displays Yotan adorned with many hiero* 
g^yphics, the meaning of some of them I will explain, unless my 
humble abilities mislead me. — ^The hero has a symbolical figure 
twined round his right arm; this is significative of his voyages to 
the old continent. The square, with a bird painted in the cen^ 
tre, indicates Valum Yotan : whence he commenced his travels; 
and it is an Island, because among antiquarians it is unanimously 
agreed, that a bird is the symbol of navigation ; for only by the 
means of navigation could his voyages be undertaken : the re- 
mainder of the figure shews the course taken to reach Yalum 
Chivim. . ' ' 

The figure, with the bird in the middle, resembles the one I 
stated as descriptive of his maritime route to the other old coi^- 
tinent ; but the bird being figured in an opposite direction, de- 
notes his return to Yalum Yotan. He holds in his left hand a 
sceptre, from the top of which issues the symbol .of the >riiid, 
such as Clavigero in his second vol. states it to have been repre- 
sented by the Americans. Dependant from the; right hand is a 
double band, but to ^void repetition, I shall reserve; the meaning 
(^ this until I explain ^the second figure, as well a8;t^t of the 
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deify at his feet^iri the -adt ot sopplitmtidg to be takan to America^ 
in order to be thet^ known and adored. ^ 

llie second figure shews Yotan returned to America; flA 
deity, before seen kneeling at his feet, is here placed on a aeftt 
covered with hieroglyphics ; Votan, with his right hand^ is pre- 
senting him a sceptre armed with a knife <tf the ^toift^onet^ 
known here under the name of chay: it is'a species ofblaqk 
quartZy but is sometimes found of other* coloqrs, it is vitreous^ 
semi diaphanous and infusible; the natives armed their lapcea 
and arrows with this instead of iron which w^as unknown to them^ 
they frequently formed swords of this same by; placing it in a piecff 
of wood split lengthways; and also used it to^aake the knjvies em- 
ployed in their sanguinary'sacrifices :'by this act Votan shevvs the 
deity to be a principal one to wtioBi sacrifices wefe offered^. Y/otaii 
has in his turban the emblem of the air, and a bird with its b^sik 
in an opposite direction to his face, to signify hiS' sailing from 
that side of the world to this. From his left hand hang tfaeitwQ 
bands spoken of in the' first figure, but they are here more dis- 
tinct than in that j the lower band shews the line of , his descent 
on the old continent, and the upper one exhibits hjs A mericaq 
progenitors. The tliree human hearts shew, that he who holds 
the band, is Votan^ and the third of his race, as he represents 
himself to be in his historical account. To comprehend this 
more clearly, it must be obsierved, that the word Votan in Tlzen^ 
daV language, means heart; Nunez de la Ve^, speaking of lhi$ 
beroof antiquity in no. 34, section 30, says: *' This Votan is much 
•* venerated by all the Indians,' and in onc^ province they Ipo,^ 
*''iipon hini as the heart'of the,p€9pl€u'^ .... 
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to, and returns from, tb« «ld oDotinent, And of his being tlM 
third oi^ the mce ; tvith tb« <daplicate efigies «f him which 
Captain del Itto found scutptulvd «tt ttones, in one of Ihd 
temples at the nnknovm city, that we wiil, iot the ^reseot^ 
designate as the Pakftcian; wa shall have a Very condosive proof 
of its tre^, and this one will beccnroboratsdhy ao many others^ 
Uiftt we shfidl be forced to acknowledge this history of the ori^n 
of the Americans, excels those of 1lieOt«ekSy ^e Romans, and 
the most celebrated nations of Ihe world, and is eren worthy of 
b«ing compared witfi that of the Hebrews tiiemBiWest 

, If weacoomp«my this renowned hero and writer of antiqaity^ 
I do not hesitate to assert, that he Will leare xa faily satisfied with 
his veracity on the important poiat of ihe Amerioan pepidatioil) 
and whence It proceeded ; tiiereby patting an end to the coo«> 
jectaral assun^tions of modern auAont by onforcing a belief 
of testimonies so ancient and venerable, and confiilaing a 
discovery made in onr own titnei^ which will cause the despised 
anthorities of the andentd to be t^ceived, and smooth those diffi« 
cnlties, hitterto ptoducied by thetvadioess of writers, to escape 
from iht reai obscurity ctf the sub^t, by starting brilliant ideas 
instead of serionsty discussing fodsr 

Before we proceed, i4 is necessaty to identify tiie deity wlk6 
has been already described in one plac«, ib the aict of snppHca* 
tion, and in anollier, as seated on the tiiroae^ otf the altar, and 
receiving the symbol of homage and adoration from tiiat baBd 
whence he had bef<M« impfored fovour. 

The mitre or cap, witi^ the bnll^ b«rai^ which this idol 
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llMare OP ita iMad. ^ botli figares^ PQflM^aH, dqi^to aft ta li^ 
l^tng th« oelelH!ate4 Osrris o£ ^e Egjrptiavs, wbo^ according to 
Diodoras Sicolas, is the same as ])l(esraiin M M«ii«8^ son of Cbam 
andbeHrto tb^kiogdi^m of Igg^rpt, kpown to Ike. Greeks and 
Banyans, and worslj^ped by them a& Bwaysins-or B(ioeba»; 
adof^t^d aUo by other nations under difi^cent nauies*. and 
f«4Fttci|1arIy by tho Phceniciansi all finaly belieying in biQt> 
and that, in every place wd «nder. what na«e soever be: was 
the a<otive power of nature, viz : the good spirit, good for- 
tune, and the besitower of all virtae» f^rosperil^ and joy» Qn 
Hm otbejr bgnd> bis eneimy Typb<9^ waa. believed to be l^eevU 
principle, the general canse of wis^ttape^ and vices ; whom> 
according to |^lu.tarej|i« neither oi^der nov rcasoo* i^ectionfi -nor 
family, light nor Inaltb eonld restratn ;. lor thi» eaose wimtever 
penlarMor dls6g$imA.iiatw%, eveQ. to Hie: very, eclipfles^ wsis 
attrijbttted; lo bim^ 

The gfofil afMbiesi. of. Opim id., the idviWi<&0B of> the arts 
qecesfary. to social lii^;: bis jqsIIsq in settlitg dispates between 
indiividfifldsft bl9s pmdoMe. ift. traomtiittiiig. t» bis cbildreo the 
inheritance that had descended to bioL'IWHn-biisi'faiher; finally^ 
hi» strength a»d-<9Qfage^ in dettro^g fttroeitnis beaslis^ obtained 
forbiflt tbecoikfideRcet andloveof:hiB:8id)jecito, orrnither; of his 
famil^t. a* i^ i« probabliel^t all- the Egyptians were either his 
bno^rfifor w^phsim* oiver wbom bo;had nootiiet rig^t tbaathat 
wbkbi was) con&rr^hiy piimogftaitwesbipt. This peopte has 
always oontinned firm in the belief, of beintg. indebted. to lumlar 
tbe«rt of .oiiltivta|i«»g4hfl gr<w»d« of gHiidifi^eQni>.of jwaluog and 
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baking bread, of coltivating the vine, flax, hemp, and the 
aromaties peculiar to Egypt, and of preparing (he wool of 
animals, for the clothing of men. 

The gratitude due to him for discoveries so numerous and 
M useful, was accompanied by the affectiQus of his people; but, 
not content with making them happy, he sought to extend his 
humanity to the most remote nati^ms, who, living like the beasts 
of the forest, were unacquainted with the benefits of social life. 

With this intention, he left the government of his kingdom 
in charge of his equally humane and virtuous sister and wifelsis, 
atid attended by a large army, in which there were a great 
•tiumber of musicians and dancers of both sexes, he departed ; not 
with the ihtention of conquering kingdoms, but impelled by the 
desire of subduing the hearts of men, by instructing them in the 
iiame arts, he had taught his own subjects, thinking, most 
reasonably, that it would be more glorious to succeed by persua^ 
"sive means m drawing mankind from the rude and wandering 
mode of life they had hitherto lead, than by force, to attempt 
bringing them to that gentleness of manners, consistent with the 
true character of humanity/ 

His indefatigable zeal and iircessant love towards the human 
race, his heroic object of rendering them happy without a 
thought of depriving them of their liberty, begat a veneration so 
profound, that it quickly proceeded to the excess, of paying di- 
vine honours to a man who only sought to imitate the author of 
nature in his ipatemaj 'goodness. 

A reign so fraught with general felicity well deservedto be 
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efendzed ; bot it was shbrtaied by an enemy rendered more 
IwriUe and dhngerons^ hecanse nhsaspected, and allied by 
liie closest ties of bonsarigninity. This enemy was l^phoB^ 
liis own brother^ a wretch excited by the fierce spirit of envy, 
w^o oontriTed schemies to obscnre the iame of him he conld not 
imitate; and» being assisted by his compeers^ he conspired 
against his brodier^ life, and repeated the atrbci ns crime of 
Cain. In the absence of Mesraim^ Typhbn secretly formed a 
party^ and» accompanied by twenty six traitors^ assassinated 
him on his retom.— -Villainy so atrocious^ conld not be long 
CDOcealed by the diaHow contrivance of spreading a report^ that 
the king had been devonred by a crocodile or hippopotamns.-~ 
It wa* soon ascertained that his body had been cut into as 
inmiy pieces as there were conspirators ; l^phon supposed that^ 
diTiding^ &e body <^ Menes among his accomplices, would 
Inflltnie them against the memory of the prince, and, as he was 
JBunbilKras as i^li as cruel, he expected to be able to eiigpage 
ttiem, as a conisiequence of their babarity, in support of his 
usurpation of the crown. 

Impious and inhuman Typhon, may diy memory be 
aeciirBed with intemkinable haired, for daring to stain thy 
mnrderous hands, with the blood of Ay brother iemd thy king, thus 
kshring to posteHly Ihe execrable exfunple^ of a two fold crime so 
Irarrible ;' thy ambition caused a polished people to tear asunder 
tii^ niost sacred bonds, to precipitate Aemselves into the greatest 
flBbradtiesV to tarnish the glory of their ancestors^ and to disgrace 
their nation !..•.. 

4^ ^^^ ^ I^ *^^^tts itafomied of Typhonfs badiariiy^, in^amed 
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^miit f»es^ find \Oflsifltedi hyrjkeb icMmIi (soo: Ormsi r * lLnqvto\io .4w 
^e6)^(]^3{ tbe .fifttt«(jo€;AipaUo;/8b^ a,inaigcdrTtile death .bfilHkr 
iNiHbprit). . .TFithi atponterthl ardijn:^ harifidthfiit nibjeete; wiib, 
;ii^i)f^itieinKie«l .tfeBi'.heirefelf at^-tiicf iMkiiclialy:iate ro#<tlMAr 
t^^M ]imli9iN:Ii;. ai»l:. d^piAilfriei^erttoi jtefad-rrciiigeatice^tdhe 
li^iiMk ;.iR>; pwls^it; ofr- Aft » mttdclerdr, ! . fixiglit fu : aaigiiiaary tlMlNtli^ 
4^^0te4, tookchw pjfi8<lnAr,..«fid%faen^tilUa»ittrv^^^ 

! )h;:l!i^«ilt:isM^%) thil»,pvinifliii|i^IttfeetJniamaiis lArodier<!lri^ 

8Be<9«^i«i6tbe^rt>adw;asi>defii(rie*l^'laQdil3ris.>had been tino^ 

v«ii#1ificl^^ait..inQti«i i^ped; lin^/vcmemtidt ^afa«ciM bet^taBdi'tbiit 
t^l».^ aojiiMbeBd fitt- tbk ppposfe s|fe;ffet6iidedrt8«lun»itirimd 
ili!eind,:tojqelefarate7tte:i«doiief3fj boderad) )lbfltir!i^ tii«:i\<^MMil 
should cany its effigy suspended from.itfaeirsitedksi («al<{il% 
IHiis^cfisS^) d««b(ied/i«pqre<lly Ui^ iniwodbTn 1i«reSy .waa.gi^atly 
bamorfidiby tfaeLantitotsi^;ai\dj -j^y^onibe tuUkNuaiiieTto nofw^oaotif^ 
mi^s ,tD;bi :«9tokaEtodt: : )The Braihioi of In^.c^iby > it imjmlkam 
proomsiob iat e«rtaiti> festiYaAr* . and present 9t ib b^ kisidd liyrtU 
p«04ple^;iTbc» btlidrie il^Aibey^^re pv^ing detbtion td(theabtln# 
^miiw^i' b|! baoMng'.llie syprbot; of ^frnndityv: wbiohi tfi 
CM»lnatilfid; Phdllo^ andthe feitiVals in h»hog:tii)iik» u$H^i 

Phallophorides, see Descartes at these word s ! • :t !<' " :'' 

. JIte iQtim liad taii|i^t 'iam, thoitarl: «f /tiBdgei < : 4ibe priests 
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«i-ditiiiitir after btrjicitibf/aiidliiifrisyiulwltoeid ^kodcdW di^ 
«Ued A^ Heiuie ii[Jisi4lia*4>flin»vPBS.Ye^M!id^l' #{th^i"y«ti^ 
AbiB(;wi)ich iflsneit^ajbMnM^ 'hs«{wk4n><il^hi the Ifigttl^s jji^t^d^ 

famaj and a sort of j9lra]> ofrtMrngtrith ]*r6^'€hds4nauJ riglrt;1Hi« 
s(bra^ may : be observed =bel4T^iliekti«e»oi^t6b fi^^t^fi^r^^aiid^ 
«adi. the distiiMtMMiiof the tiuieti' ends in fti^i^^'tiititl df %be 

Biodonis Sicnlus, lib. 1, has left us a desrfiJ>tioii'VWP<6iirte' 
ftbnd upMi ati«i«dt')^iltiiiieiite/ wfaich'Sb^i'#h^:^^^ 

«* jjtwteg^g* <Kf^< tfcis^gdds, #a& liiy fatSei- j'lWth^tbe'kitlg'Osirfs, 
*«:'i»lib, ; f^nowedilajrjaijtoiiiiHUI >Wai^, >'dV«fftilri =^^ tie' carfli,- 
'5 .«iom(tiiearadt9«Ms offodi^to^HMilhiirt^ b^th^ibeai-^ and*/lit>m' 
'*.(Miejso<iro#<rf*h«il8«tt-; to *^>^hoi^ df' the'<^^^ 
Siltii^ientfoW aiid mj^ibcb^flte'^ere^^^d^ffita'el^ re^idri/^ ' 

The 8u^rsm6h i)4 A^^irftient* wajs-init sarisfiW'by pbip^^ 
ttiallfi^:*hfe;i(litteo()r4«s^ knd'CriiiJs^ 

<9Miliate^lheoi«(AMtaMms>'T^hbtii 'i»^«m -itif iklkilttiis hiitoiy' 
inrik)the;i«ito»4f ;0yt^ 

*HBei|it«fsrt*«Jfe-*fcniieif*lh*y'ioteAl'^^ « bliftW'fetbi'*,^ 

-nuit^pFdd^ fiaJ^'OSftfe^ w6b^M^']^y^h'i="^ipft iff 

UlJ|)efcmrtafy and Sii' lafaa' M iJie'#ia bf 'rifeavtii, ''dn 
«tpA*ieriof-giod; **d^^^hbii'«* gf6tf <tftB^'^i^4i^i^^ 
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of evils; lie is wonl»i[qped wider Hie liMrm. of .aa idol doi^hdU 
v|th skins aad called Natigai. This belief in boDificent. aod, 
malignant deities was oommoii with the Americans daring their;, 
i^latry. In Typhoo they eren now fear the deril ; bat he does, 
not, at present, pomess the .power of seiaing those who speak.ill. 
4>f him. In mythological iable, Ihatisdbiiefly lisimded upoit.tfM; 
events ^of E^gyptian history, the victory of Ap<^lo over Typhon. 
is well known: it. is feigned that, the . letter, overwhelmed by-, 
shame »nd rage, fled from his oonqoeror; and wnndering throof^- 
the deserts, under the form of a serpent, was at last destroyed: 
^ by a thunderbolt. 

The Egyptians com^ived so much, animpsity and aversion to. 
^e domestic enemy of their country, that; because Typhon hod 
red hair, thgr would not su&r any one whose head was distin- 
guished by HvbA obnoxious colour to remain alive. An unfiwtu- 
nate strwger, with the proscribed dketehtre, happening to. arrive 
in die country shortly after the deajb of Osiris, encountered tfie 
fury of the people, who dragged, him to. the. sepulchre of the 
king and immediately immolated him to his mpini^. 

The following is a drawing from the. figure whidi Oaptem, 
del Rio found in the temple before mentioned, and desoribiag. 
this event as do several other figures of Baccbanles seulptiired on 
the walls, which are detailed in his report. It represents a jMriest-. 
performing the initiatory purification of tiie victim, who is placed 
on the tomb of Osiris, which is decorated with many. Phalli 
connected. In this temple, the same gentlemaa discovered Hke 
figure of Isis which. ticoompaiiies his memoir^ It has on its bead 
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a cap similar to that oi 0mm, and holds inrith both hands a 
tmsted stick adoraed with flowers, havings at one end» a hnmatt 
head/ the symbol of royal authority in the administration of 
JQstice, and of the.dnties of sovereigns, both political and civile 
in prodding for die happiness of fte subject, by giving encoura- 
gement and pro noting religion, arts and sciences in their 
dominions^ The noiale figure, with a sceptre in his hand, is 
Mercury, whom Osiris left as chief counsellor and minister to Isis 
daring his absence. This Mercury was the celebrated Atfao is 
«r Copt of the Egyptians, second son of Isis and Oiiiris ; a prince 
of extraordinary prudence and ability, known among llie Greeks 
as Thot or ^fhaut, Theutat by the ancient Celts, and Mercury 
by the Latins. He founded the city and kingdom of Thebes in 
thai part of Egypt which fell to his share on the monarchy 
being divided between his brothers and himself; after the death of 
fiieirftther. Mercury was the inventor or restorer of t »e art of 
writing by sacred hieroglyphics, the knowledge of which 'was con- 
fined to the priesthood alone, under pain of capital punishment 
in case of revealiig the same; he also invented the common 
me^od, in a difierent diaracter, for the use of the people. 
Diodoms Siculus, in the book before cited, has preserved the' 
valuable insoription of Osiris, mentioned by him, and another of 
ImB in the fiidlowing- terms : ^* I am Isis, queen of this country; 
^^ I had Mercury as my chief minister : no one was able to resist 
^^ the execution of my commands. I am the eldest daughter of 
** Saturn, the youngest of all the gods, sister and wife of Osiris, the 
^ Jdng, and mother of king Orus/' ' ^ 

The abbate de Castres^ in the fourth vol. of his Mythologi. 
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qaUed -tlie Xsiac t^blcy fpmii) at ^/oi^e/ in IdSt^on.^^iicb w^m 
^qgr^T^ pianj %jrp^ai) 99ds,,mu|;if, partiici^lftr ipaiay .figures «f 
lais 1^-^)) vciriQa^ sypiibols. It wag iMir4;hasct4 il>y ca^iMi).3«i«^^ 
aqcl a%nvar49 pa^^ ^n^, tbie, 4(ike of MaotpaU ; p^nseuisiofw 4^^ 
wl^vfe death it was splendidly engmved in itsfalUizt» Ity i Eip^^as 
Yico of Parma. ;The plate, i^divide^ intothr^e ]}finizootf)l;baQd# 
which ^re occupied, by E;gyptian .deitfeg; n^jd A.grt«^. niim^blif 
of hieroglyphics' that- Pig^o^io^ 4n'hi» IWbesa .Isiacsij aii0 .father 
Kircher, JOj h^ <Edipu^ JE^p^apns, have lexplain^cl,, aod^ •.{ 
donbt ;no^ bijt ,|l^irr,/f i^ppsit^oosr nwy ^rve to Aat^piKt: tl^ 
^pl^iofi -fignr^f (jif d ;deit^ ^ ^«Pale|ipiap. !?i1{f -amiiiqiois^ 
p,^rticiilaiity\tbe hieroglyphics.. , yj > ; i , ^ -v ; 

. ' Althougl^ th^ figure of'Vptaiiisn9tf[>an4a^<«ig..tl]^sp^ jpt^ 
hayi^ tl^er.fjflMlovs hisJ|ory of Isisi^ndOgiri^ /fully .d)S^inea|ljf4U 
(<i^^at ed^erjtiqg to many other ql^ram^rine syijjectsiipfQjid;!^ 
del Rio^^tiMfv^ill, of th^in^lvi^ a^rd aif^^rifpr tnanyrcoo^lfi^ 
sjlye^ prppfe), ftere is .a> very, ppwecful a|;guineip^ to rfivofm^, 4<#^ 
^ot the existence of ^maritimie c^mnioniGationjbe^f ef^,th$; tw/t^ 
con^nents in the, Tery; reqaptest ages ftf antiqviity^.bff^, fifi^jqg^ 
t^^ duplicate figc^fes of ^Vjotsuqi- inrt^e , atjti^ff^efs pwe liftve-d^^iTtiteitl 
tj^d 0fti;abining ,thp Xiidj^Q. traditjiop, that, , N»»»a? 4fi; 1*. 'Y^glV 
foM)^ Terified by his.disqiveryTat the cas^.lpbrfsa^ Wi<fti tik? 
sinalL pprtiieD of ipfpf^tiofi vthis. iHq^o^f^ pte^^,.)iji^<f>ff)p^ 
iiicat<8^>. andtwi^ t^ lit^e sidded tbe^etp^ byf.titij^opM^l^jffer* 
Qidonez, these .are cpnqliisive ;prPofs> », iay^ ,of .yp^ ^ 1^,^f^h^ 
of his voyages to the old contiaqqiV »n^9if, ^;b^nK.>^be„^|r8t- 

P9p<i;i*^rpf %-p^^,.V9rWt.':- ■ : = t .;i ,;-;,:) ..') -jh .•►cfJ.: v! l' 



Digitized by 



Google 



iA'l 



' *I^i«(ifeiifr,1et as'confidetitty.'if&llbw this ingeiiibtis Mstorian 
«it€i ^xanitle #bat' hie tndahs by' Calebra, ' and what pYoolfs h« 
^T^s- df b^ing Oblebra.^BiS words are : ** I ^m Calebra, because 
•Xam Ghitim,** this; at drst sight/ app^ar^ a very short and 
Inconclusive ^^gnvnkvttl bat wi& kl little sttidj^ admits of a clear 

Hind con'^incitiff e:ft)lanation. ' - * < 

'Among the fev«^ writers T have consulted, in order to com- 
prehend Votan, the benedidtine Calmet/ifi hisi cdminehtaries oh 
the Old Testament; has bleared^e way for mei an<^ saved 'much 
tf6ubleln this wo^k, as by diligent study and unwearied industry, 
lie iiair coHected '^hatievei* the inost fe^eemed ancient authors 
fiirt^.pi'odueed; in^my o^itiiotiV is 

- ' • "Det us sopposi^ then; with Calmet and otheif* authors whom 
b^^^uotes, thbt som^ oftfie Invites, who were descendants m>in 
H^thr/son of <]!abadii, were settled on the shores of the Mediteri 
Tflitiean sea, atild Icnown from the ihbst remote periods tinder' tbe 
matiie ofHiVim or Oivim ilrom'wiiich regioii^ey'Were' expettk^y 
iMMHe^ye^tft before the departure of the Hebrews from ;l£gypt, b^ 
the Caphtoriins'or'^PIkflistines,' whoi accordfngto 'soihe-writeHr, 
wereioolonisti: itotk^ Oa(>padociay btfaeni com^eiting thenrto be 
Aoairi'Cypnis/ atid, H^reprbbably, aecbrdtng ti> a third opinniA 
^Mon Crete, ^MwOttiifdy ; ^llra%; to- ^trength^n iheir 'Aatire oomitrjr 
E^ypt, atid to pfbted tbelCN»el«^9 fl^m^ll ^astotiit, i\ief built fiw 
jitdbgioitres^ viii. A<(l«aroii, A)0»ta9, ik6calo»a^>iG^a',#emwUed^ 
tb^f isHula frequittt M^ibs «poii>'^e Oattitotitte towiis^il^ ail 
4tiiiiv«tffrQiiiisliag^eig^ifaoiin/ (d»oepti Ae-Bgypimns, wbbm tltc^ 
irilH^ ieB^iE;j(ttMl^)UnKl loarrica <on OHHijr WM»m 4hi( pobie^oY.Afik 
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The scriptures, DeoterrnHMny, che^. 3, verse 23) aacl Joshna 
chap. 13, verse 4, inform us of the eKpahnon of the Hivites^ 
(Ginm) by the Caphtorims, from which it appears that the latt^, 
drove oat the former, who inhabited the countries from Azzah 
to Gaza. Many others were settled in the vicinity of the 
mountains of Eval and Azzah, among whom were reckoned tJ^ 
Sichemites and the Gabaonites ; the latter, by stratagem, made 
alliance with Joshua, or submitted to him ; lastly^ others -had 
their dwellings about the skirts of mount Herm<Hi beyond Jordoa 
and to the eastward of Canaan. Jobsua, chap. 11, 3. Of these 
last were Cadmus and his wife Hermione or Hermonia, bot^ 
memorable in sacred as well as profime history, as their exploits 
occasioned their being exalted to the rank of deities, while in 
rej^rd to their metamorphosis into snakes, (culelnras) mentioned 
by Ovid, Metam. lib. 3, theic being Hivites may have giveir risp 
to this fitbulous transmutation, the name in the Phoeniciaa 
language* implying a snake, which Uie, ancient Hebrew writers 
suppose to have been given from this people being accustomed 
to live in caves under ground like snakes (nole. 12). 

Cadmus, in the opinion of Suidas, wfts tfars sob of Agenor or 
Ogyges, who, according to Calmet, is the giant Og, kii^ of 
BMaa« (situated at the foot of meant HermoD) who was Taii- 
qaished and slain with ail his &ttily find follower^ by Moseis 
when he entered into- the land of promise, abdut the year of ike 
world 2053* which' screes wtth'1451 of tbe v«lgar era, and 144f 
belore C^i8t~^W« 6te told ^ his imabiMe atatere in Bieatei^ 
Bomy,-a»ll» by lhe:«iMim<Mi8«ise of hisipori lMdftliBad,t|pfe>length of 
which is described in cutnts, viz. ft hf 4> In. Ifae' 6me> of Bffose^ 
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stfjourning in the wiMerness. Cadunis, aocohipaiiied by his 
sister Cilix^ his mother Telephassa and a nameroas company of 
his friends who were desirous of sharing hia fortunes^ quitted his 
father at the entreaty of his sister Europa, to take revenge upon 
Jupiter^ who had transformed himself into a white ball and 
carried her away : some mythologists, however, suppose that the 
ship in which she was transported had the figure of a white bull 
at its prow, and in this manner the &ble originated ; but the 
most probable conjecture ^, that he abandoned his country from 
Bf reasonable dread of the senteiice promulgated by the Almighty 
f^ the total destruction of the chiklren of Camaan, of which the 
Hebrew people wieus destined to be the instmment; and this fear 
might have been encreased by the dreadful plague of hornets 
Hiat preceded the Hebrew" invasion {n^te 13). 

The first enterprise undertaken by Cadmus was the con- 
quest of the Stdonjans, (the descendants of Sidonius> eldest son 
ofC^nlian^) and theibundation of the kingdom of Tjrre in that 
part icif the country, bounded on the west by the MediteSTanean> 
8Ba» and by the Red Sea on. the east ; a situatibn most convenient 
for ext^iding the great commerce that haa rendered this people 
so JcifMNrated in hkrtoiy, both sacred and prof&ae* The esta^ 
Uishmient of this kingd<Mnr is fixed by Calmet anno mundi 2649^ 
or 1455 befin^ Chdst, wad vihUAi y^ar, he says, corresponds with' 
the 37th of the Israelites wandering in the wildemess^: about 
llN^.ssmcr'periodCilix founded die kingdom of Cilicia, on the 
liionfiktes of Tyre and on the same coast of the Mediterranean. 

dadilii&was im^ siilisfied with Hiii Ofmtfd^ but fec^ltectirig^^ 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



do 

the succes of Gecrops, an Egyptian prince who, eight years 
before, had subjugated that part of Greece where he founded the 
kingdotn of Athetis, and considering Greece well peopled as it- 
was, an object worthy of his ainibition, and the conquest of it 
within his power, he directed his views towards Boeotia ; not at 
all intimidated by the circumstance of its being then governed 
by the \^Uant Draco, a son or a descendant of Mars. '"^ The 
'^ comuiencemeht of this Enterprise was commensutatie tvith his 
^^ wishes; his progress was brilliant^ but the terminatiotii 
^^ disastrous ; as it happens in small monarchies when the chiefs^ 
^^ prompted by ambition and covetousness, mutually seek eaCh 
^[ others destruction and finally become the victims of the most 
" powerful/^ Calmet, lib. 1, cap. 8. 

Cadmus founded the city of Thebes, situated near mount 
Parnassus, the capital of his empire, and fortified it with a 
citadel which he called Cadmea after his own name. 

The epoch of the foundation of Thebes is ascertained from 
one of the Parian marbles (now called the Arundel marbles, 
because the earl of Arundel, an English nobleman, at a very great 
expense, transported them to his own country) to have been in 
the sixty-fourth year of the Atticah sera, indubitably coinciding 
with 3195 of the Julian and 1519 before the Christian leera; at 
which period Moses, was with his father in law Jethro, in the 
land of Madian jfnofo 14J. 

Greece was indebted to Cadmus for the art of writing, thd 
cultivation of. the vine, the consecration of images^ the rights of 
sanctuary so ^scrupulously riespected by anti<](uity, and the use of 
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arms ofientive and defensive ; he was the first warrior who 
armed his soldiers with helmets of copper^ and he tanghtthe 
extraction of this metal from the mineral containing it^ and which, 
up to the present day, has retained the name of Cadmia. His 
disastrous end did not prevent the superstition of the jtimes from 
celebrating his worth, his talents, and his valour, by placing. him 
among the demi-gods (note 15J. The fable says, that his soldiers 
having been killed by a serpent near a fountain, whither they 
went to fetch water, (alluding to a battle that he lost against 
Draco), he avenged, their death by killing their destroyer from 
which he pulled out the teeth, and sowing them, by the advice 
of Minerva, they produced a plentiful harvest of armed men, so 
warlike, and so fiery in their' tempers, that, upon a slight 
disagreement arising between them, they fought and killed each 
other, excepting five only, by whom this part of Greece was 
afterwards peopled f note 16 J. This is not a proper place to 
discuss the mfeaning of the fable : unseasonable eruditon seldom 
fiiils to weary the reader, and leads his attention from the princi- 
pal subject under consideration ; Homer and many other grave 
authors have transgressed by such a display, it is nevertheless 
undeniable that this fkble is one of the greatest supporters of 
history ; I oannot, however, forbear remarking, that the Phceni- 
cian words expressive of a copper helmet, vrere so ambiguous 
as to signifiy also, a man armed for war, a serpent's teeth, and the 
number five. The invention of such a fable, its being fostered 
and propa^ted, either by the priests of the deified personage, or 
^iepritfcieii his descendants and successors, might have occasioned 
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the. first and tme ineaiiiiig of the words fo be forgotten ; wUle 
tbar bwn interest or ooovenienoe marjr haTe engrafted tbe 
dece]^tioa on the imiiuls of the valgari who; from ignorance and 
simplicity, are always prone iso credit portentoos oorelties ; <ak€W 
particnkurly, when they tend to idientify the characters of tiieip 
beloved princes with their national gldry ; and especially -when* 
their religion is concerned. 

It is also neceissary to ofasetve, that the names of Cadraas 
and Hermione are hot proper to these persons : Hermione was so^ 
called, firom beng bom ian Hivite among those who dw^lt neat 
montit Hermon^ while Cadmus signifies an eastern nan, oroder 
who comes firom the conntry situated towards the east; bat this, 
denomination was jriot imdiscriminately given to all Oraentols,.asr 
Calmet tog^tlier with other authors qnoted by him,.bdiiev)es; Initit 
propedy bel()ngi^ totbe Hivites near mount HermMi, who 
were khpwn as Kadmonites or Cedmonites, from the B^pew. 
word kedeoit whidi^ aceprding to the interpretation ^f tb^ rabbi> 
Jonathan, €rene$is^ chap* 15, verse 19>meaii9 east; ap4;C^ioet 
also places them in thip situation. Paraphrastres of J.enisa]^r 
in glossing the word Heveum, chap« 10^ verse 17^ of Genesis,: is,, 
in my opinion, more correct io rendenng it TripditanQKi^ mean-*^ 
ing to insinuate, as Calmet says, that ^^the Hebrews* removed; 
^< themselves to Africa, into the kingdom of Tripoli,'' ov to sp^ak 
more accurately, to Tripoli of Syria^ a town ip the kin^opi of, 
Tyre which was anciently called Chivim. Under this snp^si- 
tion, when Yotan says he is Culebra, beoause he is Cbivim>'he 
clearly shews, that he is a Hivite originally of Tripoli in Syiia^. 
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he -calk Y^lcun €^vnn> wfaiereihe limded> m hk voiytigte^ 
tOLtfae'old covtiiM&ti 

Here their we have hw aste^tioti, I am 6tflebra> because !• 
am Chivim, proved true, by a demonstration as evident, as if he 
had said, I:am allivite, native. <rf'/tV4po1i i»SyriJ», wliioh is Valom 
Chivim, the piort of my voyages U> the ofd eontinent and.beloiig^ 
hag to a nation- fkinoas' for hating ptofdiieed stich a hero as 
OachHoSi who, by his valour add dxpleits^ wais worthy of being 
changed into a Cnlebra (snake) and plaeed among the godii ; 
whose worship, forihe glory of my nation and race, I teach to 
iStit seven families Of the Tzeiijililes, tfaa^tl found, on t*etaming 
fii>m one of my v<^ges, united to the sev^ families, inhabitants 
of the American- conthient, whom I conducted Irom Valunn Yotan, 
ain4 distributed lands among themt- 

Should a scruptilouis reader- not feel conviction fiQom thii- 
iiiterpretatio^, the brask m^kl of \Hiich two specimens were 
fbHtldi otte of theiti now in the possiessioti ci ]^n Ramon 
Otrdoneie; the <ythel*, whi^ was' liiy own, I presented to the 
Ktnlgwith two copies of thi^ worit by the hands (Mftlie Pk^esfident, 
on the 2hd of June, 1TO4, will remove every doubt on this 
head (the drawing is in all respects the sam^ as 4hfe oirigiiial, 
eiccept being rather enlaig^, and ^Uy entiienticate the rest 
of what Yotan- relates in his history, as well' as dendonstrate 
that t!ie Americati tradition as to his origin aiid hi* ^ipul- 
siOti from the kingdom of Agoemecani which- was his first 
dittHste^ on tills continent, applie$!-t» Hitd; white the liamtive 
attd die itiediili aseHsted by sottie portio&s'of iiiAirmati^ from 
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Ca]>laiQ del.Rio, will elaoidate a few liiillwrical iragateatB, 
which have been related by writers of the greatett authority, 
but are coosidered apocryphal by the most esteemed modem 
authors. 

The medal is a concise history of the primitive population 
of this part of North America^ and of the expulsion of the 
Chichemeqas from Amaguemecan, the capital of which^ indu- 
bitably was» the Palencian dty, hitherto sought for in vaiD> 
either to the northward of Mexico, or in the north of Asia. 
This history, comprised in so small a coinpass, is the best 
panegyric that can be given, upon the sublime genius of its 
inventors, of whose descendants, at the time of the conquest^ it 
was a matter of doubt, whether they possessed rationality or.nol 
— Qn one side, the first seven families to whom Votan distributed 
lands, are symbolized by seven trees; one of them is withered, 
manifestly indicating the extinction- of the family it represented; 
at its root, there is a shrub of a different species, demonstretiire 
of a new family supplying its place. — ^The largest tree is a cieba^ 
wild cottOQ, placed in the midst of the others, and overshadowing 
them with its branches, it has a snake, Culebra, twined round 
its trunk, shewing the Hivite, the ; origin of all these seven 
families; and the principal posterity of Cadmus in one of them; 
it also exposes the mistfdiLe of Nunejs de la Vega, in applying 
the ^mbdl of the cieba to Ninus (^note 17J, and more strongly 
than ever establishes the derivation of Votan and the seven 
families he covidu^ited; hither from the Gulebrast The signifioi- 
tion of the withered tree, the shrub at its fQot» aqd the bird On 
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the top, I shell give, when I' speak of the idol Huitzilopochtli* 
— ^The reverse of the medal shews other seven trees, with an 
Indian kneeling, the hands joined, the countenance sorrowful, 
the eyes cast down, in the act of invoking divine help in the 
serious tribulation that afflicts him : this distress is typified by a 
crocodile on each side with open mouth, as if intent on devouring 
him. — ^These devices, doubtless imply the seven families of the 
Tzeqniles, whom Votan says he found on his return from Yalum 
Chjivim* — ^Although it may not be an easy matter to assign ^ a 
reason why each tree is expressive of each family in particular, 
it is incontrovertible,, that the Mexican nation had the Opuntia 
or Nopal, (two of them), as its peculiar device, therefore, the 
others might, in the same manner, have belonged to other tribes 
now unknown. An eagle, with a snake in its beak and claws, 
on the Nopal is also confirmatory of Votan's having recognised 
iii the Tzequiles the same origin frotn the Culebras, as his own ; 
and strengthens the Mexican tradition, of his having been driven 
froin Amaguemecan. 

Clavigero, in his ancient history of Mexico, vol. I, book 2, 
sjpeaki^ of this kingdom and the arrival of the Chichemecas, at 
the city before mentioned, which he calls the country of Ana- 
huac and interprets the name to mean '^ the place of the waters :^^ 
h^ says their native country and principal city was named 
Atnaguemecan, a word implying the same meaning as Anahuac, 
whei^e, according to their own account, many kings of their 
nation had reigned. Torquemada says, he found, from the 
Mexican wHtten and oral histories, that there had existed three 
kings of Am^guetnecan. 
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The traditions alla4ed tO'by |H|i^^4a^ receive son^e cch^- 
firpi$itiQp from C^p^in delBio'^ H^epAVj in whiol)| he says he foqnd 
in the CQiridqr of a buildip^^ (called by hio^ the great house^ ea80 
granfle, in the Palencian Gity)» three crowned human beads, cut 
in stone; and connected witli^ the sanie^ by a line proceeding 
from the hinder part, there ^vere figures represei^t^ng different 
subjects.— *In this manner the antients used to describe their 
sovereigns ; and, in still more renapte periods, their deities.-— It 
is known b^eyofld the po;5sibility of doub^, tl^at, in the early ages 
of paganisn^ the idols w?rc represented by symbols ox sypibo- 
lical figures only ; untU in the course c^time,; painting and the 
sculpture of huim^n figures were introduced* ^nd afterwards 
greatly improved by Daedalus of Crete*— Thus, formerly, a 
trident was the synonyn^y of Neptune, until the improved art of 
designation placed a human head b^ore it ; a shield or a elub 
indicated Hercnlea; a sword or a shield Mars; so that eie^h 
deity or demi-go4f was known by h^s appropriate symbol. 

The Mexicans followed this method to express the names^of 
their kings and transQiit H^e. remjfmbrance of them to posterity, 
and, in so doiojgt they used the same means of description that 
they had, been taught by Ibeir ancestors from the old continent* 
Clavi^ro has given, in bis second volume, portraits of the nine 
monarchs who opciipied the Mexican throne^ The first was 
Acai^i^tzia^ represented by acrown^d head, to tlie posterior part 
of wbick^, joined by a, line* is the device of a hand gra^^^ing soo^ 
reeds, bf^augj^tbe name Acaxnapitzin^ signifies ^^ one w^o hfis 
<< reeds, in. hi/s haiid^'^-«*Thft . second "WfiM E^uitssili^i^,^ who ha4^ 
for his. device, the small bird called ehufiiijfict^^ jot «friy)fl9Kie{; 
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(the humming bird), wi^^^M>f its feathers in its beak ; Hnitzi-- 
lihnitb, meaning a chup^^re's feather. The third Chimalpo- 
poca had a shield emitting smoke; his^name, by interpretation, 
is '' a smoking shield/' The fourth Itzcoate, a snake armed 
with small lances, the itzli stone ; the name implying *' snake 
armed with itzli,'' — and in like manner for the others. 

Another important monnment, still more clearly elucidating 
the Mexican tradition and Torquemada's story of the kings of 
Amaguemecan, is the tower discovered by del Rio in the court- 
yard of the great temple : it consists of three stories or floors, 
which was beyond a doubt the sepulchre of the three kings. He 
found the entrances to the tower stopped up, and having ordered 
some of them to be opened, was surprised to see the interior 
filled with loose sandy earth, but knew not from what cause, 
being unacquainted with the practices of the Americans ; and he 
was still more surprised oh finding an interior wall connected 
^W]th that of the exterior. The supposition to be drawn from such 
a circumstance, is, that for the purpose of raising the third story, 
for the sepulchre of the last king, the directors of the work, found 
it necessary to give a more extended circuit to the building, and 
therefore, devised the expedient of strengthening it by an 
outward wall, and perhaps, with the intention of continuing 
other stories as cemeteries for future kings, until the whole should 
have attained a very considerable altitude. 

In the small turrets on the top of the tower, Rio found two 
stones embedded in the walls : on these were scqlptured two 
female figures with extended arms, each sqpporting an infant ; 

X 
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this drcumstance appears to pot^^HtUe burial places of two 
<}vieeD5, or two young princesses, ^^erhaps of both. Of these 
figures he took drawings, but they are* imperfect, as the &ces 
had disappeared beneath the mouldering touch of time. 

Combining then the tradition of the Mexicans, . as related 

by all writers on liieir history, respecting their kingdom of 

Amaguemecan, f their having been three Chidiem^au kings ; 

t^ their expulsion from thence, as mentioned by Torqueuiada and 

confirmed by del Rio's account of the three crowned heads, 

accompanied by devices similar to those used by the Mexicans to 

ref)resent their sovereigns; the tower divided into three portions, 

in each of which was deposited the body of a king: keeping 

also under consideration .Yotan's history, and that, so ingeniously 

shewn by the medal ; all these circumstanees united tend to 

demonstrate, by evidence, as dear as evidence can prove, that the 

kingdom of Amaguemecan was situated in the preeeot province 

of Chiapa; and that all the writers^ who have embraced the 

•pinion that it existed in the North of America or in Asia, have 

continued in error. — They may have been misled by discovering 

iasome aooounts, that the Chichemecas and other trills x^me 

from the northward to possess themselves of the kingdom of the 

Tnltecas, which had been nearly depopulated by the plague ; tbey 

appear Jiowever to have overlooked the information they might 

have acquired, or perhaips^did acquire, that the earliest infaabitaots 

of .America came from the eastward^ that tbey preceded from 

the ^wsitera f>art to the northward, and again deacended tbe»ce ; 

#r, ttore probably, from carelessness of research than iroin 
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a total want of inforf^^HI which^ how slender soever it 
might have been, their cunosity should have prompted them to 
examine thoroughly. 

Of this historical fact^ Herman Cortes obtained intelligence 
from the Emperor Moetezuma himself, almost immediately after 
his arrival : the information was confirmed in a most solemn 
manner when Moetezuma and the nobles of his empire assembled 
to swear homage to the monarch of Spain, Charles V ; Cortes 
however supposing Moetezuma was mistaken, paid no attention 
to his account : he was himself deceived, and continuing in this 
belief, has been the cause of succeeding writers perpetbating the 
error, if I may be permitted to speak so decisively. — In order 
however to fix the reader's attention to what I have here asserted, I 
shall introduce, literally, the twodiscourses of Moetezuma as Cortes 
communicated them to his Majesty Charles V, in his first letter, 
dated October 30, IMO. — This, with several other letters, notes 
and documents, was reprinted at Mexico in 1770, by order of 
Don Francisco Antonio Lorenzana, at that time Archbishop of 
Mexico, afterwards Archbishop of Toledo, and subsequently 
raised t<^ the dignity of a Cardinal. 

" It is," said Moetezuma to Cortes, ** now many days since 
** our historians have informed us, that neither my ancestors, nor 
** myself, nor any of the people who now inhabit this 4?ountry 
*' are natives of it ; we are strangers and came hither from very 
" distant parts ; they ^Iso tell us, that a Lord to whom all were 
** vassals, brought our race to this land and returned to his 
*' native place. That after a long time, he came here again and 
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foand that those whom he liad ^^^Hb married to the women 



es, aod ha 



^' of the country^ had large families, and had built towns in which 
** they dwelt. He wished to take them away, bat they would 
'' not consent to accompany him, nor permit him to remain here 
** as their chief; therefore he went away. That we have always 
'^ been assured his descendants would return to conquer our 
'' country and reduce us again to his obedience. You say you 
'' come from the part where the sun rises, we believe and hold to be 
" tnie the things which you tell us of this great Lord or King who 
*^ sent you hither ; that he is our natural Lord, particularly as 
'^ you say that it is very many days since he has had notice of us. 
'* Be therefore sure we will obey you, and take you for our Lord 
^' in the place of the good Lord of whom you tell us. In this 
" there shall be neither failure nor deception; therefore^ command 
** according to your will in all the country, that is, in every part 
'^ I have under my dominions; your will shall be obeyed aiid 
*' done ; all that we have is suligect to whatever you may pleaste 
" to command. You are therefore in your own country, in your 
*^ own house; rejoice and rest from the fatigues of your journey, 
*' and the wars you have been engaged in/^ He continued to 
say many other things which I omit as being irrelevant. 

In another discourse Moetezuma said to the chiefs and 
Caciques, whom he had convoked in presence of Cortes and 
himself: — '^ My' brothers and friends, you already know, that 
" your grand-fathers, your fathers and yourselves, have been, and 
** are the vassals of my ancestors and myself; by them and by 
*• me you have always been honoured and well treated ; you 
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^^ subjects are bonnd to do for their natural Lords. I believe 
^^ also, you have heard from your predecessors, that we are not 
** natives of this country ; that they came from a far distant land ; 
" that they were brought hither by a Lord who left them here, 
" and to whom all were subject. A long time after, this Lord 
'* came again and found that our grand-fathers had married with 
^^ the women of this country, had settled and peopled it with a 
'^ numerous posterity, and would not accompany him back to 
** his country, or receive him here, as the chief of this. He then 
*^ went away, saying he would return with, or. send such a 
^^ power as should overcome them and reduce them to his service. 
*^ You well knotv we have always expected him, and according 
^* to the things, which the Captain has told us, of the King who 
^^ sent him to us, and from the part he says he comes from, I 
^^ think it certain, and you cannot fail to be of the same opinion, 
^^ that this is no other than the chief we look for, particularly, as 
'^ he declares that, in the place he comes from, they have been 
^^ informed about us. As our predecessors did not do what they 
" ought to have done by their chief, let us do it, and let us give 
^^ thanks to our gods that, in our time has come to pass the event 
'^ which has been so long expected. As all this is manifest to 
'* alt of you, much do I entreat you to obey this great king 
*^ henceforward as you have hitherto obeyed and esteemed me as 
** your lawful Sovereign, for he is your, natural Lord, and in his 
" place I beseech you to obey this his great Captain/' 

He proceeded by desiring that such tributes and services as 
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had usually been paid to and peHfirnied for him^ should in future 
be transferred to Cortes as the representative of their King ; 
sayings that he wouldhimself pay contributions to him> and serve 
him in whatsoever he should command. 

The assembled chiefs confirmed the tradition, and replied^ 
^' that they had always considered him as their Lord, and were 
^^ bound to perform whatever he should command them, and, 
^* for this reason, as well as for the one he had just given them, 
" they were content to do it." (Let this expression, they were 
content, &c. be noted.) All this, says Cortes, passed before a 
notary who reduced it to the form of a public act, and £ 
required it to be testified as such in the presence of many 
Spaniards. 

Cortes, wishing to keep Moetezuma in the error which he 
isupposed him to have fallen into, says in his first letter : — '' I 
'^ replied to all he had said in the way most suitable to myself, 
" especially, by making him believe your Majesty to be the 
*' chief whom they have so long expected.". 
'<^ It is surprising that the unvarying tradition of the first 
occupiers of America having come from the east, should not have 
been examined or attended to by Cortes, and that it should have 
been unobserved by subsequent writers, and by the introduction 
of the following notes into the republication of Moetezuma's 
discourses, is notice's astonishing. '' Hie Mexicans, by tradi- 
^^ tion« came from the nothem parts of the province of Quivira, 
^' and the particular places of their habitations are known with 
certainty ; this afibrds an evident proof that the conquest of 
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** the Mexican empire was achieved by the Tultecas or people 
*^ of Tula whidi was the capital. This was an erroneous 
^^ belief of the Indians^ because they came from the north ; but, 
*' had they proceeded from the peninsula of Yucatan it might, 
•' with truth be said, that they came from the east, with respect 
^' to Mexico. In the whdie of this discourse, Cortes obviously 
^/ took advantage of the erroneous notions of the Indians/' 

The natives were not mistaken, but Cortes was in error 
from disregarding their traditions, which, to say the least, he 
ought to have kept in recollection and carefully examined 
when a little industry would most unquestionably have satisfied 
him; but, as it was known on the other hand* that the 
Mexicans and other nations, occupying the desolated king^ 
dom of the Tultecas, descended from the nothem regions, he 
took no pains to seardi out from whence and in what manner 
they came. This negligence of Cortes, occasioned the error in 
authors who wrote after him; and it arose prindpally fix^m 
their not having attended to the traditional of the few exktiiig 
testimonies of the Tultecas, Chiapaiiecos and Yucataneses, and 
the £ew historical fragmentfif produced by writers of the greatest 
authority on the other continent, who have been similariy- con- 
temned, by the most celebrated modem authors. 

The Indians carefully preserved the remembrance of thieir 
<M3giu, and of their ancestor's early progress frogi the i4»lmitary 
or the forced abandonment of FiolestiBe oo the ingress ^of the 
Hebrews; but these incidents have bean, in my opinion, 
errooieously interpreted by aiKti»ors*^--I wiU ^ene intaodnqe what 
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the advocate Joseph Antonio Constantini advances on i;hi$ 
sabject. In the second volume of his Critical Letters, in that 
entitled on the Origin €f the Americans, he says : " We are 
^^ indebted to Gemelli for some valuable information which he 
** obtained, during his residence in Mexico, from Don Carlos de 
^' Siguenza j Gonzora, into whose possession it came, as being 
*' testamentary executor of Don Juan de Alva, a lineal descen- 
'^ dant from the king of Tezcuco who received it from his 
^^ ancestors: this is, therefore, the most authentic document 
'* which Gemelli procured, and he has carefully preserved it in 
'* his sixth volume by a plate. This engraving displays a table 
" or itinerary, on which are delineated the voyages of their 
** progenitors who peopled Mexico ; it consists of diflerent circles 
^' divided into an hundred and f#ur signs, signifying 104 years, 
" which they say their forefathers spent in their several domi- 
^' ciles, before they reached the lake of Mexico ; there are 
^^ numerous and various representations of mountains, trees, 
^' plants, heads of men, animals, birds, feathers, leaves, stones, 
^' and other objects descriptive of their different habitations, and 
^* the accidents they met with, but which, at present, cannot be 
*' understood/' 

This itinerary I have never had an opportunity x)f seeing/ 
although very desirous of obtaining that advantage, nor the 
book "Which iBotturini say s was written by the celebrated Mexican 
astronomer Huematzin and called by him Teomqxtti,: the divine 
book ; wherein, by weans of certain figures, he shews the origin 
of the Indians, their dispersion after the separation of nations 
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subsequent to tke eon^idn of Umguen, llieir wanderings, their 
first settlement in AniefHca/and'tlie fbaii^ation of the kingdom 
of Tnla^ (which, I inspect ifrofti thte tnistJoJite^ of writer^, is not 
that of Amaguetnecaii), ialnd theirr' prb^si»' down to - his time, 
these incidents appear to be the same -ad those whieh )iappened 
to the Cantonites generaUy, and to the Hirites in partica]at 
along the whole coast of Africa, * uti til their passing into 
America abd arrival at'thfe lake of Mexico. Tlie hundred and 
ibar years of domicile desiiribed by him were in Ainca, and not 
for the space of one year each, btit of many years, According to 
the exigence of circumstances in the progress of population*; for 
it is evident the peopling. of the earth after the general disper- 
mm of the human race, advanced but slowly, as colonies could 
not be settled without surmounting great difficulties in dearing 
the ground from trees and Ihickets which covered it in every 
part. This was boring the ground, in the meaning of Vbtan, 
wheii he says; he went by the road that his ancestors the €ale- 
biieis hlni fc^rnierly bored. 

Calmet, in his dissertation on thfe country to whleh' the 
Canaanit^ tetired when they were expelled by Joshua, concurs 
in attrdiing' this to be true. ' 

ITlis enlighitetied writer, after relating • various opinions 
which he proves to be ilUfounded, says,, the one most generally 
-ree^fmld,' mttst 'consottant with truths and also confofmable to 
thfe' OeiniBATa HierosolemitanaV is that 'which 'suppotei^ the 
GaMaanifes "w^ifit into? AfHca: Hfe adds that Procopius,*ilb:' 2, 
caj). W, of the VandiflklwS^ War; say$ they^first ll^d into Egypt, 
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ct^xne to the n^ot^^pi^ ce^^o^suofT^ Africa j tii/ey l»qm«Ki«grxiti£»y 
•pcewi ffafq^Wes yOf^r, ilup a^^s^rnvt kwohjM^b, <»c!a^j;ii|g! tffarljr 
all :(he: tr^t;tha1^ ^xtendflijtofiie? :wlaiw»» of Qeviqpil^ iao4 
retained t1^:i^nGi4^|i^ |imglK^,,iiltbpiiicb ia som^ ^ng^evO^a?- 
nopted. • 'IV? sapjport ;i^i^>o|»«^oj»>- I^(,a4dii^e^ Ant|Mim)iQQt 

* * 

jeracted by ^is;|U|^i|» fiihicli vfm %>nd;ift,^be'ci|;y oCTaajfitT;: 
it consisted .f>f IFT^ oolmanr gC witit^ 9pii«p;bHu^^i)H^ iDMrPl>- 
jljloftin PJMBpijciMi j^racters' ■.*f We..af^.>^e-<%bjHJlrQBi|Oif/t||Q«e 
;who Hfid -i^ofn t)ie^ irolaher J«^p, tbe-fl^ itf Ijlaft^ a^d Jxi^ fimn4 ^^ 

_ ^^«s«,.colaiKHifs in^ very poBys9>Iy be i^ xoa4c«|ibat.. Yo^p 
jsay^ , ])e ;,)l|ef| ,b^|ii^4.,]pa»«9 |tb^ rniad ..^MtJt,his 4|i«09t<iKSr)^ 

ll^f^xprefsifn ;^£;U)e,4iQf|q^ptip»,,4^9l« iTie^a^ W:J^hu%W»S'^ 
^ox^^pf flave, where as^i^ is s^vted fn^Hie.i^qpifitar^ ^vfl'be t^v«^ 
jihe.89ii«f NuDi }t^ecsms4hep«f(M;etorh«ve famp^ l^^yjfOQ^f fie/fa^ 
lection that Joshua is indiscriminately ciUM: thf .^p« )%V4 MSdf 
J^n.^.^Ufferentphu^of Holy.Wriiu ...; .».;'!.> 

, , 4J|thoi)g^ we c^aiiot fix to a ^fltam epoch :^ time 9f Ite 
Canaanites occupying the coasts' of .A^<W :ipi||Wtti|}|fA#'it;did 
n^t talc^e .place,, at «iie pe^, bat ,^|raf4fiaNy) :a»>tb^jf :foand 
lihefa^elyjes oppre8^;bytbaH^l]Hraw<)Kf>ffs.yiin4 beQAase;|nji»y «f 
,1^e Hivites* as,wehavfs,.aliBa4y ffiK^ al^aodAV^d their ^Mliliags 
}ff((o!at. J0flhu.a eptfired J^'ale^ljine . (im^. 1^ Ttiem i-h\ .mtdonbt 
l^atjall these coKhh^ ^sted' Tptimr t^ fix^fj^jtn wwan baoavae 
(^c^BJif !pptor|iii^.firoin4henca foand^thatQfQfyparftai^thedqDas^ af 
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Aftiiia vkete tiiey 'laiiMM ^ad ibeeiilialreaflyi peeipled )iy/ UlA 
Kttnidaiui. i Oft. ibis plinit this Graeki'iwd latin wviteiii^ee,, 
aecoi^Bg./to the: t9itimeD^>:«f tfiodiMt iin^'bis work «Qtfiil«d 
Oaniiafi:;:aad«£ Hdrara&^lon tbe.origiwof Ibe pi^pW of Aiaericai 
Iab».!9^«a|ii.:3^4: qnotied'.fe^'-C^liBct;:''!^' 

The eera of thcJiTrajatn'mu* is £K«dat'two titHidi>dl and' 
forty years after the death of Joshua. Taking this- f»r grantisd/ 
and coi^paring.lhe^^qfKwtti wl^' the > -aforesaid' colonies- 'irere 
established'. Sn iAfricsy irnth- that trhi<oh>'X> siiall plresently shew 
c6nocming! /4iK -fonadaiioni of the 'fiii^'ir^lbAy ^in' AtMencW l^' 
the grai»d»fiit|i^ of t Votaiiv'it ^ilt oUa«ty apipeai^, <&aty «aoh of 
IkehAnAwd ai^-^otir;ai|giiuiiiB>tii(e-ilideraTy< of-Gekielli does not> 
e<MnwBfHHKb!iriftlia'Tesidfence'Of oDeyeai% ^f bfmany. • 

■: T1iisiAM«ai7^«ipf»oi0d<by inain^^ historians as^^d^ 
tix Asifty i or; the ■ hoUMm; parti- of Avwevibd, has '• 1>een the • nidatlf , 
of) 'asigaienting . omt' UistdMci^' dilfieukies-so^' tboch/- thtft< we 
eiieodntHniiothiii^, bnt-i oMiftisiMs ' dodhts'ttod^' qacfries i- tMs will* 
beilMftit^iTd^mtigiioitheiirofkfi^olf €lairigerd,'lW<]ti«inada! A*i9 
aUiO^enDjvFfaO'havetreitfted onthis-flMili^ect; It iiclveiithieieBS eoti^- 
fitra»> the«i-nari«ittite. of'*¥c4aii «iid the: spppositiocKi' 1? h»?<^ 
viebtu^«d^fotaflftie"iiS!i(*fflh6teafl(r>app«Jp. / 

' : -Asidt |sa» beeb 'akei^f pi^ed'<hiM>V€UlM <)hit4ifi/ whe^« 
¥4!ta»^liM|led>i%..hb ^^xve voyage*^ <» '>t!ke oM' <idMeiteBfi' is 
TnpiAiniiii Sysi«{<Jit &S'''ni(y«ir'¥equisitel to e9liahlihe^wlM<^' waisHffiei 
sftiuitioaibfiiirtiltMti >Votbl^i<<i>ota]i -: - 

e.lr Iii^«AJ|er«i»idilJbii8li<4hi6iypk>rlii^ qcl(6Kio9ifi ^hich> wilt h«tfre 
tiii^dfieift'OftdMiWibg'.^xMii-^d^I^S^^Us^wHty^^^ 
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info which time and^^reVolutiofis upon the old contiiwiit^ have 
plunged, those hifltdiioaL; records tiiat remained in ancient 
traditions; we shaUideriyesuffiGBlentasedflrfan/De from Cal met id 
his dissertations before imientionedi .relative to the comitry in 
which the'Canaanites, when expelled by Joi^na and the Jmiges^ 
his slicc^sorB tookfefoge, as also from/ the excellence of the 
Hebrew history. 

. Thiacelebiiated wdter. recites the o^^ of tiie most 

classic authors on tb^: <||sqOyery of America^ arid .the origib of 
its iohabitants» to which^^ howeter, he dote not alwaya assent^ 
and among them producsesthat pfHornins^ who, suppoirted by the 
authority of Strabo^ a^lrms, as certain^ that voyages irom Africa 
and Spain into the .Atltull^ ocean were, both frequent a»d cele-- 
brated^jaddingfromStrabo; that Endoxina sailing from the Arabimi 
gulph.to Ethiopia An^ India found the prow of a ship : tlmt had 
been, wrecked, whichp from having the head of a hone carved 
on M, he l^new bdonged to a Pbcenictwi bark, and soum Gttdi- 
tani Qierchants 4«|ared it to have been a fishing vessel : Laertius 
relates nearly the same circumstance. Homius says (oontnmes 
Califiet,) that, in yery remote ages, three voyages were made to 
America, the first by 1^ Atlantes.^ dtaoendants of Atlaa, who 
gave.hisi nai&e totheOeean.aildthe islands Atlantides; this name 
Plato appears to haye Jeamed fiN>m the Egyptian priests, the 
general Custodes of antiquity. . The second voyage, menticmed 
by Hornius, is given pu tl^ authprity. of Diodonuj Siculns^ lib. 6, 
cap. 19,, where he says: The Pluenicians having passed the 
columns of Hercules^ and being impelli^d by the violence of the 
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wind abmckmad Hicnielves to its fbiy> and after estperienciBg 
many, tempests, were thrown upon an, island in- the Atlantic 
ocean,, distant many days navigation to the westward of the coast 
of Lybia; which island, possessing a fertile soil, had ihavigabl.e 
rivita, and there wiere large boildings upon it.. The report of this 
disGOTetyisdon spread among the <?arthagh|iansand Romans the 
former being harassed by . the ware of thcj latter, ■ and die people 
of.Maoritaiiia ; sent a eol<my to that island with gi'eat secresy, 
that, in the erent of being orercoine by- their enemies, they might 
possessa.plaoe of safe retreat (No/e. 20). >' 

In^atmtheriplace, Calmet introd«ioes this passage of Diodo- 
ms mofe in detail, saying, that the Phctnicians having returned 
from tbe idmsd, so highly extolled its beauty and opulence as to 
inspire the . Roonans with a desire of making themselves iaasters 
of it and fettling a colpny there. This perplexed the CarAagi- 
nians,..whQ began to .fear- their coontrymtn'' would be ena- 
moured of. a fertility so much praisM, and abandon' their native 
soil to settle there. . They viewed it .<m the other hfmd, as a 
safe refe^ in the. event of anyonfofeseen calamity, or, if Iheir 
.Republic in Africa du>uld fell» to:whiGh, as being masters j»f the 
sea, they, could easily, v^i^ toseonre themsdves and feinilies, 
m<H«. eqpei^ly as.^ region; was nnlBiifowii ilo other nations 
(tt«le,. 21). Aristotle, continaea Oalmet, . in his book of 
Wooderfnl tlupgs, speaking of this island, says, the Magistrates 
of. Carthage having, observed that mapy of their citkseiis, .who 
had nntartaken the voyage thither, had not returned,; pro- 
bibited> uncbr the penalty of capital punishmeiit, any further 
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e«Agr$^¥if^ IM»<1 OnAei^. ftoiie .who Iwd niiMio«i.tIiefe..to 
rctofP to. ikeijc c0imfrj|r,i firafiag^i that as! soM^as tine a0air shovld 
:be kiM)l«1l> i0th«r ««tioii» would «iideaT*ok< to: eatalilbh tliei« a 
• peaceable !Qo|ii|ti«voe!(Mfe:;2$^)i: .; ; .' ':r'-' d ■.' ..• :«. './[ '. . 

.^as i^nteiiiff .l«:tlle^::pt^eccdiog,L•d1l4i»4tluifc.at^lMlt«d/to' H«iv 
cuks, wbc i9.thea«t>pdseib and>or..«f th^ OadstiiQiait-lcakrams 
and: wiioia< .Gallctcr/rdiik^ as joolite«i|ioFait]r with H^mwr tad. Jiefalef 
:of the Cilmiaatiitea wltQileft! Palesttne op. Ibfe inteasioD df iiMkok, : 
this hero, had the saroaidfeLMagiisanas^ derived friMfa.the OU^ 
dewl..Wiord Gow^ -itigiiifjriajgfttoi s<»ratch, ,jaid .hyihistapUbre to 
p)a4fi^;fnnQ wftich nk»^.:i^bqM laaHi .f«trds: of irivbrs; ave> called 
IM^^m^.iDT.tbe. €%ialdaic. kUaait;' ofMs.lstn irtji^geBi^i tibmre 
.<QXMifd a. .^esti§^ la .- tbfe totton :oif W^si' GappdL m Ifaacr iislaiid' a£ 
-WaftsWnen i . it vnA. jftw.paiAting^f k Aip and hertAplani, who 
-WW r)et>i|elieBted,:aiiad(«d«anGedi' age^thd iMrepdrt>df'hi»lw«d 
■k$Mia atu^.his'fiieelftdaaKd'li^f'tftiedaBi;! he -«ras.wbnEn|»|ked -ara 
;deity,Mf<A{t«aitileid!thaf8alie:toiini/ and.iAcriftccd; jfttordfbgto 
:tbt$)]^ho^<patt(ntfafi w«e j » <hw d/to; hintii^e^itByi ^Iiam w«re 
UMi^'-^dMi! ihAi*ads>fofilhi6.viuliQb'(.:bdt']^ rwrit^ <lifliiid«e|ded 
,whMh<r let 'AfagdiaQad iDr>tme -otfihisidescaiidsatB; ior>wtraihei> to 
;4i.;Fb<ieiii(daa <di« t i i epabhedAy/ theisainejlpp9ilaid«<i, v^ are*>to 
attctbole thd ii«tig9tiMltj6r theAtiantic./ C^riiin howtM^r, Mk, 
^thaib U^oi^mk speaks, lofdHerbala wtid 8atled^|iMilld<aM»'«rorld 
. «lid i^faQ<4>iinded:th'i3»<%r:of I«bti iariSc^tiiiMiiiia<i fain(;iivO'iii>¥it» 
.hfMp^ntcd'^nit^«tssltaiiti<m'(kt«^ 94)«'.< ' - !• c:).I-.:: .;a:f 1)mI 
;. Wttdttbfmywildiirwsia^vras the pUmtmfvm^^'UfiAsAf'^n^ 
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pcitn««:t«if tluajnyal hotKte iof jIHivid;//M4i9 aiairitaifaecl> 'Wheii 
4is{Hi^g:iii Ike coogness'tof: wbe)<meB>} asaisaMed iby king 
AAiiafmm%'^^t truth tU jth^ ]pu>it>inmk^le'«^Hii Ant can-l^^ 
lnist(f9!^ i y^r thft fiQ^it '>of ;tii'e: jnosti ahsalqte ratiiiuHrthy ' tbe 
i^fDHilf^ltg «flf dsiOC. the: la^st g(»er«ii8!innei,' a^ : (tlje ttmneettf* 
4a«l(4iM)l&t>f>fth«)noat;!bewitohin9bea]i<y; are-m^isafficieiitly 

'. )1%ia scliuddenoe ioi : the memoHals < bf ^the wHters f «tf the old 
AOIf^flntif wh0m{; haJKeiJiiBt iiienticqaed^|vrath.:tlie^troditMib,ia8 
ilU^Q^ti^ in' Mojlt^^mina'a twb >4is(mitne8y itiJ^atitheiSfea^icatis 
iWA^iortgiflatly f«wnth6eafli;'#ith tbeinarrati«»'»bf)yotair,)with 
]4ife Incidl^litB. cfNDRfeiMinitkd by flie mftdal,; n«i<hi?tiie)«P^6Tt of 
Captain del Rio, and with the figarfes of the ultramarine dfeities Isis 
aUdiOpirfa^lotebed l\y luiia in -the temple, of ;1be Fblendan city, 
fi>rai aMi^^hier: «hch . an itref «^l>l«>body ef* erl|]e«ee tk 'it is 
almost impossible tQ;diseradStL ' .'Thti reT^o^dn'Of agtes>^as't>eeA 
thepdrentiof ail enxw among iiiodei<fi'wtiten^>«hd:«i«ti tendered 
H» truths of the v^aat cliassitf smtamfi prM[>leBMitii(tal, hMeoauSci Hht 
hitter •have'ni^t beeniftbdieii rvtidi 9uffi«ieiit'^<>^reihy"tfaeir t/acces^ 
8etasf>trattiffle itsdfii<»riitepv9li to Titi^lieate'thi^r credit, and. 
beofiiies) an lineoitravertMife eTtdeoce'df ' the ni^M^fy ck these 
•lighleaaiiddiseredit^^narmfi^i ' I '>':i! ' ^"'^ ' '• ^ 
( >: Td«««m9ctthdi.^|[tiinis^ibt:»d6^tsiIhAV«\Ad^ \i willnow 
teyeoepsiiiy t» examine the periocis of the' eve^^ ^rrated; and 
mijntrc'in wlnefa.vdf t&e'vbyages, ak^ltdy meatidned^the popu- 
Istioti of Amcrica'liadtts'beginiiinj^; iand iti what'pairt,' aiMat 
wMt time^ the tnoestbrsof Votaft' colonised it^^nd tt^ho these 
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Tbe first voyage /was Hiat of Atlas. ' Atlas was the son 
of Jap€%tts brother to Satorb/ and cousin to Jupiter^ who, m 
the war whidi the latter waged against his father Satnm and hts 
unclea the Titans, inade himself master of the frontiers of Africa ; 
Atlas and Jupiter were therefore contemporaries: the reign of the 
latter is supposed, by many ancient bistorians, to have been 
coeval with that of Belus king of Assjnria ; but this supposition 
determines nothing 'with certainty, oh account of ihe difficulty 
which exists in attempting to ascertain the precise epoch when 
the As^rriah empire commenced. The abb£ Lenglet, after 'much 
research, decides it to have been one thousand eight hundred 
years prior to the christian aera. See his work, 8vo. edit, tom It, 
chap. 12. 

It wiir be pertinent to our enquiry, ' to introduce a brief 
sketch of Jupiter's genealogy from the detailed account of him 
in the above named part of the Abba's work. 

The descendants of Magog, the second son of Japetns, formeil 
air the earliest periods the I>acian, Celtic, and Scythian nations, 
and subsequently the T&rtitrs aosud the Moguls ; they remained 
but a short time in the country where they settlcid 'after tbe 
general dispersion ; but, overrunning America, they occupied 
the best and most fertile parts of the country, as Strabo infdmis 
us, libi. 2 : Sac0r apiimam ArMeniiB partem bccuparuHt. Not 
content with Ihh excellent h^cation,' their restless disposilaeo 
^nd warlflce spiritr keeping them unsettled, they spread over tiie 
western part of Asia; then called Asia-mni<^r, and now' AnatoHm^ 
tbe;^ l^en t<M>1^ po8se«sio|Q (^ Cdppadocia, and pnrsaing th^ir 
course along the shores of the Enxine, now the Blaok Se»; bnilt 
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the city of Acinonia, in that part bounded by the rivers Thermo- 
don and Iris ; they afterwards built another in Phrygia, which they 
alsonamed after Acmon the son of Menes, whom StephanusByisan- 
tinus/ in his e^fplanation of the word Acmonia, affirms to havief 
been their chief in. the first invasion. Acmon met a violent death' 
by his eager pursuit after wild beasts^ and was placed .among^ 
the gods to eternize his moral, political and military virtues ; he 
was worshipped as a supreme being, under the appellation o^ 
the most high ; woods were consecrated to him, and sacrifices 
celebrated in honour of him, as we are told by Sanchottiathon 
in Eusebius, Kb. de Preparatione ^angelica UranitiS, 4hat.h]s 
eldest son, was the brother and husband of Titeca from whom 
sprang the Titans so well known in history for their extraordi-^ 
nary strength and prowess (wofc 26). - Uranius succeeded his 
fether in the empire which be greatly extended, and even excelled 
him in his virtues and valour. His attachment. to the science of 
astronomy and his continually studying the movements, revolu- 
tions and influence of the heavenly bodies, obtained for him the 
surname of Gcelus, while Titeca received ' thiat of Terra;* their 
descendants availed themselves of these appellations, concealed 
their origin, being in common with all mortals, and taking 
advantage of circumstances, caused theniselves to be acknow- 
ledged, and, obteyed by tbe people; who feared thein under the 
high sounding title Cf the sons of heaWnakid earth. -, ^^ 
: ' Tlje sons ,of Uranius wer« Ti^tartus, Oceknus, Hypericon,- 
Japetusi or Jajibetus thfe. fa«*i0r'«*f>Atlafe,- fend Satui^rttus . the^ 
ymmge^t ^ of Blli iJrftnius '.disdcrveiSng titat^ his. soils w^re 
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conspiring to rebel iigwnst him^ oansed diem all to be seised^ 
except Oceanns who refused to join his brothers in the revolt, 
but Satumus, encouraged . and aided by his mother Titeca, set 
them at liberty, and they, in gratitude^ placed him on the throne, 
by dispossess]ng> their father, who died a few years after, borne 
down by ^a and sorrow. ' 

Saturn, acoonding to Diodorus, lib. 3, Jiiarried his sister 
Rhea, « but fearing the imprecations his &ther had fulminated 
agamst him, and the prediction, that one of his <?faildren should 
treat him in the manner he had used his lather, he caused all his 
offspring to be incarcerated as soon as th^ were bom, but' they 
were [educated in a. mamier suitable to their rank; which gfkVe 
rise to the &hle of hi& laying devoured them. 

Rhea exasperated by her husband's cruelty, was 4^xterou9 
enough to rescue her youngest son Juj^ter, and had biml 
educated secretly by the Curetes in the island of Cret*. Thtf 
Curetes were descended from a brother of Uranius to whovi he 
confided the government of Crete, which had just been subdued. 
This Govenor, at his dea^h, left ten sons who were called Curetes, 
and became celebrated from the order of priesthood which they 
exercised on mount Ida for many ages^ . 

The Titans, mortified that Saturn should reign alone to 
their exclusion^ revolted s^veml tim^ and; ultimately succeeded 
in getting both him ai^i Bhear into their power; but, as soon as 
Jupiter g€t intelligence of his parent's captivity^ h« speedily 
equipped a force and hastening firom Crete to their assistance ; 
havivg obtained a complete victory oyer Hie jnsni^nts^ he set 
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tbeln at liberty, re|daced tiietiion liie ^rmie^ and then returrodf 
to Crete. 

The sospieioB of Satnrn encreased a»he advuiced in years, so 
tiiatlM^eveiy 4iay grew more fiearfalolhis^attiier's menace, and as 
tiie oracle which he consulted, adiHbed him to be upon his guavd 
in respect of his yoongest son, he plotted against Jupiter's Itfe^ 
who, more by stratagem than force, cenftrived io de^t many of 
the machinations by which his exisfenbe was menaced, and 
continued to treat his father with filial rei^ect ; till at length he 
was ibrced, in self-defence to come to an Open roptore with him^ 
after a sanguinary contest compelled inm, with such of the 
Titons as eM^iped with their lives, to retreat into Italy. Saturn 
found an asylum with Janus king of Latium> but not thinking 
himself secure as Jupiter continued- in parsuit, and extended 
his conquests to the extremities of Spain, he retired to Sicily, 
where he soon died oppressed by misery and old age. History 
tells us, that the place of his sepulchre was long remembered | 
and venerated by bis subjects for many ages. 

Jupiter lired an hundred and twenty years, dnd reigned 
after the defeat of the Utans sixty-two years with great glbry : 
he died in Crete where his sepulchre remained for centuries near 
Gne^ssa, one of the principal cities, and bad honours paid to it. 
flis'heroism raised him to the highest pitcb of adnuration ; he was 
not only exalted over all mbrtols but elevated to the dignity of df 
god, considered superior to all those who had preceded him, 
and extolled as^the father and king of all thie deities. 

Neither from Atlas then, nor from any of his posterity could 
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Votan derive his origin, fyr tbi9^reasoil; Itmoik^^inarty ofhers, tliat 
I omit in order to avoid fatigaing the reader, that the Atlantkles 
were not of the rac^ of the Colebras* . . i 

Yotan's family, must, therefore, be sought for among soiie of 
the maritiipe heroesof succeeding agjes. It could not havebleen from 
any one of tibe Phoeniciaiis in the second voyage that has been 
described, since they fiHmd large houses. on the ifland/conseqii^nt^ 
1y it must have been peopled long before their arrivfetl, and.if 
we examine attentively the time at which thif^yoyege could have 
been; made, it will appear to be long isubpeqdetit to th6> period of 
wbi^h Votan speaks in his history. At the time Diodorus 
alludes to, the Republic of Carthage was in the zenith of .its 
splendour, for it was then able to intercept the expedition sent 
against Uie idand by the Romans, with the intention of estab* 
lishing their dominion in the same. This epoch must have been 
a little prior to the first Punic War; the comipencemctnt of the 
kingdom of Amaguemecan was at SQU^e period during the 
progress of that contest; this kingdom was not however of, long 
continuance, and its ruin gave rise to that of Tula. This 
hypothesis we $;ha11 now proceed to elucidate. 

The Romans were engaged in three very destructive con- 
flicts with the Carthaginians : the first commenced two hundred 
and sixty-five years before the christian «era, and lasted twenty* 
three. Historians have not related wha.t caused the interrup- 
tion of that frieqdsUip which the two Republics had so often 
professed for each other; but it is certain that about three 
hundred and seven years before Christy under the Consulate of 
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diiintus Martins aiiid Qohitus Fabias Trenmlusy the R6mans 
€(ntered, for the second time, into an allidiice witli the Carthagi- 
nians ; this coincides^ according to Varo^^' conapntati^n, with the 
four hundred and forty^ight years 'after the building ot Rome* - 

Sdme historians, it is true, attribute ihe breach between 
these rival Republics to a. stroke of policy, for it-is usisraf with 
the powerful to dignify the abominable r vice of covetoosn^ by 
givitig to it this virtuous : apeilation. They say t^at the "war 
between Pyrfhus and the Romans being terminated; > the fiptrmer 
was driven. from his kingdom of Macedonia by ^emku^ king of 
the Gauls, (others say that Brennus was only general of the 
Gauls. under the king), and retired to the Italian states, ^where^ 
with a view to id^nnify himself for the losses he hadjiistsus* 
tained, he once more declared war against the Romads ; but the 
latter being victorious, and making themselves masters of ali 
Italy, soon turned their attention towards Carthage, a powier'thett 
could then impede them in theiil* vast projects {note 26). ^^ 

The Roman war against Pykrhus was declared four 
hundred and seventy-three years aifer the foundation of Rome, 
or two hundred and eighty-two years before Christ, under the 
.consulate of Lucius Emilius Barbulua, andQuinfus. Mancius 
Philipus, and lasted six years, for* in the. year four hd^dred and 
«eventy-nine, Marcus , Curius Dehtatus,^ and Lucmls ' Cornelius 
Lentulus, being Consuls, Pyrrhus was a^n defeated and com- 
pelled to abandon Italy to the conquerors {ndte 27). Historians 
have observed, that it is the diaracteristic of barbarous nations 
alone, to wage war upon, ieuid invade the territories of their 
neighbours, without a just cause, off« at leant offering sone good 
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pretence for the same*, iti order to dii^giiise Hieir depraved wish^ 
from the public eye« Is it then credible that a Republic so amfai* 
tious of gliwy as that of ]i6me» should have dedared hostilities 
against Carthage without alledging some cause^ either real or 
imi^nfirj/f) afUir hbving Ibtig kept up a friendly understanding 
wiUi her?. There, is in cbnsequaace ev^ry reason to bdieve that 
the ohstructioQS^ wUch the Carthaginians opposed to the copvoy 
that Oiodoras affirms the. Romans attempted sending to the 
newly diiieovered idand Adth the intent of colonizing die'same» 
may hftve been deetned a sufficient inticement for such belligerent 
operations. 

The second ; Punic war began twp hundred and eigb^ 
teen yeiBirs: before (Dhrist and lasted seventeen years. Th^ 
severity, which the Romans bad displayed towards the Cartha* 
ginians in the treaty of peace^ inflamed Ihe minds of the lattet 
with a desire of revenge and: reprisal. The Romltns lost fmir 
battles Ihat would hav^ annihilated any other power; but, during 
their greatert distresse8> Italy furnished them with resources by 
her councils which they could not derive from their arms^ to rescue 
themr from the almost inevitable gnlph of ruin. The Romans 
scarcdy abkto defend their own walls^ nevertheless found means 
ito carry the war^ even to the gates of Carthage. Scipio w^ dis- 
^latdbed into Spaia . which he subdued, rather by the prudent 
advice of lidius, . 'than by belligerent measures, and imme-* 
diately passipg iilto Africa, raised the glory of thie Republic 
so as to. command the admiration of the world, by granting 
p^tce to its vanquished and poweriess rival (lui/e 2^; 

The third PtaAic ivar eommeacdd ipne hundred and forty- 
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i^ven.years b^bre Chtistuad tenminated witb the Cairdiaginian 
i^mpire six years a^Wwards. J>jiiing ltlle^p^^ wars; 

althoojgb the Carthaginians Were ooihiciei'ed^ they .were neither 
subjugated nor enslaved/ th^ir resentftil ,S|»r«ts still plotted 
against the Romans while they waited for a favourable oppor^ 
tubity to.GOD^paSs revenge; the latter therifore^ considering they 
could not he free from fiiture. inquietude while Oartbage existedy 
determined upon her ruin,, and Carthage was^ in oenseqiience^ 
destroyed (n^e 29). 

From the different epochs of the Punic wars, we may -cer- 
tainly perceive that they were ulterior to the time at which 
Votan sayshe undertook liis voyages tolbe old continent, and 
much more recent than the period whea the fit^ Amerieaii 
colony was settled 1^ the grand-father of Vbtan, ai; well as* 
many ages posterior to the fobndation of ibe kingdom of 
Amaguonecan, which, as I have foefove observed^ are the points 
we must now consider. 

We will therefore commence by eQqUiriog who was Votan^s 
grand-father 1 Sallust, quoted by Cidmet, in bis commentary 
on the Jugurtfaine war, states in the history of the kingdom of 
Numidia, written in the Punic language, th^ he hafd read an 
African tradition of the artriyal in that couritiy, of' Hercules 
Tyrius or Lybius, with an army of Medes, Peirsians and Arme- 
niuis; these soldiers married I^biah women, and their language 
imperceptibly degenerating from its original purity ; m process 
of time, they lost the name of Medes and Armenians; and^t last, 
by an astonishing corruption of the^k^ words, were called Mau- 
rucii or Moors. 
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HoraimS^y in Jiis .commenlaiy apoii this passage of S^Ilo$t/ 
relying on the a^thoeity.. of PiBtnsanias, says^ that the true name 
of this. Hercales was MaCQrim> which he supposes to be derived 
from the iPhcBnioian^ or Hebrew word mechoer, meaning, wise> 
desirous of knowing, 0r investigator^ 

Saltust,; from not being well informed in* the.afTairs of the 
Canaanites, may very probably have confomuled the names of 
the Arabians, Syrians or Amorites,. conducted by 'Hercules; 
so that the Armenians the Amorites, may have been the Mau-* 
rqcii, or Madianites Hie Medes, and the' Pheresutns the 
Persians. ;. " . . '■ • '''.■'.'••' 

The opinion, says>Caknet, of such. authors as conceive thai 
the major part of the Canaanites, after beingdriven from Palei^ne, 
occupied the .coast. of Africa, is neither new, nor doubtful; it. is 
confirmed, by ancient namies.sw^h as Ardaoesi, Pona, Leptis^ Utica,, 
Tangier aj:)d; others, .which are all of Pbcepician origin;. and in 
the time of Saint-Augustine these people istill retained , some 
recordiofbavin^ originally ;been Canaanites.; .fQr,;he $ays,\i^ his 
exposition of S^n1rlfan)'9,6pistk to tbal^.^^ >vhen int«rro^ 
gatii^g;;the, .country, pepple; cppccji^ni^g their prigii), they^. replied 
^n the. Punic tongue, that .ttiey were.CJanaanites {note ^): 
To this: w^.may add, th^t, iQpdeiTpi critips acknowledge an afli- 
nity bqtWi^en die^ jpunic and Canaanite languages ; that the 
places mentioped havie. Pbcenician appells^tioq^ ; the name of 
Carthage ^s Phcenic^a^, an,d so for instanceis thj^t of the Canary 
islands^ ^ ^^^^^ frofn , their inhabtants haying; been .Cana- 
anites, and; giving thi^^ name igeperally, {noff, 3J)p while Hornius 
speaking of Gomera one of these islands, suppos^c^J^' tp, Itavi^ 
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been peopled by the Armorites. More cndit must be. ascribed to 
Votan, who makes, the people o£ the. same taee as himself, viz, : 
of Ae Calebras and consequently Hivit]es ; these Islands, are. 
thirteen in number, and it can scarcely be- doubted, that, they are 
the thirteen houses of the Gulebras which be speak» of -having 
vi»ted in bis voyages : it is also as little, to be disputed that in 
th^e islands, as well m throughont all the- coast, the race of 
Canaan was found to be mixed with the Hivites. 

The tnrd, noticed, in: the Itinerary by Gemelli, shews thi^ 
coast which the Hivites todc in their ronte. to these islands ;but^ 
the arm of the sea observed by Torquemada in all the paintings 
6f the same document, is not, and indeed cannot be, the RJo Colo- 
rada (red river) as Claviger and other authors have imagined, 
whose waters fall into the bay of California, whicb is the. most 
considerable of all those northward of Mexico from whence it is 
|H%tepded those nations cani^ who first peopled the. o<mtinent, as 
it. evidently represents.tbat part of thfi Atlantic, between the Ca- 
naries and .America. See Torqnemada and Claviger in their 
second, volumes. ; * 

All that has been Advanced, will prove Hercules Tyrins t<f 
have been a difierent person from Magusanu and subsequent 
to him; the latter, as Lenglet understands, was Etheps, a contem- 
porary of Moses and the former an Hivite, from being a Tjr 
jrian ; it has equally \teea proved that the Hivites founded the 
liingdom of Tyre, and what Sallnst ; i^ates convinces ns, in all 
its circumstances, .that the irrup^uiof this Hercules was. many 
4iges after that of Magnsinns. ' . •• ' 

M 
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Votan declaiBS hiinself to be H^ third of the Votang, Satlust 
affirms that tiieseldien of HepculegTyriosattd their wiras spoke 
the African laBgnag^^ bat sensibfy Regenerated from it» ancient 
purity. Diodoros asserts that one Hercules navigated the whoi« 
circuit of the earth, and built dieciity of Alecta in SeptiManiai. 
AlHhese drqamstanei^^ in conjundbioii with what I have already 
^ated) induce me; and' Vi^ill lead any erudite examiner to eonM* 
dude, with every appearance of probability', that Hercules lyriuil 
was the progenitor of Votan, thalt Septimatiiia i^, beyond a doubt, 
the ifekind Atlanta, or Hispaaiola, llbat the city i>f Alecta was 
Valum Votan, capital of Hie same island from whence Totan em^ 
barked his i^t colony to people tiie eontinent of America, and 
whither he departed for the countries on the old bemispbire; 

I am <M>nifirmed kk ttrj selection of this island from among tbe 

mlhy dispersed throughoutthe Atlantic, not onlyon accoant of its 

position and magnitiide ekceeditig alt the others^ but als<^ ihim 

itsferfility and numerous navigable rivers, and chietfy firbra its 

having been Ihe island of die OJn>eca nations, in the Mexican 

tradition, which has been adopted by many eminent author^ 

(Siguenza^ andBoturini among others), it was considered certain^ 

thart the (Mmecas arrived at this island; from the eastward, and 

crossed from thence to the continent. Botorini, however, is of 

-opimon^ that whence Olmecas weK driven from their country^ 

they proceeded to the Antilles Isktnd and ^ence to tlw southern 

part of America; this may have beehi the ftict with part of that 

option, when the kingdom of Amaguemedan was destroyed^ 

without being repugnant to an idea that the portion of that race 
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whiclk remaiaed on T«np».F>r4^ m^jhff^e penetrat^^fturilMF into 
the contiiieiit and shared ip :^)i« adv^ti^ o( <be . otk^ nations 
«xpeUed irom the same kiqgdom. 1 1^% ^e reader to what £»ti|er 
JamiUa says on this subjept ip his "<h]^nocp Illastrated'* r^speet^)g, 
those Qc^Mtf thfl^t r^tnitti^ th^ traditioa of their having left the 
tflftadoCHis^^iola hi ofd^ to take (Possession of those coantriea. 

If what has been adduced be cdnbiited with the points of 
histoid I hare estrticted from Wiiters of both hemispheres* it will 
mo< be diAcnlt to fix the epodi in whioh Heronles Tyrins lived» 
«nd founded the first town m America^ that, ita wldeh.hiis grand- 
son Votan Jived ;. of his vojrages to :the old continent ; of his 
arrival there from America.; .of the Pfaseoidan diip driven ashore 
by the tempest ; of the transport of die .Cnrthaginian colony to 
Amerioa; of the prohibitoliy decree ia|ttctii^capatid punishment 
on any of their subjects who shonld proceed thither> and the re- 
callitig sueh as had already emigrated;- the pieriods of the <foun- 
iation and ruin otf Amagaemeoan; the cintnmstances which canised 
that event, and, as connected wiA it, 'tho' beginning of the king* 
dom of the Taltecas, 

Admitting tbtn^ that Votan wab Awlbird -of his race, and 
tnt>p«M9ing thirty yesvH to be alkmtedr^ iA»r eadi geaemtion; 
ildrpoles fiyrins willnj^ptar to hiecvie iiwfA nioefy yeavs before 
VaiaB..i (Ehis iperio^ is not so <defii^vely.fiated,. bnt that the 
vaniatiOB of Ikiwkj or forty yeahi, morn o^^ms, may be admitted ; 
^ iba'kitonotst&^ymK^in tUwoaknlativii of hntorioail periods 
may be^allowed, bat A^mistafce of Afro 'or 4bree centuries is not 
Iwhe^tdawtedi'' nays Diob^us'Ifiilinainassos, and the«bb£ Len- 
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gtet ciODJectures; that by* an age in chronology the space of Airfy 
years is to be understood. Under such a supposition/ the above 
period will correspond with three hundred and eigfaty^^me^years^ 
a little more or less^ before the christian cera {note 92). 

The epoch of Votan's voyages to the old cotttin^t nay be 
decided with certainty/ for^ he says that be waft at Rome and saw 
the great House of God building. 

Consulting the annals of the Roman Republic^ we find ^at in 
the four hnndred and sixly-fourthyear of the foundation of that 
city, and- two hundred and ninetjT-^ne years before CbrLatr peace 
was granted to the Samnites «U%er a sangoittary war of eight yearr, 
and an alliance founded between the two nations ; in commemo** 
ration of which evftnt^ Publius Cornelius >Rufinus» then Consul^ 
ordered a magnifioent temple to be built in honor of Boinuluis 
and Renius, the founders of the dty» upon the side of the Curiiiy 
whidi had been the residence of the. first of those two. brothers, 
and where> after his death, the Senate used to assemble. in ordet 
todeUberate on public' afihirs {fnote ^V 

About this period Rome and Carthage were in . allimice 
for the second time, and the first war between ^m icommenced 
fwty^'two years after this- alliance, a»d twenty sixryearsaft^.tbt 
arrivd ofVotan, cons^qnently in the four hwidsed.andforty/-eighth 
year of the foundation of tiie dty coffre^ponding wilk three husdced 
andaecven yea» befof^ CJhriat^ this second allisRioa. waftfonned, 
and in <he^four hundred. andl nintftielb year c^Bomo and tbs two 
hundred and soty^ftfa .y«ar before Christy the first Punk 
Wat began. There is bat little donbt Ihat tfae/BMmpnn a»d 
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• tlie Cartiiagiaians obtained tbeir first knofrkdlge of Amerioa fieoai 
TotMi himself* altboogh, it is probabi^ the latter po^ ^faer 
9btaiQ«cl a coofiruAtioii '<^ his^port frojaa the ntarioersof 
the ship spoken of by Dioddrjas ; or, that the seven T^eqailes , 
whom Yotaa speaks .<tf finding in one, of his retnrns, were of 
this same people; nor. is it less to be doubted, that the first colony 
sent to America by the Carthaginians, was previous to the first 
Panic War. 

' This colony onited to the Tac^qoUes lund reinforced by the 
Carthaginiaii mariners who fled firom the mi^ries of war, 
remained in Amerite, and almost immediately rendered itsdf 
master of the country by subduing Ike first inhabitants, and inter- 
rupted the order which the native people had, until that tinie 
obterved, of being governed by two Captains elected, by the 
priests, . one from the fiuaily of Votan, the other from the 
Tzequiles, as related' by Claviger Kb. 1. To preserve harmony 
between tfiem, the kingdom of Amagoemecan was established; 
and the perceptible migrations of the Carthaginians fifom their 
own country, occasioned the Senate's decroe commanding them 
4o return, as mentaoned by Diodonis and confirmed by Moete- 
Bumain his discourses. irith Cortes. 

It :is very credible that disoli^dienoe to this decree, the 
refusal to acknowledge fealty, the Uireatpf die person sent to 
jpake known the de<sree> that he wonld otter return witbj or 
senda sufllment ISoroe to overpower aixl compel th^sofi to snb^ 
jectioil»ji»id the eouft^nation excited in their minds by aach a 
menace (for this alarm is implied Iq the.Meadcan tradition, and 
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#Bs Spoken of bf H iMJa t mrntifk to Cortes, wticn be aacyt'i ^* fkaiC^Wfb 
wbo iv«V6deeoeiidedliroat lini would return to conquer the cowntry 
fttid reduoe them to vftssteilage/') may hanre occasioned the. «l«iro-* 
iA\ of Amiqg;ttemeoftti^ beciWKse» the original iikhafaifaDts, taking 
advantage of thle geneml panic, which was probaUy encraosed 
by thedeath of Ifamacatstn the last king, and the dissentioaw 
arising between hria. two sons Acheauhtzin and Xolotl respecting 
the succession, seriously thought of shaking off the joke. For 
this ptirpose they fortted secret 'meetings to'oono^ measares, for 
simnltatieottsly commencing in all parts, operations i^intt tiieir 
Oppressors, and, they suddenly expelled ^ttem. Torqnemada« 
Clayiger and others, meiition these drcnmstRBceftyery oonfnsodly^ 
but, they had not «cc«c».to jnforination of which we ails tew in 
posses^ioli. rthis ilict, ^(^ported as ttis ii>y traditiooB of.tho 
Mexicans and Tultecas of AmagvemecaB, is coafirmed >f the 
suppliant posture of tbe'Ifidiain between the two mxMoodiles 'on 
the medal, « documeM:, isttflldent in itself to pcipetnate ao gnrat 
and inehiorable an event. " 

- Agafn/thcre Were no inore <Aan three kings of Anuigtfemeo 
can (iTbi'qhem t vol: 2).' Yc^toteitt, ]!l![ooetsq*aiohtzli, aad Ama^- 
calzin ; to the second, authors assign a reign of one handhed.and 
l}%-<six 'years, and to the third, one hundred and thirty^three 
years, biit knake no'ltiMiti^Nfi Of the period the first reigned ^thest 
epochs are wholly h«yond the pole of probability. By- fenopoting 
hovrever'Cherulefaiid'down by Dit>iiysiutt,.ilaiicihiiaMus, aadtiio 
note df 'Lengfet-as%«gttl*r fohtided on experience, w^ shall have 
ninety years, liHle mt^ef d# less, which asiminias « much creator 
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lipp«vaiioebf tititb ; and* if Ihia conpivtaltioii be 9d6pteAt it will 
shew Aat the djneisty wee extinct shortly after the d««vee ^hicb 
caused this revolatioii, had been promiilgated. If we hav« 
ascertained preeiiely the period wheto Yotan was at •Borne, it 
enables us to du tbe same hi respect to otber iporiods oow- finder 
eonndcnatiMi, and, it is undeniable, thut from fixed pHnci^et, 
oonsequenoes equally certain, may be deduced. 

To accomplish, this we must have recourse to the l^Cexican 
oompntatioa, collate it with ours, and compaiTe it wilfi the 
periods cf certain eirents of American bistii^ry and ift Abe epooba^i 
asiignied to tiiem in their wmals. The abb6 CHavigero'* in tW 
eixUi boek of his second yolume, trestls, with ftveat elvdition* 
vpoQ the system adopted by tbe Americans in feck<wUag' their 
mouidis, years, and centuries. 

In oermpnting centuries, years^ and mod^, «a(jrs ^is.bistor 
rian, the Mexicans and oUier nations used the tame method as 
the ancient T\iltecas. The oentnry O0nsieted:ef fiftyhtwo year^, 
•divided into tbnr parts of thirteen years eadh ;. fwo <Genturiee 
made an age of one lunMked and ^Imur years, wbicb denominated 
Huehiretiliztli, a word meaning old age ; Do Hm iend of tbe «ent- 
tary, they gaire the name, Tcvihicaolpia, wddebimcnns the bond 
-o^onr years, as it united two oenturies to iMm-enea^c. Xbe 
ymre hieid ftmr names, l\ocbtU (rabbit), Acotl, Kieed), TeopatI, 
(Hint) and Catli, (bouse) which, combined witb ilUferent nmnheee, 
formed the oentdry. The first year of tbe centnry wn»ene)raibbit, 
"^esecond two reed, tbe third three flint, tbe fsmeHk Imr house, 
4he filtti five rabbit, tlhis continuing to tbe lirirtenitlbr wbiiobf wM 
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thirteen rabbit, when the first period terminated. The second 
period commenced with one reed, and proceeded, two flint, three 
honse, four rabbit and finished with thirteen reed. The third 
period began' with oiie flint, and ended with thirteen flint ; 
the fontth' began with one hoose, and finished the centary with 
thirteen house, so that the names being four, and the numbers 
thirteen, there was ho year ^ that could be confounded with 
another. 

Hie Mexicaii year, like ours, consisted of three hundred 
and sixty-fiye days; it contained eighteen months, ^and each 
tnonth twenty days, making togethei* three hundred and sixty 
days; th^ added to the last month five days, which were 
called Nemontemi, that is useless, because on those days they 
did nothing but pay and receive visits. . The year one rabbit 
began on the 26th. of February, but in every fourth year it 
advanced one intercalary day upon our bissextile year. In the 
last year of the ceiitury they began on the 14th of February, on 
account of the thirteen days interposed in the course of fifty- 
two years, but, when the century was conipletedi they recom^ 
menced upon the 26th. 

The same auth6r says,'that he discovered ill ancient writings 
and traditions, that the Tultecas being banished from Amague«» 
inecan . and its capital Huehic^tliipalla, or Huebuetldpalan, 
commenced their pilgrimage in the year one flint; and. that 
their settlement, at the £>undation.of th«ir empire, wfi?, in .the 
year eight reedi add although he supposes thes<^ two events 
happened about f^ yesars five hundred and ninety-^six, and six 
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loindred apd- sixtyHseven of the 'christfati asra) he declares in a 
note, Uiat the dates are not certain but j[>rDbab)e.' 
: It is not very sor prising, considering^ the > want k>f some in-- 
formation which has recently' been . acq aired , ' that although Tor- 
quemada and others found from, the annals of the Tultecas, tliat 
their pilgrimage lasted eight years, from iihe^first flint,' until the 
eighth reed, that they should have'confi^nded it with the one 
hundred and four years or si^s of Gemelli^ Itinerary, which, as 
we- have already seen, was in Africa?; nor dpes^ it excite much 
astonishment that they . hav6 proceedecF • with so much pncer-^ 
tainty and diverged into such a variety of opinions, without 
having been able to discover the truie origin of th6 Tultecas. and 
Ghichim'ecas« It deserves notice, as strongly .confirming yotan's 
correctuess on the sttbjeot.of the'seyen Tzequil faaiili^s, whoin the 
authors before named, disobvered,.that,duriiig their pilgrimage, 
the peoplef were subject to^Seven Gaptains or Chiefs whose names 
they have preserved, '. Zaicatlehaloatein, Evecatzin, Couatzin, 
Tzihu^alooatl, Metzotzih' and Ttapalmetzotziri; which are given, 
with J trifling diflerence by Torquemada, who experienced so 
much r difficulty in comprehending tiie Mexican/ tradition, of 
their coiniqg originally from the seven-oaves, that herohfesses; 
V be^felt. gr^at diffidence in endeaVoaring to unravel a perplexity, 
thesolution of which so many bad attemi|>ted ^ aiid yet failed in 
develpping.;''r yet all the obscurities: would >be cleared ajv;ay by 
substjtutiag'the word houses for: cave&; atid femiliesfor hoases. 
The system :of the Mfxican^ ^^htntyj dividMfiis:it is into ^ur 
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Bames ^awl 4liirtten ,wmi^em^ does not a4«it of any cnm year 
being repeated oader the same name Mid nwmber dnrk^ 4kat 
centHiy, yet this repetition does occur in diflerewt roentmies, as 
wi 11 appear in ihe table, whiefa, : ferthe j»iMlaetion of mj Tenders, 
is given at the -esd of this work. Tbia repetitma will pediapo 
oc<»siMi doubts as to llie century in wbidi asy forticnlar event 
HMy hare happened, especially, in relinrrtng to very reniote ttmes^r 
Aerefore, the cemesdon and condbioatimi of one ^qrent mrtth 
another, is the only method of samwantii^ the ;difficnhy and 
exactly ffeciding npon the centery toivhich it J«e6rrs. 

How are we to dematistrate fhe correctness of the following 
epochasf viz: ¥otan's arrival at Rome, in one ofhis voy^iges, m 
the year liwo himdred «h1 ninety*one before Christ; tiw pnnie 
wars in two famndred tmd thirty«-five, in two hundred and nine- 
teen andin one hnndred and fifty before Christ, and the destrae- 
tion of Carthage one hundred and fortyHseven years before Christ. 
For ;these must prescribe the rule whereby to fix the Mexican 
century in which the pilgrimage of the Toltecas happened, and 
conseciaeBtly the desttaction of Amaguemecan and such othef 
periods as jnay be mquired. Taking these as ficxed ^ata, and 
comparing the Mexican computation with our own, the year 
one ;fliht, that in which the Taltecas were drivoi from Hn^net- 
lapalan, the oqintil cf t^tnaguemecan Mid began their pilgrimage 
will :9sppeBr to. be in one of their . centuries ^wbich elapsed between 
Votan's afipearance at Rome, and the ^destruction of Carthage, 
for in this uterval it must have (happened ; in one century it will 



Digitized by 



Google 



agree with two bbndred and efght^y^, in another with two 
handred and thirty-three, and in a third with one hundred and 
eighty-one years before Christ. 

It i& now oar business to discover in which <tf these it aetnally 
did happen ; which being diseovered and eight years added 
thereto, will give the precise period of the fbundation of the 
Toltecan empire which arose from the ruins of Amagoemecan or 
Anahuac. It could not hare been in the first period, ibr this 
wonid fall on the sixth year after Vbtan's arrival at Home, nor 
in the second, for if ninety years, the duration of Amagoemecan 
be added to two hundred and thirty^three, on which the year 
one flint foils, these added together would make three hundred 
and twenty-three years, and as Votan was at Rome in two 
hundred and ninety-one, the colony would thereby be dated 
thirty-two years before his arrival there ; which is not satisfactory 
for many obvious reasons. 

fVom hence it may be concluded that the true epoch of the 
fall of Amaguemecan and the consequent peregrination of the 
Tultecas or Chichimecas is, that in which the Mexican year one 
flint, corresponds with the year one hundred and eighty-one before 
CJhrist, because, if the ninety years assigned as the duration of 
Amaguemecan be added thereto they will make two hundred and 
seventy-one. The result therefoM is, that the date of the colony 
will be two hundred years after Totan's arrival, or six years before 
the first Punic war ; the decree of the recal by die Carthaginians 
trill appear to have been pronmlgated thirty-eight years before 
the second war commenced, thirty-one years before the third war 
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broke out And tbjrtyrfopr year$ before tb^ 4estru(Mion oC 
Carthage. , 

The continaal wars waged by Carthage daring this interyal^ 
against the Romans and Numidians deprived it of any oppor- 
tunity of avenging the aflront, of its rejectejd decree, and chas«* 
tising the disobedience of its American subjects. 

Boturini concurs with this epoch, he. was well acquainted 
with the figures, symbols, cliaracters, songs and. manuscripts of 
the Indian authors, and in the Tultecan history, he found that 
above an hundred years before Christ, they had observed in their 
ancient country Huehuetlapalan the excess ofnearly six hours ii\ 
the solar, over the civil year, which they regulated by adding an 
intercalaiy day to every fourth year, 

Claviger speaking o^ the idol Quetzalcoatl (a name signifying^ 
a snake covered with feathers) the god of the air, says, the Mexi- 
cans, believed this deity had been the chief priest of Tula, the 
capital of Tulteca, and that he was of a white complexion, tall 
^nd corpulent, with a broad forehead, large eyes, long black 
hair and a thick beard ; a man of austere and exemplary life 
clothed in long garments from a sense of modesty of a most 
gentle and prudent disposition, which shewed itself in the laws 
he enacted, for the good of the people, added to which, he was 
very expert in the arts of melting metals, and of polishing pre- 
cious stones, which he taught the Tultecas. 

Tescatlipoca, the god of providence, or more correctly 
speaking the providence of god, or god in our acceptation^ 
being desirous of withdrawing Quetzalcoatl from Tula, appeared 
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to him' under, the form of an bid man^ stating if was^ the will of 
the gods that he should go. to the kingdom of Tlapana;to obtain 
immortality ; he then gave him a certain liqdor to drinks which 
he had no sooner swallowed, than he felt so anxious sE desire to 
repair thither^ that he set out immediately^ accompanied .1^4 many 
of his subjects. Passing by Chcdula he . was detaiiied :by the 
inhabitants, who ;conferred the goveniiinent ut>on him, which he 
retained for twenty years ; being still resbWed upon continuing 
his journey to Tlapalla (which Clavigero isuppoises ;to be: an 
imaginary place) and having proceeded as for as tbe:piiovin(^ of 
Cbatzacoalco heldispatched four noble youths who attended! him, 
to acquaint the Cholnltecas, that he would afterwardt^ 'return and 
render them happy. 

Doctor Liguenza believes this Quetzalcoatl, was the apostle 
Saint ' Thomas, who preadied the gospelto them, and\he main- 
tains this position with much, learning in a work mentioned by 
Betancourt, and doctor Eguiara: in the Biblioteca Mexicaha, 
among others, supports a similar opinion. Thiswork was unfortu- 
nately lost through the negligence of his heirs, he therein drew a 
comparison between the name which Saint Thomas bbre^ viz.: Di- 
dymus, signifying twin^ and Quetzalcoatl compiotuided of . the 
words Quetzalli a precious stone,* aiuLCoatlltwin a preiciousttwin.: 
; This agrees admirably/ well ; with' the time* fixed: in the 
narrative of Botiirini, whicfa^tnentions a regulation of the calen- 
dar to .have taken place at Huehuetlapallan, upwards of an 
hundred years : before the. kingdom. - of. Amaguentecan was 
destroyed. If this epoch be adopted, it will be obvious ^Mt 
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thene md ample tiorie for the fciiigdoiii of Tdltcca to beet^me 
wiErll esttiblished after its foundation in the' year eight reed« 
agfeemgwilh one hundred and seventy^^foor years before Christy 
so tliat it had already existed more tban two hundred years before 
Saint ThouMB annonnced the goipel to that people. 

The kingdoBi of TlafpaDa' Was not ax imaginary one as 
Cfavigero snppcsed, and die roote taken by Qoetsalooatl ifon 
Chbloln to Coat2iaeoalco, in the absence of all other proolb^ is 
sufficient to tribew that it was not situaled to the northward ol 
Mexico, bdt to the south east. 

Haehnetlapfdlari, is a componnd name ' o# two woMs^ 
Haeboe, old, and Hapallan, atd it seems the Tulliercas prefixed 
the adjective to distinguish it from three other places, whidi 
they founded in the districts^ of their new kingdom, to perpetuate 
their attachment to their ancieiit oaimtry, and their grief at 
being exiled from the same; whence it arose that the place 
which formerly had the ample name of Tlapallan, was afber- 
wardii denomibated Huehnetlapallian ; at least so says Torque^ 
aiada. 

Sndi, without doubt, wai^ liie name which anciently di$tin« 
giiisbed the Paftencian city, and this suppd»tion is strengthened 
by a report, quoted by Clavigeror And other authoril, that the 
MebciciBiris were dtive* frikn their city of Axtlan, as were the 
Acolhuaiis Irom Tebacoluaean ; for these people lived in different 
cities, each governed by its own chief or cacique, althou^ 
nifcgect to the saver^igh of AnmgAemeean, and like bim, driven 
froftt their domcfini^. 
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The iorigin of llie Tolteea nation kitheite nnknown, Jias 
now been proyed ; th^ weve GhichimeGU or NagnatlaettsJike 
Ae others, but so mnch exoeedingJihein in iStature, tbftt there 
were some of gigantic sise among tlieai ; liiej obtavned ihe namtt 
of Tnltecas fiom jecceUing in manafiMAnras and arte, partiocdbrly 
that of working in gold and silver : Torqaemada jays,4be wovd 
Taltteas nbeans exoellemt insist; their language imd method of 
reckoning time, . weBe isimilar to the Mexicans. 

Not less e1eM*1y has it been ascertained that the ibiinder of 
.tiie TuHecMi empire was AcbcaufatKin^ eldest son of Hamaoatzin 
iastking'«f Ainagoeniecan,irom whom his brotib^r Xolotk^ 4:iiief 
of the remainder of the Chiohemeoas, separated. Bat Aofaoaoh- 
tzin most have died during Aeir eight yeprs wandering, for 
Torquemada affirms that Oialchuhtlanextzin, wiM was probably 
ids son, was the first king of Tula known in bistwy. 

The difficulties that have excited 00 macfa-discmsion among 
writers as to the origin cvf these ^nation^, the place whence &ey 
came and the time oi their migraiionf are i)ow sqrmounted ; the 
incongruities wfaidi have opemted >as a Ipraier against ascer- 
taining :the beginning ef their history are reconciled, and tibe 
anachronisms which th^ occasioned are^oxposedtand Jiectified. 

Returning to the Jiistory of ¥otan . and tOie/aeven ^mHies of 
Ab TEBcqni|es, . which be ifomid lilended wifli the aeven that he 
(bad brought frain Hispanieia, ,and in whidi he vecognised the 
Xkdebra origin, ^eniseraainft Jnit little more to say than that* we 
<are wanranted in iomaludittg, from <the strongest ^evidence, they 
iWere Carthaginians. The illustrious Huet, bii^M^ of A'vranehes, 



Digitized by 



Google 



06 

in bisfEyangelicalDembiisiratioiis, Alexis :Venegas, in his work 
on the Variation of Books, and several oth^r writers^ after careful 
examiDation accord with this opinion, supposing them to ha^e 
been a oolony ofTjrians, consequently Hivites; therefore the 
truth of Vqtan's.narratiire remaiiis clearly, substantiated by niany 
concIuOTVe evidences. i : 

' 'Alfter bestowing some /consideration^ upon the meaning 

of the word Tzequil^ and confiding in the knpwloige of the 

befote^mentibned. ddn. Ramon: Ordonez, c I shall r assert, that 

Tzequi]>. in the ZendStl language, moans an upper peticoat, 

(Enag^a/ Bdsquina) arid the ^me word means Nahuatlacas in the 

JVfexi<}aa idiom ; at the present time the natives of €hiapa call 

the JM[exi6ans TzequilesJ Don Ramon afiirms that, the town of 

Tzecjjuil) founded by these sdven families, of which Votaa speaks, 

is the suburb, called the MexiiOari, and jpiiiing. the 'city orCiudad 

Real (but; for this ;I wJU not vbuchy; and ; that they .were named 

T^qiuiUbr/Nahuatlacasi. not only from having introduced the.use 

of pjetticoats^for the greater:propriety and ;deceocy of the women, 

-but alslQ,ifrom havingtolerated the sectx)rlsu^rstitionof Nagua- 

Ijsm. Yotlini alludes to this ;whdn lie says, the Tzequiles gave him 

the fitist Qofiousfof a God>asid of his worship. ! 

' > :To conclude; this.! discourse' in ilie manner I. propose, there 

fiftill : remains to' liiKvesti^te r the . origin of Huitzilopo^htli,' the 

tyra'nnical deity) bf Hie/Mexidans, who is said to:have»destroj^ed so 

many hundred thousands of human victims :d)uring his empire 

oyer , thj^m; that , they stdodnin. need; of aritfameitical .terms to 

,enAm««V9t^> AhewPiilfon'the abetter :j8olii£fon rof thisii hiiAocical 
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problem I will transcribe the description of this personage lite^ 
rally jfirero Clstvigero, rol. 2, book 6. 

'* Haitzilopochtii is a name composed of two words. Hnitzi- 
** liri the be^atifol bird we call Chapalflores, (the Hamming 
*• bird), and Opocfatli tb the left; this name was given be^ 
'* cause the idol has feathers of the Hamming-bird placed on 
** its left foot. Boturini, who understood but little of the 
•^ Mexican idiom, derives this name from Huitziton^ the chief of 
** the Mexicans during theif* peregrination, and supposes the 
** deity to represent this chief; this is a forced etymology, . and 
•* th'^ supposed identity is entirely unknown among the Mexi- 
^* cans, for they worshipped this god of war from time immemo- 
•* nal, before they commenced their wandering life under -the 
•* giiidlance of Huitziton. Some say this divinity was a pure 
^ spirit, and others represent him as having been borb of a 
** woman, vnthout mate co-operation, and relate the circumstance 
*' in this way. There lived, say they, at Coatepec, a place not 
^ far distant from the ancient city of Ttfla, a woman caMed 
** Coatlicoe, mother' of Centzonthniznahtri, And she devoted 
herself to the woriship of the gods. One day, accoi^ding t6 
her custot^, being employed in sweeping the temple, she sa^ 
a ball of diflferent coloured feathers fall through the air to th6 
** ground ; she took it up and put it in her bosom, intending 
** to make use of the feathers to decorate the altar; but locking 
*• for them^ as soon as she had finished her employment they 
" were not to be found. This excited her surprise, and sh^ 
'« was still more astonished on finding herself from that mo- 
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^^ ment pregnant, and the circnmstance in due time became 
^' visible to her sons, who, although they did not suspect their 
** mother^s virtue, yet they feared such a birth might bring 
<< disgrace upon them and determined to prevent it by parricide. 
^^ This resolution was not taken with sufficient secrecy to 
^^ prevent the mother's discovering it, who was bitterly afflicted 
** at tlie thought of dying by the hands of her own children, 
^^ when she suddenly heard a voice from within her, which said, 
^^ Be not alarmed, my mother^ fori will preserve your honor and 
" my own ; her cruel sons, however, were urged on by their sister 
'^ Cotolzauhi, who was much more eager to accomplish the 
'^ design than they were ready to perpetrate their meditated 
^' atrocity. Hnitzilopochtli was at length bom with a shield on 
^^ his left arm, a dart in his right hand, and a plume of green 
^^ feathers on his head; his countenance was of a bright blue 
'' colour, and his left leg, his thighs and his arms were covered 
^^ with feathers. The first moment of his existence was signalized 
^' by causing a snake of pine wood to appear before him, and he 
'^ commanded one of his soldiers, named Tochnacolgni, to kill 
^^ Cotolzauhi with it, because she had been the most culpable, 
" whilst he attacked her brothers with so much fury, that, in 
'' spite of their strength, their arms and their entreaties, he killed 
** them, pillaged their houses and presented the spoils to his 
** mother. This event threw the people into such consternation 
'' that they called him Tetzohuitl (terror), Tetzauhteotl, (ter- 
** rible god). 

" This god having been protector of the Mexicans^ led them. 
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^' according to their own account^ during many years of their 
^' wandering life^ and at last settled them in the place where they 
^' built the great city of Mexico. On his head was a beautiful 
^^ plumage^ shaped like a bird ; on his neck a collar composed 
^^ often figures of human hearts ; in his right hand a staff in the 
^^ form of a serpent; and in his left a shield, on which were five 
^^ balls of feathers disposed in form of a cross/' 

This description of the manner and circumstances under 
which the Mexicans represented Huitzilopochtli ; the human 
hearts round his neck ; the signification of his compound name ; 
the figure of the bird on his head ; the feathers on his thighs and 
left leg, and the fable of his birth, being compared with the 
medal which represents the seven first families; the withered 
tree and the bird perched on the shrub springing from its root ; 
with the figure of Yotan having the three human hearts painted 
on the band which he holds in his hand, will readily point out 
that the extinct &mily designated by the withered tree is Yotan 's; 
that the mother Huitzilopochtli is the widow of that first popu* 
lator of America^ and that Huitzilopochtli, the illegitimate issue 
of this hypocritical widow, undoubtedly wished by adopting as 
his device the bird Huitzlin (humming bird), to enrol himself 
among the family of Votan, although he had actually destroyed 
the last members of it, and to take his illustrious appellations 
from the symbol of Votan (who had been his mother's husband), 
that is, the hearts, rather than from the father who had begotten 
him> notwithstanding he was pretended to have been divine. 

It must be observed^ that Huitzilopochtli was worshipped by 

2 ::- :f 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 

all the Cbiehemecan and Nahnatlacan nations, not even except^ 
ing the Talteeas, with the same sanguinary rites as h\ the 
Mexicans, hot it was under different names and figucea accord- 
ing to their peculiar languages; for example, by the TulteiDas 
under th^ name of Tlaloc ; by the Tlascaltecas, or Teochiche- 
mecas as Camaxtle ; and by the Chiapanecos and Mixtecas as 
the heart of the peqple ; the two last represented him by a little 
idol of emerald, about four fingers in length and two in breadth, 
on which was sculptured the figure of a bird surrounded by a 
little snake. 

This idol was found by father Benito Fernandez, a zealoni 
Dominican Missionary of Mixteca, on the lofty mountain of 
Adiiauhtla, where it was worshipped by the m^ves; he refined 
three thousand dollars which were offered to l^im by some Spa* 
niards who i^w it, thinking it wpuld be more conducive to the 
spiritumi welfare of his new converts, to reduce it to dust^ which 
he accordingly performed with great pomp in presence of th€ 
people. See Clavigero, 2Qd voK of his history. 

In speaking of the Tultecas, Clavigero says : that althou^ 
they were idolaters, be did not know they offered human victims ; 
but Torquemada relating the allegorical history of their de~ 
struction, says, an immense number of Tultecas being assetubled 
to celebrate a fesrfjval to appease the anger of their gods when a 
iamine and pestilence were raging in their coun^, aft«r tiiatey 
had danced with a giant phantom that appeared: among- them^ 
were next morning found dead an(l their, hearts taken out; an 
evident proof of their havijEig been sacrificed according to the rites 
of th^lcOjorbtry. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lOl 

I have now ascertained the origin, if not of all the Ameri- 
cans, at least of those who inhabited &e countries bordering oit 
the gulph of Mexico and the adjacent islands; and I haytf 
cleared up such other points as I proposed to examine. From 
varions accidents, since the introduction of the arts of navigation, 
it is probable that many other femilies besides those allttded to, 
may have been conveyed to different parts of America and hav^ 
formed settlements ; the numerons dialects known in America, 
as well as their superstitious religion and ritev of exotic origin, 
which they continued to practice and diffuse, will warrant swiH 
a supposition. At any rate, this present examination, and the 
traditions which have been regularly and generally preserved by 
all the nations, from one pole to the other, relative to the deluge, 
the confusion of languages, and the subsfq^ient dispersion of Hie 
tribes, are arguments sufficiently strong, if there were no^ eftfaefs, 
to refute ihe impious, doctrine of the Prceadanites a3 heretical, 
and without any firandation on fact 

That, most troublesome of all the difficulties hitherto started 
by authors respecting the passage of aniiaals to Americm, parti-* 
cularly ofthe ferociouskindsatemvitjr witib man, even retaining 
in full force the plaufiihle reasons, so ingeniously nrged, if not 
entirely removed, is nearly siurmopMted by tbe discovery and 
examination of Anian or Behcing^s straits, whic^ anei^nOigveatiBar 
breadth tkao thirteen leagu^es from shore to ^hore, andndiere, hf 
means of the ice, the two continents of Asia. and. AuMrica are 
connected; ibis wpnld afford a. practical route, not r only for 
animals but men, fros» whom it is possible to sufqpose^that HioBe 
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who inhabit the most northernly coantries from the straits as far as 
Hudson's and Baffin's bays> and from the Frozen Sea to Califor^ 
nia^ New Mexico, and Canada to the southward, are descended. 

On this subject we may consult the third and fourth volumes 
of the English Captain James Cook's Voyages, and don Antonio 
Herrera's Decades to Spanish and foreign authors, who have 
written concerning the nations that inhabit the regions from 
California to the other side of New Mexico. We may also take 
under consideration the accounts given of the latest discoveries of 
the Spaniards along the Northern coasts of America in the 
Pacific Ocean; the languages, manners, customs, rites and 
religion may be compared with those of the nations of Kams* 
chatka, Tshutski, Tungusi, Siberia and adjacent territories. We 
may also examine the quadrupeds of both parts of the globe, at 
the same time bearing in mind the singular hunting parties 
formed by the Asiatics, particularly by the Tartars of the vast 
empire of Genghis Khan, about the eleventh century of the 
christian aera, in which wild beasts of all descriptions were driven 
together in general <ionfusion. If we take the trouble to enter 
upon such examination, the possibility will occur to our minds, 
that the tenants of the forests, flying from this annual persecution 
which was ordained by law, may have passed or at least some 
of them^ by the glacial isthmus to America, and spread them- 
selves over it, occupying those climates most propitious to their 
respective natures^ 

As a corollary to this little work, I will ofier my opinion 
upon the system adopted by the American nations in their com« 
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putation of time, upon this proviso however, that when it shall 
appear my hamble judgment is opposed to the opinions of 
many celebrated and estimable writers, in the progress of this 
discourse, it does not arise from a mere desire of contradiction, 
but from the necessity of dissenting from their ideas on accoqt of 
the more recent information which has been obtained, and from a 
wish to place truth on its proper basis, that history may shine 
forth with that lustre, which time has obscured ; while the de- 
struction of some records, the indistinctness of others, and the 
difficulty of comprehending the few that remain, has not only 
dimmed but almost entirely obscured. 

All writers have been surprised at the ingenious method 
pursued by the Americans from a very remote period, without 
adopting the practices of any of the polished countries of the old 
continent as for example in the division of the months into twenty 
days, the years into eighteen months, and the centuries into 
fifly*two years; the duplication of the century to form an age of 
one hundred and four years, and the prudent collocation of the 
intercalary days. Failing in all their efforts to trace an imitation, 
they have been obliged to confess that this singular system, so 
far from being inferior to, does actually excel that of the most 
polished nations in the world : but, being unwilling to yield to 
the ancient Americans so much talent and discretion as were 
requisite for its arrangement, they have had recourse to Egypt, 
the cradle of sciences, and to Asia, whence the Tultecas, its 
reputed authors, are said to have derived their origin. The 
utmost, however, that they have been able to discover, is, that on 
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the 26th. c( February, the Mexican centuty begins^ which 
wasr celebrated from the time of Nabonassor, seven hundred and 
forty-seven year? before Christ, because * the Egyptian priests 
conformably to their astronomical observatifotis had fixed the 
beginning of their month Thth^nd the commencement of their 
year at noon on that day; thi§ was verified by the Meridian of 
Alexandria, which was erected three centuries after that epoch. 

Hence it has been contended there c6utd exist no doubt of 
tibe conformity of the Mexican with the Egyptian calendar, for, 
although the latter as^gtfed twelve months of thirty days 
each to the year, and added five days besides, in order that 
th^'circle of three hundred and sixty-^five dftys should recom- 
meoee fron 1^ same point ; yet, notwithstanding the deviatioii 
fwm the Egyptian mode in the division of the months and days, 
they yet maintained that the Mexican method was conformable 
t|iereto, onaccdmtt of theiSiuperadded fire days; with this only 
difference, that upon these the Americans attended to no business, 
and therefore termed them Nemontemi or useless, whereas the 
Egyptians celebrated, dtring that epoch, the festival of the birth 
of theirgods, as attested by Plutarch de Feide, and Osiride. Upon 
the other hand it is asserted, that though the Mexicans drfiered 
from the Eg3rptians by dividing their year into eighteen months, 
yet; as^they called the month Mextli Moon, they must have 
formerly adopted the lunar month, agreeable to the Egyptian 
method ofdiviiRng the year into twelve months of thirty days ; 
but to support this assertion no attempt has been made to ascertain 
the cause why this method was laid aside. 
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Tbe analogy between the Mexican and the E^ptian ealen* 
dars is thus assumed to be undeniable. Besides what has been 
here introduced, the same is attempted to be proved in many 
other works which I pass over to avoid prolixity, and therefore 
onty mention that they may he* found in Boturini, in La Idea 
del Universo, by the abb6 don Lorenza de Hervas, published 
in the Italian language, in Clavigero-s dissertations^ and in a 
letter addressed to him by Hervas, which he added to the end of 
his second volume. 

The^ reason, according to my humble judgm^it, which 
induced the Mexicans to deviate from the Egyptian practice, and 
form a distinct system for themselves, could be no other than this, 
viz. : as they had constituted themselves a separate people and 
independent of the nations of the old continent, they determined 
to lay aside .the Egyptian style, which was in common use with 

the Carthaginians, (from whom, be it remembered, they were de- 

... , _ . . , ■ _ 

scended and whose yoke they had shaken off), and other nations 
of the old hemisphere, and by reserving the original basis, from 
which indeed it was no easy matter to depart, in order to form a 
new system, analogous both to their origin and to the wandering 
life of their forefathers, during the hundred and four years or 
4ckffl«ciles, before they CBme to occupy the American soil- 
Having exhausted my small portion of talent in this little 
work; I am sensible tbere. yet remain many and vety serious 
diflSl^ultie; to 0Yerc^mi^^Ji]tut> if theargome&is X offer do not at 
jprea^ntrassuive- the forit»s6f evident idenio^^ it virill not be 

denied i\M iheyvatapantjto .probability, iwlucli : iqiproKimateli 
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thereto ; and I may, at leasts take credit to myself for having 
discovered a route by which we may ultimately arrive at the 
truth ; in my opinion it is the only one^ and, if not entirely new, 
is, at any rate, but little trodden by other writers. A search after 
monuments which doubtless still remain in the Palencian city, 
in Mayapan or Ocozingo and many other places in the province 
of Yucatan and that of Chicheu Ytza or Peten, which adjoins as 
well as at various other places in the kingdom of Guatemala, 
will some time hence add to it that degree of certainty required 
at present, and repair the loss (which can never be sufficiently 
lamented], of the valuable histories of the American nation; a 
loss, as I have before mentioned, caused by an inconsiderate zeal 
that has not been less injurious to the republic of letters than 
prejudicial to the interest of true religion. 

There is yet another circumstance, equally important with 
the monuments already described, that may powerfully contribute 
to so desirable an object and which I shall state in the following 

APPENDIX. 

The indifference of many individuals, possessing precious relics 
that have, from time to time, fallen into their hands is, in my 
estimation, very reprehensible. 

We have already seen, with grief, what was done by Nunez 
de la Vega with those which lie obtained in the Casa Lobrega at 
Tlacoaloya ; but widiout going so far back, or reverting to losses 
tbat are now beyond the power of remedy, I will confine myiself 
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to some recent impoiiant discoveries which may be preserved^ 
should they attract attention from the superior authorities. 

Being rery desirous of ascertaining the time when, and the 
place where, the two medals before described Vere founds I 
collected various reports which indeed agreed but little with each 
other ; at last^ I was assured by don Nicholas Ortiz de Letona/ 
residing in the city of New Guatemala, that, in 1787, don Jose 
Antonio Colomo, curate of the town of Ostuncalco, in the juris* 
diction of Questabtenango, informed him, that, having issued 
orders for diggingat a certain place in his curacy where he had 
previously ol>served that something must have been buried, he 
fi)und, about twelve feet below the surface of the ground, a small 
jar of fine clay, covered with a tile of the same material, con- 
taining two hundred different brass medals, and among them he 
recollects to have seen one similar to that represented in this 
work. Don Ramon Ordonez and the presbyter don Gabriel 
Chacon y Godoy related to me, that a few years back, the 
presbyter don Patricio Chinchilla, a native Indian, gave an 
account to the vicar of Saint Bartholomew de los Llanos, in the 
bishoprick of Chiapa, that he had discovered, in a cavern, many 
sacred vessels and utensils of silver, and repeatedly entreated him 
to go and take possession of them ; but perceiving the vicar had 
not sufficient confidence in him to credit his report, he brought, 
as a proof of his veracity, a silver chalice : it was very broad at 
the foot and the cup shaped like an inverted pyramid ; and on 
being compared with others of a similar make, preserved in the 
church, it is presumable it may be attributed to the times of the 
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Apostles ; the Todian died soou after this drcamstance^ and the 
remainder of this treasure has not since been discovered. The 
chalice in question, as I am informed, was destined by the curate 
for an oratory on an estate of his own called Rosario. This 
discovery is of great importance^ since it confirms the Mexican 
tradition before alluded to of the gospels having been made 
known in th^se countries by the Apostle Saint Thomas, who 
was worshipped under the from of the idol Qaetzalcoatl. 

The licentiate don Francisco Ortiz also informed me, that 
there is in the possession of the present curate of Saint Ca- 
tharine of Yatahuacan, a little historical book of an Hebrew 
Indian nation, which may probably be that of Been, mentioned 
by Nmiez de la Vega. Letters have been addressed to this 
person with a view to obtain a copy of the same as^well as 
to the curate of Saint Bartholomew for the purpose of veri* 
lying the fact of the chalice ; but as no replies have yet been 
received^ it is supposed the letters did not reach their des« 
tination. 

In the environs of this city, on the plain in the road 
leading to the town of Mixco, there are evident vestiges of the 
site of an extensive village; these consist of a vast number of 
fragments of earthen vessels dispersed in all directions^ in nume^ 
rons pyramidical mounds notorious for having been the sepnU 
chres of distinguished personages^ and in many rude statues of 
stone. One of the latter, which don Paul Tauriginii brought to 
this citjy is now , placed at the. comer of his house ; a second 
has been erected near a fountain, called el Ojo de Aga9» on 
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the €9tate named Inoietiso ; end a third may be se^n^in an angle 
of a coort yard in the town of Cindad Viefa de Goatemala. In 
the inner court <^ (lie honse on the Incieso estate, there is also a 
stone tablet ' supported upon feet, having hieroglypliics on the 
four comers of the superficies and on three of its edges; this 
must have been a table used in sacrifices. 

On the same plain one Felix Consuegra, of this cily, dug up 
a round flat«tone about a yard in diameter and a quarter thick, 
on one of its superficies a deity is represented nnder the figure 
of a man in the act of seating himself; pointing upwards with 
the fore finger of his right hand, and downwards with the fore 
finger ofhis left which is placed behind him; before him there 
is a bird with a crest like a cock and many hieroglyphics and 
unknown characters. This stone was beneath another very 
large one of a parallelagramatic form, which shews it to have 
been an altar for sacrifices; 

Calmet relates that the Cuteans, a people who emigrated 
from Samaria, worshipped the goddess Nergel nnder the figure 
of a bird resembling a hen ; and father Pezronio affirms in his 
chronological 6anon, that this emigration was from Persia and 
headed by Asarradon king of Assyria and Babylon, in the 
twenty-second year of the reign of Manasses, six hundred and 
seventy-six years before the christian cera. 

Don Juan de Letona, chief officer of the royal treasury, and 
donPedro Garziaguirre engraver of the royal mint, have in their 
possession numerous historical medals. 

There can be no doubt but many important relics might 
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now be discovered in the Palencian city^ in Mayapam atfd other 

places. in the same kingdom, if careful researches were made; 

because this re^n was the first on the continent, where the 

polished nations, before described, founded their settlements* 

Many valuable documents might be found in the archives of 

the different bishopricks and in the libraries of convents ; indeed 

in the Dominican convent of this city there are some learned 

manuscripts in six folio volum^es, that were written by father 

Francisco Ximenes, relative to the conquest of this province, the 

progress of religion, and the apostolic Others who desseminated> 

christianify. In the first volume he has given an history of the 

creation of the world as believed by the Indians of Chiapa, to 

ascertain this from the natives cost him a great deal of labour, 

for so he expresses himself. Such a document will add much to 

the fame of don Ramon Ordonez who, I am told, has introduced 

it into his work del Cielo y de la Tierra. There are also many 

records in the hands of curates, and of private individuals who do 

nf>t consider them of much value, and probably they will be lost, 

unless they fall into the possession of those who know how to 

estimate the treasures of information which they contain. May 

not the historical works spoken of by Nunez de la Vega, (a 

Domician friar prior to his nomination to the bishoprick of 

Chiapa), which he has declared were in his possession, yet be 

found in the library of the Dominican convent of Ciudad Real, 

or in the archives of the bishoprick? It is possible. 

All this, however, requires the powerful arm of his Majesty* 
Were the royal interposition successful, some of the original 
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works might be deposited in the royal cabinet ; iaithfol copies of 
which^ and» of the hieroglyphics, figareg and characters that 
might be discovered, duly authenticated by a public act, would, 
in my opinion, a most desirable acqubition to the university of 
this city. Such statues and stcmes as could be transported, might 
be placed in the halls and galleries of the universilty, where they 
would afford to the students of antiquity, excellent and authentic 
materials for discussing and reviving their forgotten merits ; 
which could not fail of redounding to the honor of his Majesty 
and to the benefit of the public. 

Although Calmet says the few monuments, as well as the 
hieroglyphics and characters, which have descended to us unin- 
jured, can now be neither read nor understood, because the Greek 
language, introduced by the dominion of the Ptolemies, occa- 
sioned the Egyptian, (which very nearly resembled the Punic and 
Phoenician) to be forgotten ; I am persuaded the Zendal, Mexican 
and American mother tongues, must have a great affinity to the 
Egyptian ; and as it is undeniable that the languages of these 
nations have been preserved, they may be capable of affording 
some assistance in decyphering the hieroglyphics and different 
characters, particularly as the similitude between the Egyptian 
and the Punic is well known to the learned. 

But, admitting there did exist a great difference between the 
Egyptian and Punic languages, yet it is probable the method of 
writing and understanding the hieroglyphics and characters might 
have been the same with both people, or, have had some resem- 
blance. This is indeed the opinion of father ELircher who thinks. 
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as stated hy CaJn^t hiaiwlfi thttttbe Egyptian hieroglyphics 
arid characters iare the sabie ai9 the PhcBnician^ 6r Cadmeaji» 
introdiiced by Cadmus into Bceotia^ with no others differenoe^ 
than what I have before pointed out between the. sacred and the 
vnlgan Lacan attributes the ittreiiition of the latter to the 
PhcBnicfans, in the following Terses, lib. 3. 

Phoeoicii priioiy famaD, si creditor ansi 
Mensoram radibafl Tocetn aignare fiipins. 
. . Noodmi flimiiieas^ M empUa, tonUxtrt Biblos. 
Noverat et sazis tantum, volocresqaey feroM|ue, 
Scolptaque aenrabaDt, Bfagicaa, Animalia, liD<;u'as. 
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MEXICAN YEARS 

From the year two hundred and ninety-ona before Christy when 
Votan was at Rome, to thirty-four years after the coming of our 
Saviour, in which he completed the work of our redemption by 
his agony and death. The eclipse, which happeaed at the cruci- 
fixion, as attested by the Holy Evangelists, was noted in the 
Mexican Calendar in the year seven Tochtli (Rabbit) as traced 
by Boturini and verified by Clavigero, when he fixed the time of 
the expulsion of the Chichemecas from Amaguemecan, and the 
beginning of their peregrination in first Tecpatl, (Flint) and the 
foundation of the kingdom of Tulteca in eight Acatl, (Reed) 
and other important periods. 
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23 
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12 
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24 







SUPPLEMENT. 

On reading the third voyage of Captain Cook, after I had 
finished this work, I found in the general introduction tQ the 
first volume, some reflections which accord so well with my own 
conjectures on the population of America, that they appear to me 
worthy of being introduced here. In page 59 of {he Paris 
edition 1785, it is said:^^ The relative positions of Asia and 
*^ America which Cook has laid down, and his survey of the 
" narrow strait that divides the old from the New World, have 
" thrown great light upon this important part of geography, 
^^ and solved the difficult problem of the population of America 
^^ by tribes destitute of the necessary means of undertaking long 
" voyages.'* In page 80, ** His third voyage has decided other 
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^' aud more important • points. He has discovered, or at least 
'' proved to demonstration the proximity of the two continents 
'* of Asia and America ; therefore our latest navigators have 
*' rendered a service to religion by refuting an objection started 
'^ by sceptics, against the population of different parts of the earth 
" as related by Moses *' Again in a note, ^' The incredulous have 
'' raised a multitude of objections that betray great ignorance ; 
" the author of '' Recherches Philosophiques sur les Ameri- 
^* cainSy^ thus expresses himself on this question. '* This 
*^ distance which Mr. Antermonio deemed so unimportant, is 
'^ nearly eighty frenoh leagues, across a dangerous ocean, impos- 
'' sible to be traversed in canoes so bad and so fragile as Ysbrand 
** describes the canoes of the Tungusians to be.'* Tom. I. 

Had this writer known that the two continents are no more 
than thirteen leagues from each other instead of eighty, and that 
in that short space numerous intermediate islands are dispersed 
on each side, he would not have ventured to adopt this reason- 
ing with so much confidence as he has done against Mr. Bell's 
S^^tem of the route by which the inhabitants first attained the 
shores of America. In a learned work composed by the illus- 
trious Don Francis Jose Granados y Galvez, Bishop of Sonara, 
entitled Tardea Americanos (American Evenings), printed at 
Mexico, in 1778, which also fell into my hands after I had brought 
my work to a conclusion, I find the following remark. *' Be- 
" sides the seven caves from which the Chichemecas emerged to 
^^ people the North or Land of Amaguemecan^ there are some 
'^ islands which they place on their maps towards the east. 
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'' mistaking them for those of the Tultecas which lie to the 
'' westward, the maps of the latter however do not represent 
'^ countries^ but families/' This very valuable and conclusive 
information, although acquired at the termination of my resear- 
ches, prompts me to amend the title of this essay which I had 
intended to call a new Attempt to solve the grand historical 
problem of the population of America ; whereas I have denomi- 
nated it ; a Solution of the grand problem, and in so doing I 
sincerely trust the reader will not ascribe such alteration to an 
overstrained confidence in my own abilities. 
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Note I.— 'Page 27. 

Don Autonio de Mendoza, the first viceroy of Mexico, ordered a ecAleetion of paintings to be 
executed amounting to sixty-three^ which he caused to be explained by the learned natives, and 
their elucidations to be translated into the Spanish lang^uage for Charles ¥• The ship in 
which they were sent, was captured by a French privateer, and in consequence they fell into 
the hands of Fevet, geographer to the then king of France. From his heirs they were 
purchased by Hakluit, author of the voyages and Chaplain to the English Ambassador at the 
Court of France, who remitted them to England. The Spanish translation was rendered into 
English by one Lock, at the command of Sir Walter Raleigh, and published by Samuel Purchas, 
in the third volume of his Pilgrinages. It was reprinted in Paris, with the interpretation of 
Thevenot in the second volume of his Relation of Curious Voyages, but was defective, owing to 
his having mistaken the figures of the years in the copies of the paintings, numbers 11 and 12, 
and the copies of numbers 21 and 22, added to which, the major part of the figures of the 
tributary cities are also deficient. Kircher reprinted a copy of Purchase's production in his 
(Edipus JEgyptiacus, which will be found extremely useful to the learned who may employ 
themselves in writing upon this subject. 

The viceroy Don Luis Velasco, count of Benevento, employed Don Fernando Pimentel 
Yxtlilxochitl, son of Coanacotzin, the last king of Tezcuco ; and Don Antonio de Tovar Cano 
Moetezuma Yxtlilxochitl, descendants from the royal families of Mexico and Tezcuco, to write 
whatsoever they were acquainted vrith relative to their respective nations. In consequence of 
this, some letters were produced on the genealogy of the kings of Acolhuacan or Tezcuco, and 
on some other points of the ancient history of that kingdom, which were preserved in the 
Jesuit's College of Saints Peter and Paul in Mexico. 

Don Fernando de Alba Yxtlilxochitl under the same auspices wrote many erudite works of 
great estimation, as he was profoundly versed in the antiquities of his nation, Acolhua or 
Tezcuco, from the kings of which he was a lineal descendant, viz: l"". The History of New Spain. 
2^^ The History of Chichemeca. d«. An historical compendium of the kingdom of Tezcuco. 
4''. Some historical memoirs of the Tultecas and other nations of Anabuac ; all which works 
were preserved in the library of the college before mentioned. It is probable that the last 
production treats of their coming from the old to the new continent ; of their expulsion from 
their first settlement at the city of Palenque in the kingdom of Amaguemecan, and the cause 
thereof. This author was so cautious in what he wrote, that, to remove all suspicion of fiction 
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h« cawed a deed to be ezecated id legal form, aatheoticating his narratiFe with the historical 
paintings which he inherited from his ancestors. 

Don Alfonso Zarita, a celebrated jurisconsuU, corregidor of Mexico, after haying made 
many researches by order of Phillip II, relatire to the political Government of the Mexicans, 
wrote a compendious account of the chiefs who had gorerned in Mexico, with their distinctions, 
^he laws, manners, and ci^toms of the Mexicans, and of the tributes paid by them ; the original 
of which in folio was equally preserved in the Jesuits* Library. Tn the same depository were 
also kept several other valuable manuscripts. highly deserving of notice, l"". Annals of the 
kingdom of Azcapuzalco or Colhuacan ; this must not be confounded with Acolhuacan or 
Tezcucp. 2*. Four Works in the Mexican Language, by Don Domingo Saint Anton Munon 
Chimalpain, a Mexican noble, viz: a Mexican Chronicle of events from the year I06S to 1597; 
2<». The history of the con<j[uest of Mexico and other Provinces. 3**. Historical commentaries 
from the year 1064 to 1521. And a Mexican Chronicle, written in Spanish, in the year 1598, 
by Don Fernando de Alvarado Tezozomoc. In the Jesuits' College of Tepozotlan, there is a 
history of the voyage of the Aztecas to the countiy of Anahuac» written by Don Cristoval de 
Castillis, a noble Mestee Mexican.. The title of this MS« sbeWs it to be one of importance, as 
it. very probably contains an account of the voyage of the Mexicans, who are the Aztecas, and 
of the primitive families of the Culebras (snakes), who I shall demonstrate were from the old* 
continent to the new, with an account of the first empire they founded in America, its 
duration, its decay, and their expulsion from the first settlements of Anahuac. . 

Note 2.— Page 27. 

Father Gregoria Garcia, a Dominican, was the first who printed the celebrated book» 
<< On the Origin of the Americans/' at Palencia in 1607. This work was augmented, with some 
very learned notes, by an anonymous author and reprinted at Madrid in 1729. 

Don Cristoval Chaves Castellejo, in the year 1632 wrote a work, entitled ** The Origin of 
the Indians, and their first Colonies in the kingdom of Anahuac. 

Don Carlos de Siguenza y Gonzora, professor of mathematics in the university of Mexico 
(his native place), wr(ote many works of great erudition, among which Was an' history of the 
kingdom of Chicbemeca, wherein he inti'oduced whatsoever he had been' able to c6llect from 
manuscripts and paintings relative to the first colonies transplanted into America,' and to events 
among the nations settled in Anahuac ; to these was added a long and learned treatise upon the 
promulgation of the Gospel, by the apostle Saint Thomas, founded on the Indian traditions, 
and on the numerous crosses found in Mexico during its Paganism, and then the objects of their 
worship. All the^e manuscripts however, were unfortunately lost by-tbe negligence of his tieirs, 
and there now remain only some fragments of his works,'in the writings of Betancourt and ViC'> 
toria, his contemporaries; and in those of his friend'Gemelli. 

Lorenzo Boturini Benadncci, a Milantee gentleman, aft^r muth tr^^ble' in obtaining copies^ 
of- the bestmanuscriptsand paintings, printed at Bladrid in the year 1746 the outtine of a 
grand work, which I have been inforArted did not ' appear in' consequence, of his death. All the' 
authors cited in this and the preceding note, and many others, are m^eiftiened by Claviger6 in his' 
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catilogue of writea on America^ at the begioniog of toL 1 of bit Ancient History of Hesieo* 
printed in the Italian langnage at Cezenoa in 1780. 

Note Z.^Page 28. 
Cartas Criticae, torn* II. 

Note 4.— Page 28. 

Tomo loy libro a». — << L'istoria della prioutini popolazione di Anahnac, ^ per tal 
** maniera oecnrata e da tante iaTole in?illoppata che» non cbe mafeggtTo]e» e anch^ aibtto 
^< impoasibile il tro? ar il ? ero." 

Note b.—Page 28. 

The abb^ Lenglet in hie method of studying history, vol. 1, chap. 9, quotes this system* 
Bnmet supposes that the primitife earth being formed like an arched Tault, was split by the heat 
•f the sun and fell in pieces to the bottom of the liquid element : that if the fill had been equal 
the whole globe would have been only one uninterrupted sea ; that it did not fall at once» bit 
large portions of it remaining inclined at thdr extremities in different directions, such large 
portions are the continents inhabited at the present period. 

Note 6.— Page 28. 

Prseadamitorum Systems, lib. 4, cap. 7, 8, 9, cited by Lenglet, torn. 1, cap. 3, Feyjoo at 
the place mentioaed before. 

Note?.— Page SO. 

Credendum potius miracula intercessisse signs necessaria fuemnt, qujim scripture sacrsi 
historisB aarrationi fidem derrogandum, vd ejus verba in alienos sensus detorqueftda, MsteU 
Alex, in Hister. Veter. Testam. prima Hundi JEtate, dissert 10, art. 4. 

Note %.-^Page 30. 

The Tapanahuasee is a hollow cylindar Kke a Isjrge drum, entirely of wood without skins al 
the ends. It is beaten on ite Wn^«dinal svrface, where there are two long parallel hollows, 
a little distant from each other, and strock on the space between the hollows with 
sticks covered at the ends with Ule or elastic resin ; that the sound produced may be aofter. 
During ^ir paganism the Indians need tins, instrument in their sacred dances. Even at th« 
present day they employ it in the divenioQ of dancing called Tepanahuaste, or, as the Mexicans 
call it, the dance of Teponatzli* 
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Note 9s--Page 31. 

The same Nunez de la Veg^^ in seTeral places in his ** Constitutions/' but more parti- 
cularly in his ninth Pastoral Letter, at number 4, giTes an account of the sect or superstition 
of Nagualism, which was found to have taken deep root in his Bishoprick and extended over the 
kingdom of Mexico. ** The NagualisU practice it by superstitions calendars, wherein are 
** inserted the proper names of all the Naguals, of stars, the elements, birds, beasts, fishes, add 
*< reptiles ; with observations upon the months and days, in order that Children, as soon as they 
*^ are born maybe dedicated to that, which in the Calendar corresponds with the day of their 
** birth : this is preceded by some frantic ceremonies, and the express consent of parents, 
<< (which is an implicit pact between the infants and the Nagnak that are to be given to them). 
** They then appoint the Milpa or place, where, after the completion of seven years, they are 
*^ brought into the presence of the Nagual to ratify the engagement; for this purpose they make 
<* them renounce god and his blessed mother, instructing them before hand noUto be alarmed, 
•< or sign themselves with the cross ; they are afterwards to embrace the Nagual affectionately, 
** which by some diabolical art or another, appears very .tame and fondly attached to them, 
<< although it may be a beast of a ferocious nature as a Lion, a Tiger, &c. Tliey persuade the 
^* children, by their infernal cunning, that this Nagual is an angel, sent by God to watch over 
'^ their fortunes, to protect, assist and accompany them ; and that it must be invoked upon all 
«< occasions, business, or occurences, in which they may require its aid." 

Note lO.^Page 4St. 

Plangebatur et apud Egyptios Osiris. Is enim quum justissime apud Egyptioe reg« 
nas8et> a Ty phone fratre homine violento et impio trucidatus est. Is dilacerato interfectns 
corpore in vigenti sex frusta cuique facinoris socio unum tribuit, ut omnes eo piaculo 
obstringeret, sibique in regni defensione et custodia firmoe haberet adjutores. Rependet 
tandem Isis omnia frusta corporis pudendis solummodo demptis. Virilia enim a Ty- 
phone in fluvium objecta erant, quia sociorum nemo hsec recipere volebat, qnse tandem ab 
Iside nihilo minus divinis honoribus affecta fuerunt. Nam in templis effigiem horum adornatam 
coli prsecepit et initiorum ceremoniis sacrificiisque : Deo istis peragendis honoratissima ut esset 
plurimaque veneratione digna effecit. Idcirco et Grseci postquam sacrorum Bacchinorum ritus 
et orgiarum solemnitatis ab Egyptiis accepere, membrum illud in mysteriis initiis et sacri- 
ficiis Dei hnjus Phalli nomine honorant. Hsec Diod. Sicnl. lib. 1, bibliot. Ptolm. lib. II, Tetra- 
biblos de A&yriis, Persisque et Egyptiis sacra sunt apud eos membra generationi destinata ab 
Solis, Saturni Tencrisque aspectibus qui seminales sunt. Schelius de Diis Germanis, pag. 77, 
Lenglet, torn. 2, cap. 10, de Castre Diccionario Mitologico, tom 6, verb. Osiris, Orgias 
Phallus, &c. 

Note l\.— Page 47. 

rnlmetrap. 10, vers. 17 in Genes. Verb. Evseum Chivim, et in Diction. Bibliot. Verb. 
Cadmondi Hevsei Josueetin dissert, de Rsebrseor. histotr. pra;stan. et de Regione in quam Canit- 
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nei pnlsi a Josoe sese receperant, loin, 2, in Josu. de diTen. ration, scribend. reter. torn. I, el 
muU. aliis in locis apanim : aee also Leng^let^ tom. i et 2. 

Note 12.— Page 48. 

Quo in fabala narrantar de metamorphosi illorum in Aogaea deductuui est e nomine 
Hevseorom quod Phaenicio sermone angnem sonat. Ideo vero gentibus illis Heveeorum nomen 
illdatum censent Hebraeii quod, anguium more sub terra ct in cavemia habitarent, CaJmet, Couir 
in Gen(;8. eap. 10, vers. 17. 

Note m.—Page 49. 

Timorem roeum immittam in prceeursum tuum, et occidam omnetn populnin ad quem 

ingredieris cunctorumque inimicomm toomm coram te terga vertam Emittens Crabrones 

prius, qui fugabunt HeTteum et Cananeeum, et Helaeum, antequam introeas. Exod. 23, 28, 29> 
Vide etiam Douter.0, 3, 32> 22, et Sapien. 1*^ 8. 

Note 14.— Page 51. 

Calmet, from whom I have taken tbe chronology of the victory of Moses over Og» 
king of Basan, and the foundations of Tyre and Sidon, has erred in the date of the first; 
and this error 1 have noticed in two different impressions of his work. It is known that in 
settling the date of the victory, he made use of the shortest computation of the Hebrew 
text, which reckons 1656 years from the creation of the world to the deluge ; and 7&7 years 
from, the latter to the emigration of the Hebrews from Egypt ; these added together make 24&3> 
and this number should be substituted for 2253, which is given as the date of the victory. Such 
is. undoubtedly an error of the amanuensis or the printer. 

But to fix the date of the foundation of Tyre and Sidon, he has recourse to the longest 
computation of the Hebrew text, that agrees in the same period of 1656 years from the creation 
to the deluge, but makes the Hebrews* departure from Egypt 857 years after the deluge, these 
combined amount to 2549 which is the date he assigns ; and such computation agrees with the 
thirty-six, instead of the thirty-seven years of the Hebrews sojourning iu the wilderness. 

Neither do the dates before Christ correspond. He places the death of Og, in the year 1447, 
and the foundation of Tyre in 1455, eight years prior to that event; and this he does by fixing 
the foundation of Thebes, which was certainly in 1519 consequently sixty four years elapsed 
between the building of the two cities. At this period Moses, so far from being with his father- 
in-law, in Madian, had been numbered with the dead many years, according to our,own compu- 
tation. Add to this that the major part of those writers who follow the calculations of the 
Hebrew text, fix the foundation of Thebes at the period of the departure of the Jews from 
Egypt ; respecting the date of Thebes there can be no doubt, as it is authenticated by the Arundel 
marbles. These are the most precious of all4he records of Antiquity, as they have become the 
basis of chronology, have enabled us to fix the periods of many remarkable events, and have 
been the main prop of history. The sacred volume, being intended to make converts to Chris- 
tianity, pays but little attention to chronology, and therefore seldom mentions the year or time of 
any event, which, for our instruction is placed before us. Much more might be said in oppo* 
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Bition to Calmet, respecting tb^se days, which I shall omit, as the inaccuracy is sufficiently 
obvious, and because I wish to avoid being more diffuse in notes than in my principal subject, 
but this appears to me to be a fit opportunity for introducing the emtogium of Lenglet, voL 1, 
chap. 8. 

^< The Augustin father Oalmet, who studied the holy scriptures Aost profoundly, has given 
** to Catholics a work of as much accuracy in its nature as can be desired ; in his labour, he never 
** lost sight of the great difficulties of his subject which he has overcome in so learned ia manner. 
** His history of the old and new TestamenU will serve as a guide in reading the holy scriptures, 
" until he, or some other person following his steps, shall produce a more detailed work, that 
^* will excite a taste for the origiuaU'* 

Note \b. — Page b\. 

Calroet ubi supra : Lenglet, torn. 2, chap. 11. Pomey. Panth* Schol. ezplan. de fab. do 
Castres, Diccion. Mitolog, or Pagan ages, etc. Cadmus and his wife Hermione died in the 
greatest misery in IHyricum, now Dalmatia and Sclavonia. 

Note 16.— Page 51. 

Ovid« Metam. lib. 3, Pomey, Banier. Carres. Schot. lib. Geraldi. Lord Herbert de lUlig. 
CpentiL etc 

Note 17.— 'Page 54. 

At the head of the calendar is placed the name of Ninus, in the Latin tongue, he was the 
sen of Belus, grandson of Nimrod, great grandson of Chus and great great grandson of Cham ; he 
gave fresh vigour to idolatry among the Babylonians and the Chaldeans. In more modem calen* 
dars the latin name Ninus is corrupted into Himos ; and more recently he is called Mox, but 
always holding the first place. This adulation of Ninus alludes to the Ceiba, a tree which they 
have in the squares of all their towns within sight of the Cabildo's house ; under it they hold 
the assembly for electing Alcade*s« They consider it as undeniable, that from the roots of this 
tree, they derive their lineage. No. 33, sect. 29. 

Note IS.— Page 66. 

Nos sumus qui Pnedonem Jesum filium nave fugientes, in tutum recepti sumus. Proc. 
ibid. 

Note 19.— Fag^c 66. 

Non ejiciam eas a fiicie tua, anno uno ne terra in solitudinem redigatur. Pauhaim cjcpdlaa 
coaconspecta tuo donee augearis et possideas terram. Ezod. cap. 23, ver. 29, 30. 
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Note 2lO.--Page 09^ 

Altera navigatio ita diacribitar Diodoro Sicolo, lib. 5, cap. 19, ab Hornio, lib. 7, eap. 7. 
Ia rp|iHM>irot|ia mi^ Pkwmo^ Iraosgreaai Herculis CoItunQaa Teiitif abrepti, hit m pennit- 
Ualaa» post vama iii^t^tioBOBy tandem ia insulam Oceani Atlaotici plnriam dieram iia?ifa- 
ii^m a Lybia dialliH^m oocidentem versoB jactatisuat, vbi (en% nacti aolum^onuiesBarea el iBa-> 
goaa sdea r^Uquenmt a^dificariiot. Ex his famaiaveiUflB iosuJsapttd Cartbagioeiisfia et T/rrenna 
qaoi Cartbagiiiev^ea qaiim premereDtur frequeotibus irruptionibvs Tyrrenoffum et a^rmn 
poptdoram MauritaDiey instructa claase, coloniam ad novam illam insulam dednxerant, re 
omni celata eo consilio, nt si quando affligerentur ab hostibas, tutum illic haberent effagiom* 
Calm, de regione in qnam, etc. 

Note 21. —Page 69. 

Apnd Diodornm accuratius.-— Nonnu*ili Phoenices in earn insulam de qua is auctor* yelu^ 
aroplissima) et terrestri quodam Paradiso loquitur, procellarum impetu adacti, quum deinde 
rediissenty ejus pulchritudinem et opulentiam, quam maxime praedicarunt ; qaare Tyrrenoa, 
ejva desiderio captoa eadem potiri eoque coloniam ducere conantea prohibuerunt Carthaginensea 
▼eriti, ne Carthaginensium plerique^egiones ubertate illecti patria decederent, aibique in eadem 
inaida donMsiMum censtituereDt. Eandem prttteren, yelati tnt«m perfugium respiciebant, 
ubi ipsos.Tel improyisaobrueretcalamitas, vel eorum in Africa respublica cormeret. Etemm 
quum mari potirentur, quo magis regio cseteroa latuisset, eo faciliua putabant, uti illuc se 
suaaque familias reoiperent. Calm, in dissert, de Hebror : praestan : 

Note 22.— Page 70. 

De iis regionibus usqrpatnm est, quod perhibuit Arbtoteles de quadam deserta insula citra 
Columnas Herculis amplitudine ezimia, ingentibus quarumlibet arborum sylvis freqiientibnsy et 
ma^nis fluminibus, a Gadibua plurium dierum itinere disjuncta, primores Cartbaginis magistra- 
Carthaginenses plurimoa eo se conferre, nonnullos qui inde minime redirent^ comperiissent^ ne 
qui in posterum illuc pergerent, utque extemplo illi degentes reveVterentur, capilali psena 
sanzerunt Teriti, ne alii populi» re percepta, in eadem insula imperium constituerent, et Cartba- 
ginis pacem atque commereium CTcrterent. Calm, ubi supra. 

Note 2S.^Page 70. 

Extat inscriptio Herculis Magusani in urbe West Cappel, Portu Zelandise, in Insula 
Walcheren, quem Herculem D. Gallaeua cosBTum M oysia facit et ductorum eorum» qui Palesti- 
nam ab ingreasu Josue deseruerunti a quo ferunt positas columnas Gadi tanas ; referebat pictam 

imaginem Navia, Teteris cnjua^m Gubernaloris semtcalm froote sola adnata Rka Phse- 

nicio coiebatur ut numen ii^ tempb in eadem urbe West Cappel, oomen Magosanna derivatam 
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ex Chaldeo Gonz sonat ah$cind$r€^ el per Metamoridiotiii transire, et tic Navis et mda fiami- 
oam Chaldei ?ocant Megisse Calm. loc. eit. 

Note 24.— Page 70. 

Nob est efgo locus ambigendi, Herculem Gaditaoam aire aliqueniy ex poeterit, Tel aalteniy 
qoempiaiii ex PhooDicibua» cui par caset cog^Domeis ultra GaditaQum fretum excarriaae, narrant 
enim de Hercule totum ab illo orbia ambitam maritimo itinere decaraom ; cai etiam Diodoma 
Aiectmm StpUmaniiB arbem conditaui tribuit* Calm. loc. cit. 

Note 2^.— Page 73. . 

Juditii cap. 16| Tera 6, 7, in TcoUa (BrsBOo. * ^ 

Note 26.— Page 77. 

The Romana followed up their conqueata in Italy, and as aoon as they saw themael? ea • 
maaters of that country directed their attention to exterior aflaira. Their first yiewa were bent 
towards the Carthaginiana, as this was a power, which, from ita proximity, had the means of 
incommoding them. Lenglef, tom. 1, chap. 7. 

Note 27.^Page 77. 

In the years 473 of Rome, and 282 years before Christ, Lucilius Emilius BarbnUi et Q. Man- 
cius Phillipus, being Consuls, the Roman war againat Pyrrhua commenced; and in the year 479 of 
Rome and 27G before Christ, when M. Curius Dentatus, the 2iid and Cornelius LentulaB, were 
consuls, Pyrrfaus being beaten by the Romans, abandoned Italy. Lenglet, tom« 6, in th^ chron. tkb. 

Note 2S.— Page 78. 

The second Ponie war brdce ovt two hundred and ogfatMi yeani be^re Chrisli The loaa 
of four desperate battles must hate pro?ed fatiJ to any people but the Romans* They had^ 
bowerer a resource in their utmost danger, which wte carrying'the war into thefir enemy's 
country, to afert its consequent miseries from their own, as* well alito^pretent the total loss of 
Italy. Scipio proceeded to Spain and subdued it, two hundred and ten years before Christ ; aAer 
which, he marched to Africa : and thia war, whose duration was serenteen years, derated the 
Romana to the pinnacle of their glory. Lenglet, loc cit. 

Note 29.— Page 79. 

The third Punic war began one hundred and forty-aere n years before Chriat. The Romana ^ 

were now conrinced that they could not be free from future inquietudes, unleaa Carthage waa 
destroyed. Lenglet. 
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SenteDtia Cananeos Africa pulsot dicens, non est noya» nee incerta, Tetefa Bomina sani 
Pbttnicia Ardania Hippona Leptis^ Utica. Tingis, etc. sunt Pheenicia. Carthaginem* omitto 
quia fledificata post Salomonis setalem sancti Augustini state in ezpositione Epistolse ad Roma* 
Interrogati nistici noetri, quid sint Ponice, respondent Canani. Calm. loc. cit. 

Note 31. —Page 80. 

Recentiores critici agnoscant veteris lingnse^ punicsB et Canane consensual. Calm, 
loc. cit. 

Note 32.— Page 84. 

In snpputatione tempomm siqnis paucis annis fallatur in vetnsta htstoria, ierendam est, 
•ed totis duabttSy Tel tribus setatibus aberrare non permittitnr. Dion. Halicar. Antiq. 
Roman, lib. 7. The term age, or generation, ordinarily implies, in Chronology, the space of 
Ihirty years, Lenglet, tom» I. chap. 4. 

Note 33.— Page S4. 

Pietro Rosini an Antiquarian, in his << Wandering Mercury,*' of the magnificeuce of 
Rome, combined with the chronological tables of Lenglet. 

Appendix J Note 1. 

Rarissima autem ejnsdem idiomatis (ab Cgyptiis) monumenta, quse yel inritis. barbaris 
ssculis inoffensa supersunt, a nemine legi valent aut explicari. Grsecum idioma in Egyptum 

inTCCtum a Ptolomeis lingnam et veteres ejus regionis characteres sensim deleyit Nemo 

est qui Punicoe caracteres et earum regionum nummos explicet. Calm, in Dissert, de Haebr. 
hist. prsBStan : tome 2, in Jo6ue*s Dissert de yaria Scrib. ratio, veter. torn. 1. Lenglet. torn 2. 

* Carthage did not precede the fall of Troy more than fifty years, a little more than four 
hundred years after its foundation. . Dido, augmented it by a new colqny and fortified a citadel, 
which she built after the first Olympiad ; this corresponds with nine hundred apd twenty-six yeara 
before Christ*. Lenglet, ton». 1, chap. 7. 
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CONTENTS OF THE PJRST EIGHT NUiMBERS. 

No. 1. Contains Messrs. Kean» Knight, Hablet, Gattib, and MHe. 

NOBLET. 

No. IL Messrs^ Young, Wilkinson; Mrs. Bland; Miss S« Booth, 
Signor Deleqnis. 

No.lIf. Messrs. CoorEB, Smith ; Miss Smithson ; MiA Copbland, and 
Mile. UuLLiN* 

No. IV. Messrs. Dowton, Fitzwilliam, Simmons; Mrs. Siddon8» as 
JLod^f Machfiki in the Sleeping Scene; after an orietoal 
Painting by Mr. Hablowe, the property of €• Mathews, Esq. 
to whose kindness the Editor is indebted for its commonicaiion 
to the present work ; Monsieur Le Blond. 

No. V. will contain Messrs. Emebt, Liston, Babtlbt; Mrs* DATi80ir» 
and Madame Ronzi Vestbis. 

No. VI. Messrs. Mathews* Tokelt; Miss Oabew ; Monsieur Paul, &c. 

Nos. VII and VIII. will complete the 1st Volume, and contain the Preface, 
Titles, and The History of ike Engiisk Stage^ from Shakspeare 
to the Restoration ; which will be continued, in the 2d Volume, 
to Garrick ; and, in the 3rd Volume, will be completed to the 
present Time. The whole embelKsbed with authentic Portraits 
of deceased Actors. 



The Portraits may be had, separately, at the following prices : 

Pbints , 5s. 

■■ coloured 78. 

' -I India proofs . .' ^ 10s. 

The Portrait of Mrs. Siddons, print, with back ground. . la. 

■■ ■ coloured , . 9s. 

— ^— proofed... ..12s. 

In the course of the work will begiren a Portrait of Mr. J. Kemble, 
from the original of Sir Thomas Lawrence, in possession of the Rt. Hon. 
Earl of Blessin^on. 

The following Portraits are nearly ready : . 
Messrs. Abbot, Emery, Liston, Bartley, Mathews, Paul, Angrisani, Za- 
ckelli, Albert ; Mesdames Davison, Vestris, Mercandotti, Ronzi 
Vesfris, Miss Carew, Miss 0*Neil, Sfc. Sfc. 

Any communication of authentic Portraits of ancient celebrated English 
Actors, or Anecdotes and Memoirs of the Stage, will be most gratefully ac- 
knowledged by the Editor. 

Amateurs wishing to possess the large paper copies, with proofs and 
coloured plates, are requested to send in their names speedily, to prevent 
t disappointment, as only 50 copies are printed. 

" '^ ♦ » ' 
PRINTED FOR H. BBRTHOUD, JUN. 
65, bbgent*s quadbant, Piccadilly, 
Where Specimens may be seen ; also at 
Messrs. Jennings ; Chappie ; Colnaghi ; Chappie and Son ; Booth ; Major, 
Budd and Calkin ; Molteno; Simpkin and Marshall; Sherwood, Neely, 
and Jones; Miller; Cribb; Fearman; Bossange and Co.; Collings, 
Bath; Cumming, Dublin; Manners and ilfiller; Blackwood; and 
Wilson and Co. Edinburgh. 
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NEW WORKS, 

Recently Published, or nearly ready for Publication, 



IMPORTANT DISCOVERY. 

DESCRIPTION OF TH£ RUINS OF AN ANCIENT CITY, discovered 
Dear Palenque, in the pronnce of Chiapa, New Spain; from Thb 
Report of the Engineer, who exanhied them hy order of His Ma- 
jesty the King of Spain; translated from the original Hamnseript of 
J)on A ntonio del Rio : and followed hy 

TEATRO CRITICO AMERICANO; or, A Critical Intestioatiok 
AND Research into the History of the Americans*— Destruction 
of Historical Records hy the Bishop of Cliiana % and what remains.—- 
Analogy of the Monuments found hy Captain ael Rio with those of the 
Egyptians, and other ancient Nations: sohring the grand Historical 
Problem concerning the Population of America. Particular History of 
the different Nations who have inhabited the shores of the Gulph of 
Mexico, &CC. fcc. by Doctor Felix Cabrera, of the New City of Guate- 
mala. In 1 vol. 4to« containing 17 plates. 



A STATISTICAL, COMMERCIAL^ AND POLITICAL DESCRIPTION 
OF THE KINGDOM OF GUATEMALA, in Spanish America; con- 
taining important particulars relative to the valuable Productions, 
Manufactures, Customs, present State, &c. of that Country ; with the 
History of its Conquest by the Spaniards: and a Narrative of the 
principal Events since that period, composed from the orginal authentic 
Documents and actual Observations by Don^ Domingo Juarros, of 
Guatimala* 



LO ZINGARO; by Signor Santagnello, 2 vols. 12mo. 14s. 

The want of an Italian novel calculated to put in the hands of young 
ladies, together with Mr. Santagnello*$ reputation, has induced the Editor to 
publish this entertaining little book; he has the satisfaction to find it is 
generally approved of, as may be seen by the following quotations. 

** The Incid and elegant language of thit noTel is well calculated to UHe the young 
student of the Italian language to its perusal. The Story abounds in adventures and 
aoenes of alternate elegance and turbulence.— The hero and heroine of the Tale are 
agreeable protraits and denouement of their lores strictly moral.** 

Lit. Gazette, No, 8S3, June 1899. 

** On the whole we may confidently recommend Mr. £fan/a^flietfo*« publication 

to such of our reailers as hare a taste for beauties of the Italian language, and can 
enjoy the interests of a well-written romance **— Goset^e qf Fashion, No, 7, March 1899. 

** This is an Interesting little noYel, and possesses many claims to the attention of 
the student of the Italian language. The style is easy, clear, and pure; and, with the 
exception of some attempts at high figuratire language, we may venture to recommend 
the work as one abundant in that sort of reading that may at once interest and instruct.** 

Lit, Register, July 1899. 
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